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a slightly futuristic outlook, but we may
reach the stage where people can tele-
phone the commission from the country
and reverse the charges. That would be
Ideal for the people In the north-west and
outlying areas.

However, the legal aid committees have
been misrepresented in one Press article as
groups which are going to sit on the staff.
There is no such intention; in fact, I think
the reverse will be the case. I am sorry I
have not provided more detail to the bon-
ourable member. I could go Into it more
deeply, if the honourable member wishes,
and I will be glad to do so on a later
occasion. If she wishes me to provide the
information now, I will do so, but I have
regard for the other members of the
Committee.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 25 to 71 put and passed.
Clause 72: Commission may make ar-

rangements as to premises1 etc.-
The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: I move an

amendment-
Page 48, line 21-Delete the word

"Commission" and substitute the word
"State".

This amendment is designed simply for
this interim period. As we may have to
take over the office accommodation of
both the Law Society and the Australian
Legal Aid Office, we clearly cannot do what
we are proposing to do here, and let the
commission do it, because the commission
is not yet in existence and will not be in
existence until it is Properly established
and organised, and after its members have
been selected. So, in the immediate future,
it will have to be the State which makes
the agreement with the Commonwealth
to do this.

Amendment put and passed.

The Hon, 1. G. MEDCALF: I move an
amendment-

Page 48, line 22-Insert after the
word "Commonwealth" the words "for
the Commission.-

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 73 to 78 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the

Hon. 1. 0. Medcalf (Attorney-General),
and returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lo~wer West-
Minister for Justice) [12.52 a.m.]:. I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11.00 a.m. today (Thursday).

Question Put and passed.
House adjourned at 12.53 a.mn.

(Thursday).

IwtgtltteA eml
Wednesday, the 24th November, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 7.00 p.m., and read prayers.

ROLEYSTONE SCHOOL
Library-resource Centre: Petition

MR RUSHTON (Dale) [7.02 p.m.]: I
present a petition from 395 residents of
Roleystone and adjacent areas, praying
that-

We, the undersigned citizens in the
State of Western Australia petition
the Government of Western Australia
to assist the Roleystone Community
in the extension of the proposed new
Library-Resource Centre f or the
Roleystone Primary School to create a.
School-Community Library available
to the public.

The petition conforms with the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Assembly, and I
have certified accordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be brought tp the Table of the House.

The Petition was tabled (see Paper
No. 582).

STEPHENSON-HEPBURN TOWN
PLANNING SCHEME

Freeways on River Foreshore: Petition
MR BATEMAN (Canning) [7.03 p.m.J:

I have a petition to present to the House.
It Is as follows-

To the Honourable Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia in Parliament assembled.

We the undersigned petitioners wish
to express our desire that a review of
the Stephenson-Hepburn plan which
places freeways on the river foreshore
should take place immediately as it no
longer has public approval.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourable House will
give this matter urgent consideration
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.
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I certify that this petition is in accordance
with the Standing Orders. It contains the
signatures of 272 Persons, and also it Is
signed by one of the Petitioners.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be brought to the Table of the House.

The petition was tabled (see paper
No. 583).

RAILWAYS
Meekatharra-Mullewa Line: Petition

MRF COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [7.04
p.m.]: I have a petition which contains
391 signatures, and I present it to the
House. It is as follows--

The Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned petition the
Premier to do all that is within his
power to retain the railway line be-
tween Meekatharra and Mvullewa, and
at the same time ensure that sufficient
maintenance is carried out to assure
the people of the Murchison that a
reasonable transport link is provided
to southern areas of the state.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that you will give this matter
earnest consideration and your Peti-
tioners, as in duty bound, will ever
pray.

I certify that the petition is in accord-
ance with the Standing Orders.

The SPEAKER:, I direct that the peti-
tion be brought to the Table of the House.

The petition was tabled (see paper No.
584).

QUESTIONS (38): ON NOTICE
1. EDUCATION
"A Salute to fte Great McCarthy"

Book
Mr CRANE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Did the Minister receive a copy of

the paper containing extracts from
the novel "A Salute to the Great
McCarthy" which I handed in
during my address on the Appro-
priation Bill on Thursday, 18th
November?

(2) Did the Minister read this paper?
(3) If "Yes" to (1) and (2), will the

Minister Investigate the possibly
questionable place of this novel as
a selected Item among Chose works
considered suitable for study as
English expression for students in
the 15 years upward range by the
syllabus committee of the Tertiary
Admissions Examinations and the
Board of Secondary Education?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) Yes.

2.

3.

SOUTH COOGEE SCHOOL
Classroom

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

With respect to the South Coogee
school and in particular to his
answer to question 19 of Thursday,
18th November, will the Minister
arrange for his department to
have prior liaison with the school's
principal and staff with respect
to the best siting of the proposed
new demountable Classroom?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The siting of the additional class-
room was discussed With the
principal during a visit the Minis-
ter for Education made to the
school.

LAND
industrial Complex: Moore River

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:.
(1) Will he please table a plan of that

section of the Moore River con-
taining the 3 000 hectares referred
to in his answer to question 2 of
Thursday, loth November in an-
other place?

(2) Will he please provide me with an
additional copy of the plan?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) and (2) Yes. Two copies of the

plan are tabled.
The plans were tabled (see paper No.

580).

4. SOUTH COOGEE SCHOOL
Storage Building

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

With reference to the South Coo-
gee school storage building dam-
aged by fire in December 1975, and
in particular to his ansiwer to
question 20 of 18th November:
(1) Will the Minister please ex-

plain why the department
cannot build a new storage
building forthwith and argue
with a third party as to costs
later?

(2) Is It a fact that a temporary
building could add to costs as
it may need to be removed at
any time, as soon as liability
is established, adding to the
school's inconvenience?

(3) Who Is the third party con-
cerned?

(4) Why has action not been
taken by the department if It
believes its case Is just?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Action will be taken forth-

with to provide a new storage
building.

(2) Yes.
(3) Bitumen Paving of 21 Queen

Street. Gosnells, as bead con-
tractor. The Readyil Group
(WA) as subcontractor.

(4) The subcontractor's Insurers
have declined to accept la-
bility in respect of the claim.
Consideration Is being given
to a claim against the head
contractor.

5. ROAD GRANTS
Sources and Allocation

Mr STEPHENS, to the Treasurer:
(1) Further to question 8 of 12th

October, what were the amounts
received from each of the follow-
ing sources for 1975-76 and pro-
posed for 1976-77-

(1) (a) State:

Road Traffic Act, 1974-76 .. ..
Road Maintenance (Contribution) Act, 1965 ..
Main Roads Act, 1930-1976 ... ..
Transport Commission Act, 1966-1976 ..

(b) Commonwealth:
National Roads Act, 1974 ..
Road Grants Act, 1914 .. .. .. ..
Transport (Planning and Research) Act, 1974
State Grants (Urban Public Transport) Act, 1974

(c) Special Grants:

(a) State:
Road Traffic Act, 1974-1976;
Road Maintenance (Contribu-
tion) Act, 1965;
Main Roads Act, 1930-1976;
Transport Commission Act.
1966-1976?

(b) Commonwealth:
National Roads Act. 1074;
Road Grants Act, 1974;
Transport (Planning and
Research) Act, 1924;
State Grants (Urban Public
Transport) Act, 1974?

(c) Special Grants:
Access to Commonwealth
properties;
Restoration of State assets?

(2) Of the amounts referred to above.
what amount was allocated to
Main Roads Department and what
amount to local authorities in
Western Australia for 1975-76 and
Proposed for 1976-77?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
1975/76

... 30 6S3232
4450964

... ... 500000
*.. 3949

.... .... 14100000

...............................44200000
... 568 313

.... .... 1010ow

1976177
S

31410000
4530 000

800000
Nil

12910000
42 190 000

541 334
15O000

Access to Commonwealth properties .. ... ... ~ 20(300 10000
Restoration or Stale assets ... 11 .. .. 1 700 000 Nil

(2) Main Roads....... ................................ 68 455 612 *73 591 000
Local Authorities........ ...................... 23 627 385 23200000

(Estimate
only)

*Includes $5.-5 million special prant for national roads, which could not be included with local
authorities' figures.

6. HOUSING
Southf-west Towns: Rental

Accommodation
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Housing:

How many applications are held
for rental accommodation in each
of the undermnentioned centres:
(a) Mt. Barker;

Town

(a) Mt. Darker
(b) Katanning
(c) Narrogin ... ..
(d) Lake Grace _
(e) Corrigin ... ..
(f) Kondinin ..

(g)Kulin ... .
(Ii) Kellerberrin... ..

(b) Katanning;
(c) Narrogin;
(d) lake Grace;
(e) Corrigin;
(f) Kondinln;
(g) Kultn;
(h) Kellerberrin?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

4 bed- 3 bed- 2 bed- 1 bed- Pensioner
room room room room Couples

I .... I --

... .. 1 14 16 5 2..
2 4 6 4 1

1 4
1 1 4

2 7

Single Total
Units

1 5
4 40
6 23

5
6

.. Nil

... Nil
1 19
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'7. RAILWAYS Not exceeding (1.5) tonne-
Freight on Motor Vehicles

Mr T. D). EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has Westrail Introduced a new

freight rate for the conveyance of
interstate rail passengers' motor
vehicles making the cost of con-
veyance cheaper than tbat which
previously operated between Kew-
dale and Port Pinte (South Aus-
tralia) ?

(2) I "Yes" what has been the varia-
tion?

(3) Is it a fact that a reduction in
the cost of conveyance of a
motor vehicle where the contract
for conveyance involves the jour-
ney Kewdale-Port Pinte will react
unfavourably against the previous
practice of many passengers using
Kalgoorlie as the base, where
their journeys (involving the con-
veyance of passengers' motor
vehicles by rail) commenced or
terminated?

(4) If the answer to (1) is "Yes" will
he have the freight rate adjusted
so that Kalgoorlie will not be dis-
advantaged as outlined In part
(3) hereof ?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes. In effect a new service has

been Introduced by Australian
National Railways and Westrail.
The new 'Motorail" service allows
passengers' motor vehicles to ac-
company Passengers on the sae
train between Perth and Port
Pirie.

(2) Prior to the 1st November, 1976
passenger-accompanied car freight
charges were based on the mass
of the vehicle. Rates were as
follows:-
Kewdale to Port Pinie

Accompanied by passengers
holding a minimum of two full
first class or three full economy
class tickets (or equivalent)-

Not exceeding (1) tonne-
$125.84

Not exceeding (1.5) tonne-
$153.42

Accompanied, but not qualify-
ing for above concessional rat-
ig-

Not exceeding (1) tonlie-
$149.80

Not exceeding (1.5) tonne-
$184.27

Port Pinie to Kewdale
Accompanied rates were:-

Not exceeding (1) tonfle-
$186.40

8.

$220.87
Prom the 1st November, 1976,
"Motorail" offers the following
rates for Passenger-accompanied
motor vehicles, irrespective of
actual mass to all holders of Paid
passenger tickets and holders of
repatriation Passes.

Perth to Port Pile-$100 per
vehicle

Port Pirie to Perth-$150 per
vehicle

At these rates accommodation will
be provided on the same train as
the passengers for eight motor
vehicles in either direction.

(3) Possibly, but the new service is
Intended to encourage motorists
to use the rail services from and
to Perth.

(4) No. To do so would make the
new service less attractive and to
some extent nullify the objective
of Its introduction, I.e. to encour-
age travel over the WA section on
inter-system Passenger train ser-
vices.

EDUCATION
School Bus Service: Kal goorlie

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is there any proposal to termin-

ate the school bus service linking
Kanowna Station, Or. Banda and
Black Flag Station with Kalgoor-
lie?

(2) How many children does this bus
serve daily?

(3) Having regard to the remoteness
of the above centres and difficul-
ties encountered in meeting a mail
service to these centres, will the
Minister please give an assurance
that the bus service will continue
and operate in 1977?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) The future of this bus service has

been under consideration.

(2) Seven children use the bus now,
and this number Is expected to
increase to eleven on the 29th
November.

(3) The bus service will continue in
February. 1977. Its future must
depend on whether numbers can
be sustained.
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9. KALGOORLIE SOUTHERN GO0W
MINES

Report on Exploration

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) Has Kalgoorlie Southern Gold

Mines submitted a report to the
Mines Department outlining the
results of Its recently completed
exploration programme adjacent
to the Golden Mile?

(2) If "Yes" would he please table a
copy of the report?

(3) Has the Mines Department made
an assessment of that report?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.

10. IRON ORE
New Projects: Deferment

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:-
(1) Has he seen the reported com-

ments of ex Consolidated Gold-
fields of Australia chief Sir Brian
Massey in the Miner magazine of
15th November, 1976, that Japan-
ese steel mills have deferred a
decision on new iron projects for
about a year and the quotation
"The Japanese decision means
that a new W.A. project will not
come on stream until 1982 rather
than 1980 as Previously expected"?

(2) Will he advise the Government
understanding of the situation?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2) 1 believe I have previously advised

the House of the outcome of our
discussions with representatives of
the Japanese steel mills. As far
as I am aware the position is
basically unchanged. The mills
decided to purchase some addi-
tional iron ore from existing
mines. There is a real concern
over the price of ore from new
mines. The high capital costs
coupled with questionable produc-
tivity resulting from Industrial
disputation has effectively de-
ferred a decision on new mines
until next year.

* The Japanese steel mills are cer-
tainly prepared to re-examine the
position with the potential new
mines and the Government In the
first half of 1977.

11. WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Premiums: Increase

Mr LAURANCE, to the Mlinister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Who are the members of the

premium rates committee and
what organisations do they repre-
sent?

(2) Is it a fact that following the
recent decision of this committee,
rates for the forthcoming year
will be Increased by 53.7%?

(3) What was the relevant increased
percentage in rates In the previ-
ous year?

(4) How do current rates for workers'
compensation premiums In West-
ern Australia compare with pre-
vailing rates In other Australian
States?

(5) Following the 1973 amendments
to the Act which increased the
compensation level to 100% of the
award rate, how does this position
compare with compensation levels
In other States?

(6) Can he give any indication of the
amount of unemployment which
will be attributable to this latest
increase?

(7) Has he received any indication of
the number of small businesses
which will be forced to cease busi-
ness as a result of this impost?

(8) Can he give any indication of
how much worse the position
would have been without the
Present Government's amending
legislation to specifically preclude
over-award payments?

(9) Will he give an assurance as per
his letter to me of 18th August.
1976 that he -will investigate the
25% loading on workers' compen-
sation premiums for firms located
north of the 26th parallel as it
affects businesses in the Gascoyne
electorate?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) A. E. Tonks, Auditor General, as

Chairman
Judge Mews, W. P. Marks, P.

Norris-Members of the
Workers Compensation Board

E. L. Moreton General Manager,
SGOo

Rt. Willis, P. Annand-Nominees
of private insurers.

(2) Yes, but this Is an overall Increase
and the effect on Individual
classifications varies.

(3) 40.1%
(4) Because of the $50 ceiling on

wage returns pursuant to Section
13 (3) of the Act no direct com-
parisons are possible. A recent
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comparison with a random sample
of South Australian rates indi-
cated that our premiums were
higher but not greatly so.

(5) Again, no direct comparisons are
possible but I am advised that the
benefits under our Act are the
highest In Australia, However, I
am also Informed that the differ-
ence is In practice not great due
to the "make up pay" agreements
within and without industrial
awards in other States.

(6) and (7) I anm hopeful that there
will be no increasee to unemploy-
ment or failure of small businesses
resultant, and there are no reliable
indications that either will be so.

(8) No.
(9) Investigation has already been

completed and unfortunately ex-
perience indicates that the load-
Ing is Justified. Investigations
are now being made into the pos-
sibility of removing the wage ceil-
ing referred to in the answer to
question (4), which tends to dis-
tort statistics and if successful,
the loading will be removed. I
should warn the member however,
that In this case payment of
premiums on full wages will
largely compensate.

TRAFFIC
Drunken Driving: Patrols Outside

Hotels
Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Traffic:

Further to question 5 of 17th
November:
(1) Is be aware of the provisions

of section 7 of the Criminal
Code relating to accessories?

(2) In the interests of public
safety why is It that the
Road Traffic Authority per-
sonnel who are waiting in
hotel areas and making
observations do not stop
potential erring motorists
from driving and thus stop
the offence before it starts?

(3) If it is claimed in answer to
part (2) that there may be
a legal bar to stopping a
motorist from driving why are
warnings not to drive not
given and if disobeyed fur-
ther action be taken?

(4) Is it a fact that arrests for
this type of offence have been
made in the parking areas of
hotels?

(5) if the answer to (4) is In the
affirmative, why wait until
the motorist drives down the
road before he Is Intercepted?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) If they were aware a person

bad more than the legal limit
of alcohol in the blood before
that person drove a vehicle
and it was practicable to do
so. then It would be expected
a warning not to drive would
be given.

(3) Not applicable.
(4) Possibly, but no particular

instance can be quoted.
(5) It may not be necessarily so.

13. TRAFTIC
Non fatal Accidents

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Excluding fatal traffic accidents.

how many casualty road accidents
have taken place from 1st Janu-
ary to 31st October, 1976 in the-
(a) metropolitan traffic area:
(b) rest of the State?

(2) Excluding fatal traffic accidents,
how many casualty road accidents
took place for a similar period In
1975 in the-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) rest of the State?

(3) If the statistics are divided into
casualty accidents and serious
casualty accidents then, excluding
fatal traffic accidents, how many
serious casualty accidents have
taken place from the 1st January
to 31st October 1976 in the-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) rest of the State?

(4) Excluding fatal traffic accidents,
how many serious casualty acci-
dents took place from 1st January
to 31st October, 1975 In the-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) rest of the State?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (4) Traffic accident records

are not kept In this form by the
Main Roads Department but are
available from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics in a publica-
tion "Road Traffic Accidents In-
volving Casualties".

14. FACTORY WELFARE BOARD
Meetings

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

Since 1st January, 1978, how
many times has the Factory Wel-
fare Board met?

12.

4440



(Wednesday, 24 November. 19761 4441

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
None. Following a decision taken
at a meeting of the Board on the
16th December, 1975. propositions
to draft regulations and amend-
ments relating to asbestos, abra-
sive blasting, isocyanates, glass
re-intorced Plastics, work In con-
fined space, and hearing conser-
vation, have required extensive
discussions with other statutory
authorities and industry to achieve
uniformity and compatability.
There have been no matters raised
requiring urgent deliberation by
the board. The next meeting hasbeen arranged to be held on the
3rd December, 1976.

15. INTERNATIONAL INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS CONFERENCE

Western Australian Representative
Mr HARMAN, to the minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Did the Western Australian Gov-

ernment send a representative to
the International Industrial Rela-
tions Conference held in Geneva
recently?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr GRAYI2EN replied:
(1) No Western Australian Govern-

ment representative attended the
4th World Congress of the Inter-
national Industrial Relations
Association's Conference held in
Geneva on the 6th to 10th Sep-
tember, 1970.

(2) The International Industrial Re-
lations Association comprises Indi-
vidual members and associations
and conferences are normally not
attended by Governments. As far
as I can ascertain no Australian
Government was represented.

16. AB3ORIGINES
Mining Tenements: Win gellina

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) How many mining tenements,

claims or leases are held by-
(a) Aborigines:
(b) Aboriginal organisations;
(c) other persons or organisations.
at or near Wingellina to prospect
and mine gemstones?

(2) Which tenements, etc., are cur-
rently or recently being mined?

(3) If no mining is taking place will
he state the reasons why?

Mr MENSABOS replied:
(1) (a) Nil

(b) Two-Mineral Claim NO.
9640P held by The Aboriginal
Affairs Planning Authority

17.

and Mineral Claim No. 9850P
held by the Aboriginal Lands
Trust.

(c) Nil.
(2) Neither as far as Is known.
(3) In respect of Claim No. 9640P the

reason for no work, If this In
fact is the case, Is not known.
In respect of claim No. 9650P
registration was only effected on
the 18th November, 1976.

SEWERAGE
Eeechboro Road, Bayswater

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

When is it intended that sewer-
age will be extended to service
house numbers 105 to 127 Beech-
boro, Road, Bayswater?

Sir Charles Court (for Mr O'NEIL)
replied:

Extensions to this area have not
yet been programmed.

18. WATER SUPPLIES
National Code o/ Plumbing

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

What action has the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Board taken in respect
of the draft National Code of
Plumbing?

Sir Charles Court (for Mr O'NEfl)
replied:

The draft National Code of
Plumbing has been under the
scrutiny of the board and the
trade. The board Is now In a
position to revise its by-laws in
line with the code.

19. PERTH MEDICAL CENTRE
Accident Prevention Officer

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What arrangements were made

for an on-site accident prevention
officer at the Perth Medical
Centre with the unions concerned?

(2) When was this arrangement
made?

(3) From what date will a permanent
accident prevention officer be on
site at the Perth Medical Centre?

(4) What qualifications and experience
has this officer?

Sir Charles Court (for Mr O'NEIL)
replied:
(1) Until a permanent safety officer

Is appointed on site, the Public
Works Department has arranged
for the Architectural Division



4442 [ASSEMBLY]

safety officer to visit the site on
a daily basis and also to attend
a meeting on site with the co-
ordinating contractor and a union
representative every second Fri-
day to discuss safety matters.

(2) Mid-September.
(3) The Public Works Department

has made arrangements for the
Immediate advertising of a posi-
tion to allow a permanent Public
Works Department Safety Officer
to be located on site. This should
be achieved early in 1977.

(4) It is a requirement that the
appointed officer is to be eligible
for membership of the Australian
Safety Institute, and to have had
three years' experience as a safety
officer.

APPLE EWORTS
Quotas

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it expected that quotas will be

introduced on apples to be ex-
ported to the United Kingdom and
the Continent in the 1977 season?

(2) If "Yes" will growers be able to
send their fruit with the shippers
of their choice?

(3) How many export licences for ap-
ples will be allocated in Western
Australia in 1977, and to which
firms and individuals?

(4) How will Quotas for individual
growers be determined?

(5) Will growers who have in past
years sold fruit to other growers or
firms and which has then been
exported, have a quota entitle-
ment?

(6) Will growers have any appeal
rights if dissatisfied with the quota
allocation, and if so, what
machinery will exist?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes. Grower and shipper bodies

have agreed to adopt a quota
system through the Apple and
Pear Export Steering Committee.

(2) Yes.
(3) This is a matter for decision by

the Apple and Pear Corporation.
However exporters currently listed
by the corporation to ship apples
to United Kingdom/Continent
from Western Australia are as
follows:-

Blue Moon (WA) Pty Ltd Fre-
mantle

Craig Mostyn & Growers Pack-
ing Co Ply Ltd Frenmantle

Etherington Exports Pty Ltd
Perth

C. Md. Paul Pty Ltd Fremantle
Hurridge & Warren Pty Ltd

Claremont
R. N. Mooney Pty Ltd Perth
Westrallan Fruit Exports Pre-

mantle.
(4) Quotas will be based on the grow-

ers' anticipated availability for
export with due regard to past
performance.

(5) Yes.
(6) Yes--through the WA Fruit

Growers Association (The) and
the Apple and Pear Export Steer-
ing Committee.

21. RIVERSIDE DRIVE AND
CAUSEWAY
Interchange

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the Main Roads Department

already some plans for a road
interchange at the western end
of the Causeway and which would
include feeding to and from an
eight-lane Riverside Drive?

(2) If "Yes" will he table a general
outline of the plan?

(3) What additional crossings of the
Swan River would be necessary
and/or desirable to feed such an
interchange?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) In 1963 the Main Roads Depart-

ment produced a preliminary
plan-MRfl 3034 TB 2622 for an
interchange at the western end
of the Causeway which Included
feeding to and from an eight lane
Riverside Drive. These plans
conformed to the Metropolitan
Region Scheme of the day and are
shown in Sheet 27. In 1967 the
Brand Government abandoned
any thought of river reclamation
or of an eight lane freeway type
facility shown in the plan. The
current Metropolitan Region
Scheme has been amended to ex-
clude this freeway type controlled
access highway and therefore
these plans have been superseded
to reflect this decision.

(2) Plan MRD 3034 TB 2622 is here-
with tabled.

(3) This Plan allowed for connection
to the proposed Burswood Bridge.

The plan was tabled (see paper No.
581).

20.



[Wednesday, 24 November, 1971]44

22. RIVERSIDE DRIVE
Environmaental Reports

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment:
(1) (a) What studies have been made

by his department specifically
with respect to Riverside
Drive; and

(bi what studies have been un-
dertaken by his department or
within the knowledge of his
department have been under-
taken by others which make
some mention of environ-
mental aspects of Riverside
Drive?

(2) Will he table copies of any such
reports or relevant parts of such
reports?

(3) (a) Is the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority presently en-
gaged in such a study; and

(b) If "Yes" will he advise the
terms of reference?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) and (2) -

(a) and (b) None. As there is
no development specifically
planned in respect to River-
side Drive no studies of the
kind referred to by the mem-
ber have been undertaken.
However, as the Government
has already indicated, should
there be any projected change
In the status of Riverside
Drive at some time In the
future, it would be studied
and reported on by the En-
vironmental Protection Auth-
ority.

(3) (a) and (b) No.

23. RIVERSIDE DRIVE
Interchfange

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Transport:

if the metropolitan Region Plan-ning Authority plan for Riverside
Drive is amended to limit it to
a four-lane highway:
(1) Will any existing plans for

an interchange at the western
end of the Causeway need to
be amended?

(2) Will any previously announc-
ed proposal for a possible
crossing of the Swan River
need to be changed?

(3) What conceptual changes will
be necessary to either down-
grade or transfer to another
site, the presently proposed
interchange?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (3) Any further amend-

ment to the metropolitan
Region Scheme involving
Riverside Drive would require
a complete review to assess
the effect on the city's road
system.

24. MITCHELL FREEWAY
INTERCHANGE

Riverside Drive Traffic
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Transport:

Has the Mitchell Freeway Inter-
change been planned and con-
structed as though It would need
to cope with traffic using an eight-
lane highway along Riverside
Drive?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The Narrows Interchange was
designed generally in accordance
with the concepts outlined in the
1963 Metropolitan Region Scheme.
However, a major bridge included
in the actual design which con-
nected Mounts Bay Road and the
Narrows Bridge with Riverside
Drive was not built.

25. RIVERSIDE DRIVE
Upgrading: Perth City Council

Approval
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:
(1) Does the Perth City Council

District Planning Scheme to which
lhe recently gave preliminary ap-
proval still show Riverside Drive
as an eight-lane highway?

(2) Has the Perth City Council, either
in writing or verbally, indicated
its opposition to the retention of
an eight-lane highway along
Riverside Drive?

(3) What steps does he presently plan
to take to lead to the position
where a Government could take
action within the Parliament to
amend the scheme to show River-
side Drive as a four-lane highway?

(4) When would he anticipate would
he the earliest that an appropriate
amendment could be brought be-
fore Parliament?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Formal preliminary approval has

not yet been given but the scheme
as presented by the Perth City
Council does not show Riverside
Drive as an eight-lane highway.
The Perth City Council Town
Planning Scheme can only be ap-
proved If it is in accordance with
and consistent with the Metro-
politan Region Scheme. The re-
cent amendment to the Metro-
politan Region Scheme does not
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show Riverside Drive as an
eight-lane highway. The area
shown in the Metropolitan Region
Scheme is consistent with the
existing road reserve of ninety-
nine feet.

(2) Council has indicated its objec-
tion to any increase of provision
for more than the present four
lanes.

(3) The scheme does not show any
number of lanes in respect of
Riverside Drive or any other road
reserves In the scheme. Amend-
Ing the scheme of itself would not
preclude construction of addi-
tional pavement nor does the pre-
sent scheme provide for additional
construction.

(4) See answer to (3). So far as any
future road construction Is con-
cerned, the Government has given
assurances that environmental,
traffic and planning studies would
need to show that an alternative
to a four-lane road was necessary
and that any proposal was re-
ported upon by the Environmental
Protection Authority and ap-
proved by the State Government
and Perth City Council. The
Construction of Riverside Drive is
the responsibility of the Perth City
Council.

26. TECHNICAL SCHOOL AT
KWINANA

Construction Programme

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

With respect to the Minister's
Press statement relating to the
proposed lNwlnana Technical
School. will the Minister confirm
the Government's commitment
to-
(a) planning the Kwinana Tech-

nical School this financial
year;

(h) actually building and placing
in service at least part of the
Institution in the next three
years?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(a) Arrangements have been

made to ensure that the plan-
ning of the Kwlnana Tech-
nical College will certainly be
commenced in the current fin-
ancial year.

(b) 'The intention is for con-
struction to commence at the
completion of planning in
order to achieve part occupa-
tion within the next three
years.

27. TOWN PLANING
Corridor Boundaries

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) (a) Have the boundaries of the

various corridors been per-
manently fixed at any time;
and

(b)Iif so, by what authority?
(2) When was this done?
(3) What changes, other than In

minor detail, have been made
with respect to the boundaries of
corridors?

(4) Will he table plans showing
changes made?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) (a) No. The Corridor Plan for

Perth report described general
boundaries, Each of the four
corridors are the subject of
current studies by the metro-
politan Region Planning
Authority.

(b) Not applicable.
(2) to (4) Not applicable.

28. MENTAL HEALTH
Land at Porrestdale

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Do Mental Health Services have

title to some 128 acres of un-
cleared rural land at Forrestdalev

(2) When, from whom and for what
price was it purchased?

(3) For what purpose will It be used?
(4) When Is It expected to be used?
(5) Ftrm what source were funds for

the purchase obtained?
(6) Will the Minister table all relevant

documents relating to the
Purchase?

(7) If not, why not?
Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 2nd August, 1976. Kimberley

F~hancc Corporation Pty. Ltd.
$92 000. following a letter dated
7th December, 1973 to the Direc-
tor of Administration, conse-
quent upon a statement by the
then Minister which the company
had read, indicating sites were
required by the State Government.

(3) Land was purchased for use in
the long term as a residential and
training complex for intellectually
handicapped Persons.

(4) Not yet determined.
(5) General Loan Funds.
(6) and ('7) No. However, I would be

prepared to arrange for the Men-
tal Health Services files to be



[Wednesday, 24 November, 19761 44

available for Inspection by the
member in the office of the Secre-
tary, Mental Health Services.

29. ALCOHOL AND DRUG
AUTHORITY

Annual Report
Mr DAVIES to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

When Is it expected the annual
report of the Alcohol and Drug
Authority for the year ended 30th
June, 1976 will be tabled?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
Audited statements are awaited
and it is unlikely that the annual
report will be available to lay on
the Table of the House until the
1977l session of Parliament.

30. WOOROLCO SCHOOL
Construction Cost

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) What was the final total cost for

the building of the new Woorolco
Primary School?

(2) How much of the total cost was
provided from Australian Govern-
ment funds?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Expenditure to the end of October

was $233 581.77 with a few remain-
ing accounts still outstanding.

(2) The school was built with Com-
monwealth funds.

31. CHIDLOW SCHOOL
Opening, and Contract Price

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) When was the new Chidlow Prim-

ary School opened?
(2) (a) When was the contract for

the construction of the school
signed; and

(b) what was the contract price?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) June, 1972.
(2) (a) January, 1972.

(b) $7319.

32- PUB3LIC SERVICE BOARD
Annual Report

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
When is it expected the annual
report for year ended 30th June,
1976 of the Public Service Board
will be tabled?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Annual Report of the Public
Service Board for the year ending
30th June, 1976 has been Pre-

33.

pared and will be forwarded to
the Government Printer within
the next few days.
The Government Printer has In-
dicated the report should be
printed before the end of Decem-
ber and will be tabled as soon as
Parliament meets thereafter.

CANNING VALE
INDUSTRIAL AREA

Land Acquisition: Inquiry by Mr
K. J. Townsing

Mr BATEMAN. to the Premier:
With reference to The West Aus-
tralian of Tuesday. 23rd Novem-
ber, relevant to the final report
of the former Under Treasurer,
Mr K. J. Townslng on Canning
Vale land dealings:
(1) Why were three voluntary

witnesses who had docu-
mented evidence regarding
land sales in Canning Vale
not allowed to give evidence
to Mr Townsing on an ar-
ranged interview with him?

(2) Why was Mr Townsing ap-
pointed when having pre-
viously been the Under Trea-
surer he possibly would have
known about the land tran-
sactions which took place by
the Industrial Lands Develop-
ment Authority during his
term as Under Treasurer?

(3) Can he further advise when
Mr Townsing's report will be
made available to the Parlia-
ment and the public in
general?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) I am advised they did give

evidence and no restriction
was Placed upon them in any
way.

(2) Because he is a person of
undoubted integrity and com-
petence who Is highly re-
garded both in Western Aus-
tralia and in other States, and
also because he has an out-
standing knowledge of Gov-
ernment departmental pro-
cedures and practices which
thus gave him a unique ca-
pacity to study and report on
the allegations made.

(3) As already stated publicly, a
decision on the release of Mr
Townsing's report will be
made after the QO's report
on matters Published in a
number of Press articles is
available for study by the
Government,
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34. RIVERSIDE DRIVE
Upgrading: Perth City Council

Assurances
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
nling:
(1) Does his answer to part (2) of

question 8 of 6th October. 1976
regarding Riverside Drive still
apply?

(2) If not, what change(s) apply?

Mr
(1)
(2)

A representative of the Aus-
tralian Institute of Health
Surveyors,

The chairman of the technical
committee is secretary to
the planning committee.

36.

RUSHTON replied:
Yes.
Not applicable.

WASTE DISPOSAL
Advisory Committee

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for H-ealth:
(1) Has an advisory committee to deal

with waste yet been set up under
the Health Act 1911-1975?

(2) If so, who are the members?
(3) If not, is It intended to set up

a committee and when?

Mr RU.SHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3)-

(a) The Commissioner of Public
Health (Chairman) and eight
elected members of Local
Government comprised of two
from each of the four existing
refuse zone committees.

(b) The advisory committee is
supported by a technical corn-
mittee comprised of-
The Chief Health Surveyor,

Department of Public
Health-Chairman,

A senior engineer, Metropoli-
tan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Hoard,

A senior planning officer,
Town Planning Depart-
ment,

A senior environmental of-
ficer, Department of Con-
servation and Environ-
ment,

A representative of the In-
stitute of Municipal En-
gineers,

BUSES
Transfer Stations: Toilets

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Where else has the MTT transfer

stations similar to that on Rock-
Ingham Road, Swinana?

(2) Have any of these toilet facilities
either incorporated therein, in ad-
jacent railway stations, shopping
centres or other venue near
enough to be of convenience to
Patrons awaiting transfer?

Mr

37.

O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Rockingham, Morley, Karrinyup,

Midland, Garden City and
Carousel.

(2) None have toilet facilities incor-
porated and the nearest would be
at Rockingham in the local auth-
ority.
At Morley in local authority some

distance away.
Karrinyup-some distance away

in shopping complex.
Mlidland-an adjacent station.
Garden City-some distance away

in shopping centre.
Carousel-not readily available,

in shopping complex.

HOUSING
Cock burn Electorate: Categories

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Housing:

How many units has the State
Housing Commission In each of
the undermentioned areas in the
categories of-
(a) under purchase;
(b) rental single units;
(a) rental duplex and townhouses:
(d) rental apartments--

(i) Kwinana;
dii) Southwell;

(III) Coolbellup;
Qiv) East Hamilton Hill?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(a)

Purchase

Kwinana .... .... . .. 438
Southwell .. ... .. ... 44
Coolbellup .. ... .. ... 1 236
Hamilton Hill ... .. .. 446

(b)
Rental
Single
Units

so
28
54
14

Wc
Rental

T/Houses
and Duplex

165
61
98
18

(d)
Rental

Apartments

437

60
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HOUSING
Cockburn Elect orate: Programme
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Housing:

Further to my question 19 of 25th
August:
(1) How many units of accom-

modation were budgeted far
construction in the financial
years 1971-72, 1972-73 and
1973-74 in:

(a) Southwell area;
(b) Kwnana;
(c) Fremantle (excluding

SouthwellD?
(2) With respect to the above,

how many units were actually
completed during each of the
above financial years and In
each area?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) and (2)

(a) Soutbwell-
Contracts Let
Completed

(b) Kwinana-
Contracts Let
Completed

(c) Fremantle-
Contracts Let
Completed

QUESTIONS (9): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. TRAFFIC BRANCH
Athol Mouck: Impro per Practices
Mr YOUNG, to the Minister for Police:
(A) (1) Did a senior member of the

Police Traffic Branch in 1971
to 1973-
(a) withdraw many thous-

ands. of dollars in charges
for traffic offences,

(b) withdraw a drunk driv-
ing charge against a pro-
minent city solicitor,

(c) leave signed withdrawal
forms in the hands of a
junior clerk to fill in
while he was overseas.

(d) withdraw nine charges
against one man in 18
months?

(2) Will the Minister advise
which officer this was?

(3) Will he table all relevant
papers?

(4) What effect did this have
on-
(a) police morale, and
(b) the driving public?

(B) (1) Has he read or been in-
formed of ailegations against
him in regard to the allowance
of certain imported vehicles
being sold to the public by
Sydney Atkinson Ltd. before
official ADR regulations had
been complied with?

(2) Who gave such permission?

(3) If the Minister was in any
way involved in that permis-
sion, on whose advice did he
act?

(4) Will he table papers forth-
with In respect of the above
matters?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I thank the honourable member
for some notice of the question.

Mr. T. H. Jones: I'll bet you do.
Mr O'CONNOR: The answer is as to]-

lows-
(A) (1) (a) to (d) Yes.

(2) Fortunately for the de-
partment the burden has
been lifted from it be-
cause of age. The mem-
ber had to retire-it was
Mr Athol Monck.

(3) No, I am not prepared to
table all relevant papers
because I feel in many in-
stances innocent people
could be affected. How-
ever, I am prepared to
table a summary that was
banded to me in 1975 in
connection with this mat-
ter, and I request permis-
sion to do so.

(4) (a) Morale in the Police
Force was at an all-
time low because of-
ficers felt there was
little use in picking
UP certain people
whomn they felt were
certain to be let off

1971-72

... Nil

... Nil

... 104

... 255

... Nil
I.. Nil

1972-73

107
Nil

55
24

62
Nil

1973-74

34
39

(102 corn-
pieced in
1974-75)

Nil
31

Nil
62
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(b) The high road toll is
indicative that it
could have cost many
lives.

(B) (1) Yes.
(2) 1 seek leave to table the

Statute which says the
only person who can give
the authority Is the
Director of the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles.

(3) At no time did I ever give
any instructions that
these were to be Issued,
although I see no fault in
any of them having been
issued.

(4) 1 have some papers here
and I will table them.

The documents were tabled (see paper
No. 585).

2. CLOSE OF SESSION: SECOND
PART

Target Date
Mr H. D. Evans (for Mr JABMSON),
to the Premier:

I ask this question on behalf of
the Leader of the Opposition.
who Is not present at the moment;
however, it is only procedural, and
should not cause any difficulty to
the Premier. Does the Premier
propose to conclude the session
this week, as previously indicated
and if not. could he indicate his
intentions in this regard?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
It was my intention to confer with
the Leader of the opposition this
eventig. I gather from the fact
that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has asked the question
that his leader will not be here
until later this evening.

Mr H. D. Evans: That is right.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I would

rather answer the question after
I have had a chance to talk to
him because at this stage of the
session it is customary for some
consultation to take place. it is
the Government's desire that the
business of the House-that is, the
public business-should be dealt
with In an effective and dignified
way, and we will remain in ses-
sion as long as necessary to give
it reasonable consideration.
However, the machinery and
timetable for this would be better
stated after I have been able to
confer with the Leader of the
Opposition. In his absence I will
be only too pleased to confer with
the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion. As I see the notice Paper at
the moment. It would mean we
would come back next week, but

this of course is entirely In the
hands of the House. The Govern-
ment. Itself has no desire to pres-
surise business unduly. If next
week is necessary, next week it
will be.

3. STATE FORESTS
Working Plans: Tabling

Mr H1. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:

My question is directed to the
Minister for Forests, who is not
present at the moment; I hope the
Minister for Housing has been
supplied with the answer. My
question is as follows,-
(1) As previously indicated, does

he still Intend to table the
Forests Department working
Plan in this House?

(2) (a) If "Yes" to (1), when
does he Propose to table
the working plan?

(b) If "No" to (1)-
(I) what is the total

amount of kerrn
which will be used
for sawmilling in
each of the next five
years;

(Ii) what is the total
annual increment
which the karri
forest will gain in
each of the next five
years;

(III) what Is the total
amount of Jarrah
which will be used
for sawinilling in
each of the next
five years;

(tv) what is the total
annual increment
which the jarrab
forest will gain in
each of the next five
years?

Mr P.
replied:

(1)
(2)

V. Jones (for Mr RIDGE).

Yes.
(a) Unfortunately it will not

be possible to table the
working plan before the
Parliament rises. How-
ever, as soon as the
plan has been approved
by the Governor-in-Exe-
cutive-Council, copies will
be placed in the Parlia-
mnentary Library for the
information of members.
It is anticipated the plan
will be available early in
1977.

(b,) Answered by (2) (a)
above.

4448



[Wednesday. 24 November, 1976] 4449

Mr
(1)

PREMIER
Overseas Visits

MAY, to the Premier:
On the 13th August, 1975. did he
advise Parliament that he would
confer with the Leader of the
opposition regarding an ap-
propriate time to inform Parlia-
ment regarding his overseas visits?

(2) Did he confer with the then Leader
of the opposition as promised?

(3) On the 16th October, 1975, did
he advise Parliament that within
one week he would report to Par-
liament?

(4) Was this assurance carried out?
(5) on the 13th April, 1976, did he

state in Parliament that the mem-
ber for Clontarf would "get the
shock of his life when he saw the
report"?

(6) Has this report been given to Par-
liament?

(7) Did he further state on the 13th
April. 1976, that his assurances to
Parliament would be fulfilled?

(8) Have these assurances been ful-
filled?

(9) On the same day did he advise
Parliament that "the member for
Clontarf would get a surprise when
he sees the joint report by the
Premier and the Minister for In-
dustrial Development"?

(10) Has either he or the Minister
for Industrial Development re-
ported to Parliament as promised?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The honourable member's ques-
tion was brought to my notice
when I arrived at the House this
evening. As he knows, I have not
been at the House during the day.
My answer Is as follows-
(1) to (10) It is regretted that

the report promised has not
been tabled. However, now
that the member has raised
the matter again-

Mr May: After 12 months?

Sir CHARLES COURT: -it Is MY in-
tention to bring the report up
to date-it having been pre-
pared previously-including
the latest visit overseas by the
Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment, and endeavour to
table it before this session
ends. If by any chance It Is
not tabled then, I undertake
to send the member a copy as
soon as it is completed. The
report also will be made public
so that he will be free to
treat the document as a pub-
lic and not a personal docu-
ment.

5.

Point of Order
Mr MAY: Mr Speaker, I raise a point

of order. I should like to know
what action I can take against
the Premier, who has made state-
ments to the Parliament that he
would do a certain thing, and has
not honoured those promises.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has available to him the op-
portunity to criticise any member
or Minister who he feels has not
done what he Promised to do. This
is an age-old principle, and it Is
one which any member of Parlia-
ment has available to him.

Questions Without Notice Resumed

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Exclusion of Over-award Payments
Mr HARTHEY, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

I refer the Minister to question
11 (8) on today's notice paper.
Does the member for Gascoyne
properly comprehend the nature
of the amendments to the
Workers' Compensation Act.
passed last year on motion by
this Government, when he talks
about their precluding over-award
payments? In other words, does
the Act at present preclude over-
award payments? I have the
Workers' Compensation Act
Amendment Hill of 1975 before
me, and that Hill amended the
first schedule so that it read-

(di any bonus or incentive
(except over-award pay-
ment) .. .

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
I think the honourable member
must have made a mistake.

6. PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR
POLICE: FINANCIAL

INTERESTS AND DEALINGS
Address to Governor: Tabling of Papers

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
Will he table all papers and docu-
ments in any way related to the
matters mentioned in the motion
now on the notice paper, and
notice of which has been given by
the Leader of the Opposition?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I might Point out I received
notice of a similar question from
the member for Canning when I
arrived at the House tonight; so,
I assume there is some arrange-
ment between the two members.
I also assume the question refers
to Notice of Motion No. 1 on page
8 of today's notice paper. I am
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at a loss to understand the im-
port of the honourable member's
question, because the motion to
which he refers was not initiated
by me. If be can amplify the
matter to me later in the evening
I will be only too pleased to give
consideration to his request.

7. FISH CANNERY
Duns borough

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

is there any proposal before the
Government to build a fish can-
nery or processing plant in the
Dunsborough area: if so, will he
give details of any such proposi-
tion?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
NO.-

8. FISHERIES
Groy/ne at Bunkers Bay

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Is it intended to construct a

groyne for deep sea fishermen in
the Bunkers Bay area?

(2) If "Yes" to (1), Precisely where
will it be located and when will
construction commence?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) and (2) No work is currently

scheduled for this area. However,
investigations are programmed to
be undertaken within the next
two or three years, subject to the
availability of funds.

9. PREMIER AN]) MINISTER FOR
POLICE: FINANCIAL INTERESTS

AND D)EALIGS
Address to Governor: Tabling of Papers

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:

Will he table all Papers, files, and
documents in any way related to
the matters mentioned in the
motion now on the notice paper
and notice of which has been
given by the Leader of the
Opposition?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The documents referred to by the
honourable member would be in
several departments, and I am
quite sure that if I acceded to his
request, I would be accused of
using my ministerial Privilege to
obtain files from other depart-
ments. The documents I have
already have been provided to the
public and the Press, and are still
available to the media and any
respectable people.

COAL MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading
MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for

Mines) [7.40 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [7.41 p.m.]:
It will be recalled by members that last
night when this legislation was being
debated In Committee I discussed an
amendment I had placed on the notice
paper relating to the qualifications and
experience which in our opinion should
be required before a person can gain a
certificate of competency for an open-cut
mine manager's ticket. The Minister
indicated the Government had obtained
an opinion from the Crown Law Depart-
ment to the effect that the provision con-
tained in the Bill was better than the
one I was seeking. It will be recalled that
the Government assured me I could con-
tact the mining unions at Collie and if
they agreed with my amendment, the
Minister undertook to amend the Bill in
another Place.

I rise now to acquaint the House and the
Government of the position in which the
mining unions in Collie are placed. I rang
the secretary of the combined mining
unions (Mr Watkins) this morning, and
spent nearly an hour explaining the
amendments the Government had Placed
on the notice paper. He asked me to pro-
test again to the Government on behalf of
all unions in Collie that the Government
had not notified the unions of the amend-
ments it intended to move to the legisla-
tion.

This has always been the policy of pre-
vious Governments; whenever amendments
are foreshadowed to the Coal Mines Regu-
lation Act, conferences always have been
held to discuss the proposals. I have some
26 years' experience in the coalmining
industry, and this is the first occasion to
my knowledge an which discussion on
important amendments, some of which
affect the safety of workers in the industry,
has not taken place prior to the amend-
ments being brought to this House.

My claim is clearly borne out by the
fact that two conferences were held in
Collie in 1975, one on the 21st May and
the other on the 1st July, in order that
the amendments the Government was con-
templating to the Coal Mines Regulation
Act could be discussed.

This has been the policy since the in-
dustry was first established. Because of
the concern the Government expressed
with regard to the amendments, I shall
briefly indicate those who were in atten-
dance at the meetings to discuss the
amendments contained in the Bill. Those
present were Mr Wilson, the chief coal-
mining ergineer of this State; Mr K. M.
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Lloyd, the assistant State mining engineer:
Mr R. S. Ferguson, a mining engineer and
senior inspector of coalnilnes; Mr A. T.
Fogarty, the superintendent of Western
Collieries Limited; Mr L. Gillespie, the
superintendent of the Griffin Coal Mining
Co. Limited: Mr W. H. Williams. repre-
senting the Australian coalmine staff
management association; Mr J. Watkins,
Secretary of the Collie Combined Mining
Unions' Council; Mr D. Forrest. President
of the Australian Colliery Staff Associa-
tion; and Mr T. Ratcliffe, Secretary of the
Collie Deputies Union of Western Aus-
tralia.

It will be clearly seen that that delega-
tion comprised all the interests associated
with the coalmnining industry in this State.
I referred to the conference notes when I
said at the second reading stage that the
amendments the Government was con-
sidering making to the Act were discussed
at those meetings. But unfortunately the
Government had second thoughts and
placed other amendments on the notice
paper and did not notify the parties in-
volved in the conferences.

This is the criticism I make. I protest on
behalf of the Collie mining unions about
the policy that has now been adopted by
the Mines Department, the Minister for
Mines or the Government. This is a very
important matter in the view of the Collie
mining unions because the Coal Mines
Regulation Act covers safety within the
coalmining industry in Western Australia.

Since coalmining operations began at
Collie and open-cut mines were first in-
troduced, there have been only three fatal
accidents. We understand that to be a
record unparalleled In any part of the
world. This has been achieved because of
the heavy reliance which workers and
officials place on the safety conditions
contained in the Act.

It is most difficult for the secretary of
the mining unions at Collie to give me a
clear answer when he was advised of the
amendments on the notice Paper only
through me over the telephone. Mr Wat-
kins, the secretary of the unions, Indicated
that this is not good enough. It has been
the policy, over the years before this Min-
ister came into the Cabinet, to discuss
amendments with the mining unions so
that general understanding could be
reached, and if the unions wanted to make
any additional suggestions they would have
the opportunity. In this Instance a number
of amendments were placed on the notice
paper and we are in the unfortunate cir-
cumnstance where the Collie mining unions
do not know what the Government is doing
to the Bill which determines safety regu-
lations for the coalmining industry.

Mr Watkins drew my attention again
this morning, although I referred to this
last night, to the fact that this Bill has
been on the notice paper for six months.
If the Government had been considering

any additional amendments to those con-
tained In the Bill it should have had the
decency to confer with the mining unions
and to ask them whether they approve of
these amendments.

Mr Mensaros: You do not sound gen-
uine enough-be a bit more angry!

Mr Bryce: You real smart man!
Mr T. H. JONES: Here are gutter poll-

tics coming into it again when I am stating
my case clearly; and the Minister cannot
deny that this is the situation. He has let
the mining unions down and he cannot
deny that. He has taken away an estab-
lished principle that the mining unions
in Collie have had forever and a day and
he is responsible for interfering with the
good relationships that have existed on
the fields. He can say what he likes. He
stands condemned in the eyes of all mine-
workers at Collie and he can laugh his
head off.-

If he does not do something about
miners' pensions shortly he will laugh on
the other side of his face because there
will be no coal for the power houses in
this State; and that is not a threat.

Mr Sibson interjected.
Mr T. H. JONES: I am making this

speech. The member can make his own
speeches standing up If he Is game enough
to get up.

Mr Sibson: What did Mr Watkins say?
Mr T. H. JONES: I will make my own

speech. I am quite capable of doing so
without the member's assistance. Mr Wat-
kins has asked me to bring the serious-
ness of the situation to the Government's
attention. For more than two years the
unions have been asking this Minister to
look at mining pension matters because
the mineworkers in this State are receiving
$19 less a fortnight-

Point of Order
Mr MENSAROS: Mr Speaker, I should

like to draw Your attention to the fact
that this has nothing to do with the third
reading of the Bill. It Is an entirely differ-
ent subject.

The SPEAKER: I will determine the
issue.

Debate Resumed
Mr T. H. JONES: Thank you, Mr

Speaker. I have the greatest confidence in
You and It is quite obvious the Minister has
not the same confidence. Obviously what
I am saying must be hurting the Minister
because he cannot front up to the situa-
tion. He has let the Industry down and It
is time he got off his backside and did
something about It before there Is a stop-
page in this State because the coalininers
at Collie are receiving $19 a fortnight less
than their counterparts in Eastern Austra-
lia. For two years now the unions have
been asking the Minister to do something
about meeting them and he has not done
SO.



4452 [ASSEMBLY]

Unless some action is taken shortly I
can see Industrial trouble at Collie and
this will mean there will be a limilta-
tion of power supplies. This Is no threat
but the unions at Collie have no other
alternative. If the Minister will not meet
the unions what else can they do? The
mine Pensioners are being denied their
rights. The Minister has been to Collie
making great promises, saying that the
workers are doing it great job at Muja
and praising the industrial expansion that
is taking place In the town; but he will
not meet the unions to talk the matter
over. In correspondence to the minister the
miners have clearly Indicated that they
will Increase their contributions to the
fund so that the retired pensioners can
receive the same level as their counter-
parts In Eastern Australia, a policy that
has always operated since the pension
scheme was first introduced in Western
Australia.

Mr Shalders: By way of interjection,
seriously, what Is the level of pension In
the Eastern States?

Mr T. H. JONES: From memory, It Is
about $180 a fortnight. The increases that
have applied In the Eastern States have
always been passed on to our pensioners
but the fact is that now the pensioners
In this State are $19 a fortnight behind
Eastern States mineworkers.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-
ber for Collie resume his seat? The matter
has changed somewhat from the third
reading of the Bill that Is before the
House. I did not mind the comparisons
being made with the subject In his com-
menting on the Minister's actions, but the
member must not dwell on that matter. It
becomes very noticeable when questions
are asked about the pension.

Mr T. H. JONES: Mr Speaker, I thank
you for the liberty you extended to me and
I shall not refer to the matter again. What
I want to refer to is what we are going
to do about the amendments. Unfortun-
ately the mining unions cannot under-
stand clearly what these amendments do.
This Is to be understood because they have
not seen the amendments. It has been Ima-
possible for me to get copies into their
hands while this Bill has been debated In
the House-that was not a practical pos-
sibility-but what could and should have
been done was for the Minister to say to
the mining unions, "In addition to the
amendments contained In the Bill, which
we have already discussed, these are the
additional amendments I have Placed on
the notice paper to inform you of what
the Government intends to do." But he
did not do that.

I draw the anomalous situation that
exists to the Minister's attention. He said
that by clause 10 of the Bill it will be
necessary now for anyone to have three
years' experience In a coalmine open-cut
to get an under-manager's ticket but people

coming in from outside the industry will be
granted an open-cut mine manager's certi-
ficate of competency If they have had some
mining experience and the board is satisfied
they have had adequate surface mining
experience which includes not less than 12
months' experience In coalmine open-cut
mining. My interpretation of this Is that
the board of examiners can grant an open-
cut mine manager's certificate of com-
petency provided it Is satisfied the
applicant has had 12 months' experience
In an open-cut coalmine, But anyone with-
out practical mining experience must have
three years' experience in a coalmine.

The maining unions have no alternative
but to accept the Crown Law opinion that
under the provisions of clause 15 anyone
wanting to obtain an open-cut manager's
certificate of competency at Collie must
have three years' experience In the coal-
mining industry. They wonder why the
three-year provision should not apply also
to clause 18. The mining unions have no
alternative but to accept what the Govern-
ment is doing although they are not clear
what it is doing. The amendment I placed
on the notice paper was done on their be-
half because of the unsatisfactory position
brought about by the attitude of the
Minister, It seems that all that can be
done, if the Government is adamant, is to
leave the matter as it is,

MR MAY (Clontarf) L 7.55 p.m.1: I
should like to support the member for
Collie. I feel there are certain things we
must straighten out and I take the oppor-
tunity to point out the anomaly which
exists at present because of the evident
unfairness in connection with people who
work on the Collie coalfields. The situa-
tion is that a person can come from the
Eastern States with 12 months' experience
of open-cut mining and can be granted,
at the board's discretion, an open-
cut mine manager's certificate. Any-
one who has had 12 month's experi-
ence in open-cut mines In New South
Wales, Victoria or Queensland can be
granted an open-cut mine manager's cer-
tificate.

The situation In Western Australia Is
that people who have been working in the
iron ore Industry for Years have to serve
three years In the coalanining industry to
be able to qualify for an open-cut mine
manager's certificate. It is ridiculous that
people who come up in the industry In
Collie have to serve three years and yet
people coming from the Eastern States
or overseas have to serve only one year
and the board in its discretion can grant
them a certificate.

I can imagine the Indignation of the
unions and the member for Collie in try-
ing to understand this provision. What
will happen in the iron ore industry If
some of the mines close down and a num-
ber of experienced men seek employment
In the coalfields? These people will have
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to serve three years In the coalmines in
Collie before they can qualify for an open-
cut mine manager's certificate. Yet some-
one who comes from the Eastern States or
overseas and can prove to the board that
he has served 12 months in an open-cut
mine can be granted a certificate. Con-
versely, people who work, live, and eat coal
In Collie have to serve three years. If that
is not a ridiculous situation, I do not
know what is.

This is what we were trying to get over
to the Minister last night. The unions are
not sure what is going on. This Is the
matter relating to the amendment that
was put on the notice paper yesterday hav-
ing regard for the fact this Bill has been
before the House for six months. One can
understand the reasons for the coalmin-
Ing people getting upset when this sort
of situation occurs. The coalmining in-
dustry is one of the most stable Industries
in Western Australia and yet it is sub-
ject to this type of uncertainty.

Once again, for the benefit of the House,
I say it is quite obvious that people com-
ing from overseas or interstate with 12
months' knowledge of the open-cut
industry can obtain a mine manager's
certificate two years before someone who
has worked on the coalmines in Collie. If
that is not a ridiculous situation I would
like to know what is.

All we asked the Government to do last
night was to report progress, reconsider
the situation, and discuss it with the
unions, the same as did the member for
Collie today. He got on the phone to the
secretary of the combined mining unions,
something the Minister should have done.
In actual fact the Minister could have
jumped in his car and made his second
trip to Collie in nearly three years. That
would have been wonderful. But no; the
member for Collie had to ring the unions
to try to explain the situation and it is
still In the dark as to why their mem-
bers should be penalised.

I rose only to support the member for
Collie. The anomaly is there and I have
demonstrated to the House the reasons
the people in Collie are most dissatisfied.
It is not right that someone can come from
outside the State with only 12 months'
experience and take over from someone
in Collie who is required to have three
years' experience. It Is a ridiculous situa-
tion, and I do not support the Minister's
amendment.

ME MENSAROS (Floreat--Mlnister for
Mines) [8.Dl p.m.]: I think the member
for Comle must be in a fairly desperate
situation.

Mr T. H. Jones: No he isn't.
Mr MENSAROS: I am glad to hear It.

Nevertheless, he must be in a fairly
desperate situation to have to use the
third reading debate for the purposes of
propaganda.

Mr T. H. Jones: You are on It again.
You said that last night.

The SPEAKER; Order!1
Mr MENSAROS: His only complaint was

that the unions were not notified about
the last amendment. The Government and
the unions had frequent long conversations
on this matter and the discussions con-
cluded with there being only one disagree-
ment which concerned the issue of an
open-cut mine manager's certificate being
granted on a reciprocal basis. The unions
wanted the applicant to have one year's
open-cut coalmine experience. The Gov-
ernment argued that this might not be
necessary because people coming from
other places could have had plenty of open-
cut experience in mines other than coal-
mines. The expansion of the coalmnines.
would necessitate the availability of
sufficient leading people. This is the note
on which we parted and on which the Bill
was introduced.

Mr T. H. Jones: They did not know about
this amendment, did they?

Mr MENSAROS: I said so, but why not
listen for a change? This was how the
Bill was introduced. Since then I had some
further conversation with the employers
and, as I explained yesterday, the only
aim of the Government was to ensure that
the mines could expand without difficulty
and therefore sufficient leading personnel
must be available. I was told that
there are sufficient people now with
one year's coalmining experience and
therefore the request of the union, which
was the only disagreement we had on the
whole Bill and about which the member
for Collie made such a big dance, has been
resolved. What was there to communicate
to the unions? What they wanted they
got, and that is the whole situation. There-
fore it can be seen that the whole com-
plaint is not based on anything sound.

I cannot understand what the member
for Clontarf Is complaining about. He
said that is was not right that the man
who applies for an open-cut mine man-
ager's certificate in Western Australia
must have three years' open-cut coalmine
experience whereas the man who applies
on the basis of an already acquired certi-
ficate somewhere else-from New South
Wales, for instance-has to have only one
additional year's open-cut coalmnine
experience.

Mr May: It is not additional.

Mr MENSAROS: It is additional be-
cause he must already have a certificate.
His certificate will be recognised and be
has to show he has had at least one year's
open-cut coalmine experience.

Mr may: That is right, but not addi-
tional.
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Mr MJENSAROS: I wonder what the
member for Contarf wants. Does he want
to reduce the three years to one or in-
crease the one year to three? What does
he want? He did not say. He only com-
plained.

Mr May: I do not think the people in
Colle should be penalised.

Mr MENSAROS: I still do not know
what the honourable member wants.

Mr May: That does not make it wrong.
Mr MENSAROS: I do not understand

what he wants. Does he want to reduce the
three years to one or increase the one to
three years?

Mr May: All we want is for you to
discuss it with the unions.

Mr MENSAROS: It can be seen there
is no serious complaint. The provision as
it is now is justified because the one year
applies to the man whose application is
based on an already acquired certificate.
As I said yesterday fairly plainly, the man
applying on the already acquired certi-
ficate needs less additional experience.
Members opposite are assuming that the
certificate already acquired has been based
on no experience at all. Can the member
for Clontarf or anyone else demonstrate
that any State in Australia or any serious-
minded country would issue a similar
certificate-and do not forget it must be
a similar certificate--when the applicant
has had no experience whatever? in those
circumstances the member for Clontart
would be right.

Mr T. H. Jones: I am right now, and
you know it.

Mr MENSAROS:, Obviously a certificate
issued in Queensland, Canada, or the
United States would be issued only if the
applicant had had reasonable experience.

Mr May: Would you agree that a person
coming from the Eastern States with 12
months' experience has an advantage over
a person who has worked in the mines at
Collie for two years?

Mr MENSAROS: I am not saying-
Mr May: I want a "Yes" or "No" answer.
Mr MENSAROS: The member for dlon-

tart is presupposing that a similar open-
cut certificate would have been issued
without the applicant having first had
experience. For instance, if the law else-
where requires an applicant to have, as
an example, five years' experience in any
open-cut-whether it be connected with
coal, tin, nickel, or anything else-
we would want him to have an additional
Year's experience in an open-cut coalmine.
That is the only difference. So there Is
nothing ilogical about it.

Furthermore I assure members that this
was not a contentious question when the
matter was being discussed with the
unions. They wanted this additional year.

Mr T. H. Jones: You put this last
amendment on because of them?

Mr MENSAROS: The unions wanted the
additional year, so I think the legislation
is quite all right with them.

Mr May: Do you agree that someone
from the Eastern States who has 18
months' experience in an open-cut over
there has an advantage over someone
with 2* years' experience in Collie?

Mr MENSAROS: I do not agree he
should have an advantage.

Mr May: Under the Bill he has.
Mr MENSAROS: Only if the member

for Clontarf can prove to me that a person
can receive a similar certificate in the
Eastern States based on only 18 months'
experience.

Mr May: He can get a certificate here
because it says so In the amendment.

Mr MENSAROS: No he cannot. He can
have only a permit, not a similar certific-
ate.

Anyway, I think I have covered the situ-
ation. The only question-pertinent to
this Bill-raised by the member for Collie
was whether the unions agreed to the am-
endment. Despite the fact that the mem-
ber for Collie wants to create an impres-
sion that I am an enemy of the unions, I
am not. He says that on his own behalf
and not with the unions' permission. I
have much more regard for Mr Watkins'
Intelligence and ability to understand the
amendment, because he does. He has the
Bill and the Act.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Inquiry into and Advertising of Accounts:
Motion

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [8.10
p.mi.l: Thanks to the provisions of Stand-
Ing Order 284 1 move-

That It be an instmection to the
Committee of the whole House that It
shall Inquire and report upon-

(1) the efficacy of-
(a) making it a. requirement

that the Treasurer shall
within 21 days of the 30th
June in each year publish
in at least one issue of
The West Australian
newspaper a copy of the
Consolidated Revenue
Fund Revenue and Ex-
penditure Account for the
12 months ended on the
30th June then last past
and containing appropri-
ate but accurate notations
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of all substantial inclu-
sions and or exclusions of
Revenue or Expenditure
contained In the Revenue
and Expenditure Account
for the immediately next
preceding year;

(b) maintaining consistent
accounting of moneys and
to that end providing a
separate schedule to the
Consolidated Revenue
Fund Revenue and Ex-
penditure Account dis-
closing all substantial
Items of Revenue and Ex-
penditure accrued but not
paid;

(c) providing a separate
schedule to the Consolid-
ated Revenue Fund Rev-
enue and Expenditure
Account setting forth each
Item of capital expendi-
ture Paid from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund
to the extent that such
items exceed the sum of
$100 000;

(di) providing that substan-
tial changes in account-
ing procedures shall not
be made without the
prior knowledge and ap-
proval of the Parliament,
and

(2) the facts as to whose fault
it was that this State lost $3.9
million, that Is about four times
the sum said to be the State's
surplus, as a result of the delay
in signing the Medibank agree-
ment with the Australian Oov-
ermnent in 1975.

As already intimated in an earlier debate
the amount of the Budget for the State
of Western Australia has increased to a
startling, extraordinary figure and, unfor-
tunately, the Premier appears to be proud
of that situation notwithstanding the fact
that from his pronouncements over a
period of years one would think that the
opposite would be the case.

The position is that the State's Budget
climbed steadily to a figure something like
$500 million in a period of about 144 years,
Prom the time the Colony commenced in
1829 it grew to about $500 million. The
Premier has been in power for something
approaching three years and the Budget
now, as a result of the extraordinary new
taxes and rapacious collection of taxes by
the Treasurer, exceeds, for the first time in
history, $1 billion. In other words, in a
period of about three years the State's
Budget has climbed from $500 million to
over $1 000 million: that is to say. it has
doubled in a period of about three years.
That is quite extraordinary.

One of the reasons it has increased Is the
imposition of certain new types of taxes;
for example, the tobacco tax which is
bringing in millions of dollars which were
not brought In Previously because there was
no such tax. it is a back-door tax which
the people we represent pay, in the main,
really not knowing they are paying it. It is
a concealed and discriminatory type of tax.

In addition, for the first time in history
this Government set about applying taxes
to some very big governmental Instrumen-
talities. It started imposing a tax on the
State Energy Commission, something never
before attempted; a tax which is not upon
its profit, but upon its turnover.

The Government is collecting taxes from
the port authority, once again on turn-
over, not on profit; another back-door tax-
ation of the people which the people do
not realise is being applied to them. We,
however, do know, or we ought to know.
A further tax of recent origin Is the tax
on the Rural and industries Bank, which
is a State-owned and State-conducted
bank. In that case it is not a tax on turn-
over but a tax on profit.

It is interesting to note that these new
forms of taxation exist, because members
will readily appreciate that from day to day
in those various funds I have mentioned-
the port authority, the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank, the State Energy Commission,
and the State Engineering Works--money
Ls ticking up. It is accruing all day
and ever.' day, and it is therefore impor-
tant that the money which is accruing to
our credit to be paid into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund be paid in in a proper man-
ner or, if it Is not actually received, that
it be adequately, properly, and clearly seen
to be accounted for. At the moment that
is not happening.

The Treasurer tells us that the surplus
[or the year is an amount of $593 777-, that
is to say, probably about the second
highest surplus in the history of the State.
The highest surplus this State ever had
was in the late 1960s, in the boom period,
when the surplus was something like
$800 000 in round figures.

The people of Western Australia have
been told over the last few years that the
State is in a very parlous financial situa-
tion. We cannot do anything about the
unemployed because we have not the
money. We have to take away free travel
for pensioners because we have not the
money. We have to keep down the ex-
penditure of our Government departments
necause we have not the money, etc., etc.
We are supposed not to have the money
but in this dreary, run-down, and tight
financial picture the Treasurer has de-
piected for the people, we find we have
come out on his figures-not mine-with
a surplus of $593 777, probably about the
second highest surplus the State has ever
had.
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On the 3rd July this Year the Treasurer
made a very detailed Press release-a
statement which was in fact for all prac-
tical Purposes in narrative form, It is true.
but it was really aL financial statement by
way of detailed, comprehensive accounts
and a summary of the State's financial
activities and results for the year ended the
30th June, 1976. The Treasurer announced
In that Press release on the 3rd July this
year that the surplus for the State was
$593 777.

What the Treasurer did not mention at
that time-the appropriate time-was that
for the first time in the history of the
State he had altered the accounting pro-
cedures so far as wages and salaries were
concerned. That was not disclosed; it was
kept secret. The Parliament had no know-
ledge of it; the Parliament had not been
asked to approve it and had absolutely no
knowledge of this move.

Therefore, when the people heard of the
surplus of $593 '777 they naturally assumed
that wages had been accounted for in the
Year ended the 30th June, 1976, in exactly
the same way as they had been accounted
for in the previous 147 years. That is what
the Public thought. I am a qualified
accountant and that is what I thought,
and I believe I had good reason to think it.

On the other hand, if we turn the clock
back, we will remember that in or about
October, 1975, the Budget for the year
ended the 30th June, 1976, was presented
to this Parliament, discussed, and agreed
to. one of the things agreed to at the
time of debating the Appropriation Bill
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) in 1975 was
that the sum of $6 million or thereabouts
earned during the year ended the 30th
June, 1975, by way of interest on short-
term investments would be included in
the revenue for the State for the year
ended the 30th June, 1976. It has now
become known that the $6 million was not
so included. The Parliament decided it
would be included; the Treasurer decided
it would not be included, by unilateral
decision, his own responsibility-nobody
else's responsibility, except perhaps for
Cabinet Ministers and those sitting behind
him who had been let into the secret.
The $6 million did not come into account.

So once again, on the 3rd July, 1978,
when the Treasurer gave his summary of
the accounts of the State and disclosed
what he said was the surplus of $593 777,
he did not on that occasion disclose what
he should have disclosed: namely, the fact
that $6 million which it had been agreed
be included in the revenue had in fact not
been included. Once again the public-
one of whom is myself-were entitled to
conclude-not being told to the contrary-
that the profit which was said to be
$593 777 was after the $6 million had been
brought to account in the manner con-
templated and agreed to by the Parlia-
ment.

If we look to that position for the mom-
ent we quickly see that If the accounts
for this State for the Year ended the 30th
June. 1976, had been prepared in the ord-
inary, accepted, and usual manner, and in
the manner in which they had been pre-
pared for the previous 147 years, we
would have finished up not with a surplus
of $593 777 but with a surplus something
like 28 or 29 times that figure, because
had those figures been taken into account
in a manner comparable to that adopted
in all other years, we would have had to
make an adjustment of the $8 million
for approved wages and salaries to which
I have already referred and an adjustment
on the revenue side with respect to the
$8 million to which I have already refer-
red, the difference being roughly $14
million.

I do not propose at the present time to
explain further to those present why the
manoeuvring took place, but the reason is
perfectly obvious. Put very shortly, the
fact was the Treasurer had overtaxed the
people mercilessly and tremendously. He
had finished up with far more money than
the State needed for the year ended the
30th June, 1976. It was shocking budget-
ing-I would say absolutely the worst In
the history of this State. The Treasurer
was not prepared to face up to the people
and say, "I have a surplus of $14 million".
because there would have been a rebellion
in all the circumstances of the financial
climate he had depicted over a year or so.

Therefore the Treasurer took steps to
shrink the figure. He used two devices:
one, the $8 million wages accrual, the
other the $8 million which was deleted
unilaterally. And if that were not bad
enough, we come to the classic situation,
which is extremely unsatisfactory to put
it at the very least, that the Treasurer
then comes out with a surplus figure, con-
cealing from the Public the fact that the
accounting system had been altered uni-
laterally. Not even members of Parlia-
ment knew about it. I think that Is very
wrong.

The Treasurer says, "Oh Yes, but on the
5th August, 1976, when I introduced the
Supply Bill-no less- 'I made reference
to the $8 million accrued wages and to the
$6 million." I must say I did notice the
reference to the $8 million but that was a
month after the Supply Bill speech had
been delivered to the Parliament here-
about 50 people-while the Press release
was issued to the whole Populace through
The West Australian newspaper. The
Treasurer also mentioned-and I think it
was probably accurate enough-that the
$6 million to which I referred was also
included in the Supply Bill. Why it should
be included there and be relevant to that
particular Bill Is a matter which could be
argued.

The publication to the Populace at large
on the 3rd July, 1978, of a state of affairs
which is inaccurate and misleading
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surely cannot be cured by a publication to
this Parliament on the 5th August, 1976,
with reference to certain figures, whether
It be In the course of a speech on the
Supply Bill, a Bill to amend the Education
Act, or the fuel and energy Bil. I think
that is very unfair and extraordinarily
misleading.

Because of those types of actions I have
seen a need to move the motion which I
am currently putting to the Howse.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has two minutes left.

Mr BERTRAM: I was not aware of that.
The SPEAKER: You have 20 minutes In

these debates.
Mr BERTRAM: Another point I want

to make, so that the public will fully
understand the position, is that not only
is it misleading to bring in, without notice
and without authority, every possible ex-
penditure to reduce the surplus, but the
Treasurer has also not included, accounted
for, or made any reference at all in the
accounts Published on the 9th September,
1976, to the tact that he has huge amounts
of money sitting on the sidelines, coming
from the State Engineering Works and
other instrumentalities. So he has brought
in accrued wages because It suits his pur-
pose to reduce the surplus, but he has
neglected to bring in amounts of probably
$4 million, $5 million, or more by way of
accrued Income.

My time has expired but other speakers
will develop this argument further.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [8.28 p.m.):
I would like to second the motion, and in
doing so I indicate that It is the Op-
position's view that It is fundamental to
our system of government that the people
have the right to know the state of West-
ern Australia's finances. It is quite unj .us-
tifiable and cannot be defended in any
reasonable way that there should be bidden
figures which mislead the people as to the
true position. It seems to me that this
Government thinks it can get away with
anything. It can get away with obscuring
a surplus which is huge in compari.son
with the surplus to which it has admitted.

I suppose one of the reasons for the
Treasurer's confidence that he can do this
kind of thing is that he has a majority
in both H-ouses of Parliament. We remem-
ber, of course, that he asked the Legislative
Council to stop supply in 1973. We wonder,
if we had done that kind of thing, whether
he would have used this as a basis for
such action. It is quite clear the Treasurer
has badly miscalculated; he has gone over-
board with taxes and charges. Of course,
John Citizen is aware of this. But John
Citizen thinks, "If it is necessary, given
the rate of inflation and so on, perhaps
it is something we have to put up with."
However, in fact If the situation is that

it is not necessary to have these high rates
and charges because in fact there was
far more money in the coffers than has
been admitted, that is another matter
altogether.

AS the member for Mt. Hawthorn has
said, there should be a uniform method
of accounting in this place, and if any
change is proposed in the method of
accounting it should be authorised by the
Parliament. It should not be within the
power of any Treasurer unilaterally to
change the method of accounting to suit
the particular year in which he finds him-
self. After all, there is nothing to stop
this Treasurer, or any other Treasurer,
from changing the method of accounting
back to what it was or changing it to
another system next Year to meet the
exigencies of the period or to cope with
a particular accounting problem with
which he Is faced.

Quite clearly there should not have been
the introduction of the accrual method of
accounting just because the Treasurer de-
cided it would be desirable. It indicates,
perhaps, that this Parliament has been
lax in its supervision of the Executive.
This Parliament has not stipulated the
type of accounting method that should be
used. We have before us a motion, which
I am seconding, moved by the member
for Mt. Hawthorn which stipulates that
there shall be some guidelines laid down
in respect of accounting. However, I have
no doubt, and I am sure the member for
Mt. Hawthorn has no doubt, that with
further study this Parliament could come
up with much more complete guidelines
so that when the Treasurer brings down
a Budget everyone will know what he is
talking about and everyone will know just
how much there is in the State coffers.

It is absolutely essential that we should
have a system, that we should work within
that system, and that we should know
what that system requires so everyone can
follow it and can ascertain whether we
have a surplus of $593 777, or whether the
surplus is, in fact, 28 times larger. We
have seen the Problem in this State, and
In Australia as a whole, of unemployment;
and we have noted that this State Gov-
ernment has done very little on its own
initiative to solve the problem. We have
seen, in contrast, the determined efforts
made by the flunstan Government in
South Australia.

Mr Nanovich: What about what the
Whitlam Government did?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It is quite clear this
Government should do whatever it can
in respect of unemployment, and it is
quite clear that it is able to do something.
We know we have a surplus which Is by
far the largest surplus ever seen in West-
ern Australia: an enormous surplus. That
surplus should have been used on various
Projects, and the one that springs to our
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minds is, of course, the matter of unem-
ployment. We are not necessarily talking
about unemployment relief, but about pro-
jects of a worth-while nature which could
be funded out of this surplus.

So, Sir, we believe the people of the
State have the right to know the state of
Western Australia's finances. We know
the surplus is the largest ever seen In this
State and we believe it has not been
properly revealed because the system of
accounting has been changed by the
Treasurer to suit himself and his Govern-
ment. We believe this Parliament should
indicate the type of accounting system
that should be used by any Treasurer of
any political persuasion in this State so
that the people will be able to compare
each year's Budget with previous Budgets
and will know clearly where the State
stands financially. it is a very simple
Proposition to do this.

I sin not an accountant; I am not well
versed in this area. However, as legis-
lators we should all make ourselves
familiar to the degree that we can with
the finances of the State. In fact, at the
moment we are dealing with the Budget,
and shortly we will go into Committee
where we will actually he deciding what
is to be done in the name of the people of
Western Australia in the ensuing year.

Certainly we should know exactly where
we stand, and we should see to it that the
people of Western Australia know exactly
where they stand on this issue.

Therefore, the motion is a very simple
one which does require an answer from
the Government. We believe there should
be a system of accounting which should
be unaltered unless an alteration Is ex-
pressly and openly carried out by the
Parliament, or unless the Treasurer is
given sanction by the Parliament, with
the full glare of publicity, so that the
people are fully cognizant of what is going
on. We believe changes should occur only
under those circumstances.

We want to know why the State has
such a huge surplus while other States
have not: but, more importantly, we want
to know why this surplus has been hid-
den from the public gaze.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) [8.37? p.m.]: I cannot for the
life of me understand whether the motion
moved by the member for Mt. Hawthorn
is the result of sheer political humbug, or
Ignorance.

Mr Grayden: Both.

Sir CHARLES COURT: First of all, let
me say to the honourable member that
what he proposes is a reflection on the
Treasury.

Mr Bertram: Nonsense.

Sir CEARLES COURT: It is a reflection
on competent Treasury officers who have
been trusted by Governments of various
political colours; and it is also a reflection
on the Auditor-General. But, worst of all,
it is a reflection on members of Parliament;
because If the member for Mt. Hawthorn
had taken the trouble to study the provi-
sions for the promulgation of the informa-
tion concerning the Public Accounts, he
would see very generous Procedures and
actions are taken to ensure that the public
are fully Informed in respect of those ac-
counts.

The honourable member is also reflect-
ing on the Press. He is saying in effect
that the Press takes no notice of what
goes on here, of what is published in the
Goverment Gazette, of what is said in
the Budget speech and the Auditor-Gene-
ral's report, and of what is contained in
the Public Accounts that are tabled as
public documents in this place-and this
is a public place.

For the honourable member to say we
should go further and incur tremendous
expense in publishing some of these
statements in certain forms in newspapers
is to my mind the height of irresponsi-
bility. Obviously he has not made any esti-
mate of what cost would be Involved in
the publication of the information he sug-
gests should be published. He has not
made any estimate of the magnitude of
that cost, nor has he considered that the
information would be of very little interest
to the average person. Probably it would
be treated in much the same fashion as
other supplements in the newspaper-it
would be thrown In the waste paper basket
and the people would go on to read the
news and race results.

Mr Bertram,. That is Joe Blow you are
speaking about now.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am being a
realist.

Mr A. R. Tonkin:* You exhibit a very
low opinion of the people of this State.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The other mnat-
ter I want to bring to the attention of the
member for Mt. Hawthorn Is this: If we
accept his proposition-which, by the way,
is completely impracticable, and I will
deal with that in a minute-it would re-
suit in a great distortion of the account-
ability of the Executive to Parliament;
and that is the very core of the Westmin-
ster system of Government. I invite the
attention of the member for mt. Hawthorn
and other members of the House to the
imnpracticalities of what he proposes. It is
true that Standing Order 284 provides for
this sort of motion. However. I ask him
to think for one second on how this would
be implemented. Just imagine this House
sitting as a total Committee, trying to
answer these Questions! We have had
enough trouble with a Select Committee
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recently because members on the Opposi-
tion side, and particularly the member for
Morley, have claimed that as a result of
the present constitution of this place the
committee was "landed". He would say the
same about a Committee of the whole
House.

Mr Nanovich: He would probably walk
out of that one, too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Therefore, it is
the height of hypocrisy and humbug, or it
is just plain ignorance, for the honourable
member to suggest that. it Is for the Par-
liament to approve the Estimates of Ex-
penditure and to vote the funds required
to carry on the business of government;
and in the course of that process members
have the opportunity to debate the Esti-
mates.

Mr Bertram: What is the use of doing
that if you change completely at the end
of the financial year without prior notice
or approval?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members have
the opportunity to query the accounts of
the previous year and to seek the informa-
tion they require from the appropriate
Minister.

Indeed the member for Mt. Hawthorn
more than anyone else has used the pro-
cedures available in this Parliament to
obtain information on a host of matters,
some of which he need not have asked
questions about if be had the capacity to
read accounts or was prepared to accept
the facts stated both in official Treasury
documents, explanations given in the
Press, statements given in Supply Bill
speeches, and statements made in the
Budget speech Itself.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Are you saying the
Treasury officials decided to change the
accounting system this year?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-
able member had any ministerial experi-
ence he would know that the Treasury Is
concerned with the mechanics of account-
ing, as distinct from the policies, which are
entrusted to the Government, Treasury
officials carry out the actual accounting
and In the course of their work, as with
all other departments, they must answer
to the Auditor-General, as part of the
overall responsibility for the financial
management of the State.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You are denying the
responsibility for this. Your Treasury of-
ficials cannot answer you in this place.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The responsi-
bility for the financial policy in respect of
public funds rests with the Government,
and it is not part of the Westminster
system that the Executive should obtain
the approval of Parliament prior to varying
its management procedures.

Mr Bertram: That is what the motion
recommends.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Nor Is it part
of the Westminster system that the Exe-
cutive should obtain parliamentary ap-
proval to vary its accounting procedures.
provided always that they conform to the
principles laid down in the Constitution
and in the Audit Act.

I remind the honourable member that
all expenditure must be authorised by the
Parliament, and the Executive cannot go
outside that authorisation.

I mentioned the Auditor-General. I
remind members that he Is not an officer
of the Government. He is an officer of the
Parliament. and he reports to the Parlia-
ment. The Treasurer does not table the
Auditor-General's report; it is tabled by
the Speaker.

Mr Bertram: He reported on this $6 mil-
lion too, of course.

Sir CHARLES COURT: And so he
should. What does the honourable mem-
ber think he is there for? This is a safe-
guard which is written into our system
both in Statutes and the Constitution, as
well as In the Audit Act. If the Auditor-
General raises any matter that the mem-
bers. of this Chamber are not satisfied with,
that is the time the Government should be
challenged.

Mr Bertram: That is what we are doing.
Sir CHARLES COURT: That is Just

what the member is not doing; he has
brought down a humbug motion to frus-
trate the House and impede the conduct
of its proper business, because he thinks
it is a smart trick to do so.

Mr Bertram: If you had accounted for
that $6 million in the proper manner you
would not have to qualify it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member makes himself very foolish in
the eyes of the House and in the eyes
of the public, because he knows the $6
million has been explained in the accounts
and in the Budget speech; and that is
what the Budget speech is for.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Why did you say you
had the surplus, then?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Govern-
ment Is accountable to Parliament for its
handling of the public moneys, and that
is what the Budget debate is all about:
that is what the Public Accounts are all
about, and that is what the Auditor-
General's statement is all about.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You did not reveal
true statements.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind the
honourable member that true statements
were Provided and he is now suggesting
that the Auditor-General should be sacked.

I listened to members opposite in silence,
because I wanted to hear whether they
had something sensible to contribute. I
suggest that they in turn should now listen,
because the matters they have raised are
serious. They have reflected on the Par-
liament, on the Treasury officers, and on
the Auditor-General,
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Mr A. R. Tonkin: You are responsible
for this document.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would remind
the honourable member that in conformity
with the requirements of the Audit Act-
which apparently has not been read by
members opposite-detailed statements of
receipts and expenditure from Consolidated
Revenue Fund and other Treasury ac-
counts are Published each quarter In a
special Issue of the Government Gazette,
the issue for the final quarter providing
corresponding figures for the full fin-
ancial year.

flow much more public can we get than
that? This, of course, is available to the
media and also It is available to members.
I1 also remind members that the Govern-
ment Gazette is a public document and
it is published for a particular purpose, so
that it will be recognised to be a public
document and beyond suspicion. Soon
after the financial year a brief Press state-
ment is made-not an exhaustive one, but
a brief one-by the Government of the
day which summarises some of the high-
lights: and Western Australia has been
ahead of Most of the States in getting this
statement out.

A few weeks after this the Supply Bill is
introduced and a further and fuller ex-
planation is made. Then, of course, we
have the Budget speech itself and the
Budget papers.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: A figure of $6 million
is not worth mentioning!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would remind
members opposite that the details of tran-
sactions on the Consolidated Revenue
Fund occupied 37 pages in the Public Ac-
counts without the extensive annotations
the member for Mt. Hawthorn is seeking
and the schedules he is suggesting.

Accordingly I imagine what would be
the reaction of the average citizen if he
saw us paying tens of thousands of dollars
to Publicise this 37 pages of information.

Mr Bertram: I did not ask for that.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable

member does not understand his own mo-
tion; he wanted the annotations and
schedules.

I invite the honourabie member's atten-
tion to section 50 of the Audit Act which
sets out in considerable detail Parliament's
requirements as to financial statements to
be supplied by the Treasurer. These re-
quirements are complied with, and if the
honourable member seeks to Imply that
the Treasurer's statements are deficient
in any way he should be specific and not
seek by innuendo-as he generally does-
to imply that the mreasurer is failing in his
duty.

So I want to say not only in defence
of the Government but also in defence of
the Auditor-General and the Treasury of-
ficers that at the present time we have
aL system which provides for a very sub-
stantial amount of Information to be made

available; I submit it is more than the
average citizen realises is available: but,
of course, we cannot make People read it.
It is dull reading at any time but it is
there: and It is there for People who are
civic minded and who are Prepared to
spend some time on these things.

I would also remind members opposite
that the Audit Act provides in section
51 (f) that the Auditor-General shall
report to Parliament all claims in respect
of any department outstanding at the
close of the financial year which might by
law have been paid out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund during that year.

In fact, the Auditor-General reports
each Year both revenue uncollected and
claims outstanding, and if the honourable
member cares to read appendix 6 of the
Auditor-General's report he will find the
information he is now saying, In part 1(b)
of his motion, should be provided.

The SPEAKER: The Premier has five
minutes left.

Sir CHARLES COURT: And so one
could go on and refer to the various points
the honourable member raised. I have
no Intention of going through all of them
due to a lack of time, but I remind the
honourable member when he quibbles
about accounting procedures that the Gov-
ernment has only so much money, some of
which comes from revenue and some from
loans. It is the Job of the Government
as Part of its stewardship for which It
accounts to Parliament to make the best
use it can of the money.

I was intrigued by the member for
Morley raising the question of unemploy-
ment because if ever he was on a sore
spot for the ALP, this is it. I say this
because when, for the two years to 30th
June 1976, the Commonwealth were finding
their civilian meployment figures falling by
100 000 overall, we in Western Australia
increased our employment by 10 000.

Mr Davies: That Is not right.
Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-

able member who interjects reflects for
a moment he will realise that there was
a time when employment figures actually
fell when his Government was in office.
I also remind the member for Morley in
regard to this question of employment
that one of the methods used by this
Government to generate and maintain
employment within the Government ser-
vice today has been to transfer money
from revenue into capital works. It is
a good form of finance, If it is available,
because it is money on which we have to
pay no interest and money which we do
not have to repay.

The honourable member has been given
repeated explanations of the steps taken
by the Government to protect the State's
interests when the hospitals agreement
was being negotiated early in 1975. He
is well aware the Government Prepared to
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enter the agreement from the 1st July,
1975, and was prepared and ready to sign
the agreement at that time. It was en-
tirely the fault of the Whitlam Govern-
ment and due to its cussedness in Insist-
Ing that our entry be delayed until the
1st August that this State sustained a
loss of $3.9 million in Commonwealth re-
coups.

The Government opposes the motion,
and I hope we can now get on to the
real business of the Budget.

Question Put and negatived.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Members will have
been provided with a booklet which is, in
fact, an extract of the Standing Orders
which lay down the procedure for the
Committee stage of this Bill.

Part 1: Parliament-

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) (8.55
p.m.): I want to make a plea which we
make annually in regard to the staffing
of electorate offices. I, together with other
members on both sides of the Chamber,
have brought this up from year to year.

The establishment of electorate offices
has, I think, proved highly successful,
and we are able to give a better service
to our electors; at least those of us who
are lucky enough to be able to centrally
establish an office within reasonable call-
ing distance of most of our electors, as I
have in Victoria Park.

I have found in the past three Years
there have been more and more callers.
We still have the usual demands on our
time which require us to be away from the
office on many occasions and when we
need somebody there to watch the office,
answer telephone calls, and take queries
from our electors who might want some
assistance. Each Year, however, our secre-
taries have one month's holiday and no
relief is provided.

I understand initially the Government
was having a look at the position to see
if it were possible to effect some kind of
relief. I realise some problems do
exist inasmuch as it is difficult for a relief
secretary, typist, clerk-typist, and so on,
to go from point to Point and take up the
routine.

I do not think it would be impossible to
arrange a scheme whereby someone could
come In on a caretaker basis; and indeed
I think most Government departments
have relief clerks who while they are
generally competent to do most of the

duties for which they are relieving, do not
do all the duties as well and efficiently as
the appointed incumbent.

This has been recognised by the courts
because they do not provide a higher re-
lief wage until these people have been in
the job for a certain period; that is, until
they have had some extra experience.

So getting back to the point-which I
have been rather long winded about, but
which is quite a simple one and which I
am sure will be applauded by all members
in this Chamber-it is time the Govern-
ment had a further close look at the pos-
sibility of establishing relief appointments
so that somebody can move from office to
office and keep the office open, the filing
up to date, and provide a service to which
the electors have become accustomed.

It is ridiculous to suggest that for 11
months of the year we require a secretary
who is to be there during normal office
hours, but for one month of the year we
do not require a secretary. I know my owni
secretary, and others, try to work in their
holidays at a time when they feel the office
might not be as busy as usual; but this
is almost impossible to assess. If one wants
work done or letters typed one has to try
to make good one's alley-if I may use
the expression-with somebody else's sec-
retary and ask for a few letters to be
typed If she is not busy, because one can-
not hold up the work in one's office for a
month.

I do not think this is an unreasonable
request. If it is worth having a secretary
for 11 months of the year, surely we need
one for that extra month of the year to
provide a service to the electorate.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Treasurer) 18.59 P.m.): in answer to the
member for Victoria Park, I cannot be
specific as to what was the result of the
last review that was made. I know I
asked the under-secretary to take the
matter up with the appropriate People to
see whether something could be worked
out or, In fact, should be worked out.

I do not want to hide the fact, however,
that I have given instructions that there
must be a certain amount of caution In
expenditure where incurred under these
particular items; because if one looks at
the expenditure under item 1 in division 2
and item 1 in division 3, being salaries and
allowances, the figures for the clerk-typists
alone axe running into big money.

Mr Davies: That includes the staff at
Parliament House, and that vote has
really escalated.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is related
to electorate offices. However, that does
not tell the full story, because on top of
that there are other casts. I intended to
ask the Treasury to make a complete
summary of the costs, and it might not
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On top of that there are a number of
other costs, such as rents and incidentals.
members will need to be a little careful
before they precipitate the Government
into a great deal of extra cost. I am
sufficiently enough of a realist to accept
the fact that over the years progressively
there will be Pressures on the Government
to increase some of these facilities.

I have already felt some members
breathing down my neck for added
facilities being provided for members
of Parliament in their electorate offices.
However, the Treasurer does have to take
a responsible attitude. I remind members
that It was a clear understanding when
these offices were set up by the previous
Government that members would take
care of this matter of holidays and relief
staff, when the permanent staff go on
holidays or become sick.

Another problem was pointed out to me
on one occasion when I had the matter
under review; that is, a member's elec-
torate office is very personal as far as
he and his constituents are concerned. As
I understand the position-I have to take
the views of other people because I do not
have an electorate office myself-people
do come into electorate offices and as a
result a certain clientele is built up with
some advantages to the member and some
advantages to the constituents.

Very often the secretary-typist becomes
a confidential clerk to the member. After
the member has developed confidence in
that person he is prepared to tell her cer-
tain things which have a highly political
content. He would be a fool if he did
not.

When someone from a pool is sent
around to do some relief work, all sorts
of unexpected situations could arise. For
instance, there might be a need for a Pool
of relief staff who have an affiliation to
the Labor Party, a Pool who have an affilia-
tion to the Liberal Party, and yet another
pool who have an affiliation to the Na-
tional Country Party.

The matter having been raised, I can
assure the honourable member that I will
look at the papers again. I am not being
obstinate; T am being responsible and prac-
tical on this matter. I shall have it exam-
ined and the honourable member will be
advised.

Votes: Legislative Council, $300 000;
Legislative Assembly, $632 000; Joint
House Committee, $515 000; Joint Print-
ing Committee, $275 000; Joint Library
Conmittee, $71 000; Parliamentary Com-
missioner for Administrative Investiga-
tions, $97 000-put and passed.

Budget to indicate ti
I am speaking now
way of reference I
two items.

Vote: Premier's Department, $1 250 000-
Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allow-

ances, $694 700-
Mr DAVIES: There is Provision for

money to be paid to Government advisers
such as W. W. Mitchell, who seems to be
part of the Premier's establishment. I
have not had a close look at the Estimates
for his department, but on a cursory exam-
ination I cannot see how and when this
officer is paid. The Premier might be
able to tell us where provision has been
made, and the amount.

Sir CHARLES COURT: T cannot be pre-
cise to indicate where that amount is
included. My understanding of this item
which relates to salaries, wages and allow-
ances Is that it provides for the salaries
of all staff In the Premier's Department.
By that!I am referring to people who would
be regarded as normal members, and not
supernumerary officers who are brought in
for consulting and special work. The ex-
planatory notes relating to this item are
as follows--

The increase in the vote provides for
the full year cost of award variations,
reclassification, annual increments for
existing staff and provision for salary
adjustments.

Also included in this year's estimates,
the full year cost for the staff of 5 for
the Government Information and In-
quiry Centre. an Administrative Officer
and Clerk for the Federal Affairs Of -
fice, and the attachment of 3 public
relations officers--One for Leader of
the Opposition, one for Minister for
Agriculture, and one for Minister for
Lands.

The short answer to the honourable mem-
ber's question is that officers brought in
on a consulting or contractual basis would
not be included In item 1.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: Governor's Establishment,
$486 000--

Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allow-
ances, $162 000-

Mr DAVIES: I would like to raise two
matters. The first relates to the Official
Secretary. We were sorry when Colonel
Burt resigned somewhat peremptorily last
year. At the time I thought the Govern-
ment was being rather hard in not allow-
ing him to remain for a few more months
to complete 25 years' service in this posi-
tion. However, I suppose in 100 years'
time this will be of little consequence.

I think the Official Secretary sounded
somewhat miffed in the one official state-
ment he made. it appears that all is not
well in the Governor's establishment. Sub-
sequently there was the appointment of an
officer, whose name I do not recall, to
this position. I think he was a farmer
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from the southern part of the State who
had fallen on troubled times. When the
Job was advertised he applied and was
appointed. However, that sort of arrange-
ment did not seem to be successful.

Perhaps the Premier will enlighten the
public as to why that appointment has
been concluded. At his own wish that
officer has been relieved of the position,
and it is again being advertised. If the
Government had left Colonel Burt in that
position a little longer, and had been less
hasty in appointing a, successor, a more
permanent appointment would have been
made.

I notice a new position-that of ADO
to Governor-in this item. it did not
appear in the previous Estimates. In this
year's Estimates the amount provided is
$25 200. I understand the Governor
brought this ADC from Britain. I presume
it was the Imperial Government that paid
him previously, because usually the ap-
pointee Is from one of the British armed
services. I do not query or criticise the
reason for the appointment of such people
to the office. If we are to have the Gov-
ernor's establishment then these people
are part of that establishment.

There are no comparative columns in
the Estimates to show staff numbers
and this was a matter which we
complained of last year. I1 have to get
my secretary to make a listing of the
figures. According to last year's Estimates
there was no position of ADO to the Gov-
ernor shown. However, this year such an
Item appears and an amount of $25 200 has
been provided.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The answer
regarding the OfFicial Secretary is a very
simple one. Colonel Burt retired from the
position, and he Would be the first to ad-
mit he was treated quite fairly and, 'In
fact, generously. I do not know why this
matter has been raised In that context
by the member for Victoria Park.

So far as the successor to Colonel Burt
was Concerned, he was selected from a
large number of applicants through normal
channels. As the honourable member is
no doubt aware, we sometimes wonder
whether these selection committees, with
all the scientific methods they use, are
the best means to select applicants. Often
a person's intuition plays less tricks than
does a scientific assessment. Thank good-
ness the computer will never take over from
human Judgment In the final analysis, al-
though it is more accurate in doing the
sums.

In the normal sense there is no Problem
in this appointment. The fact Is a new
appointment has been made. In respect
of the retirement of Colonel Burt and the
person who was appointed to succeed him,
there is no problem at all. If I recall the
position correctly, the time of probation
expired and there was a termination by
mutual arrangement. However, there were
no unusual circumstances.

Regarding the Position of ADO to the
Governor, the explanation Is that because
of the very severe economies that were
being effected by the British Government
it said that in future it would not be
prepared to bear the cost of this appoint-
ment. it has been a very comfortable
arrangement for the State that when a
Governor from Britain was appointed he
brought along his ADC. The appoint-
ment had been at the expense of the
British Government through its defence
vote.

Currently, the British Government, lie
the Government at Canberra, has been
going through its expenditure with a fine
tooth comb. It came across this expendi-
ture, and it said that it was time the
country concerned picked up the chit. So.
we were confronted with salary payments
for 18 months. That explains why there
was no vote last year. This year we had
to catch up and pay the salary for 18
months.

Mr SKIDMORE: Now that there is an
ADO to the Governor for whom $25 200
has been provided-

Sir Charles Court: That is for 18 months.
Mr SKIDMORE: I notice that In last

year's Estimates the amount set aside for
the chauffeur was $9 054, but the amount
for this year is $8 700. I do not know
whether he takes on part-time duties.. or
whether for this year his services are not
considered to be worth as much. It ap-
pears that all other positions have been
taken care of, with the exception of the
chauffeur.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I can assure
the honourable member that we will not
be taking the hat around. All these people
are paid according to the appropriate
awards and the amounts vary from Year
to Year. The overtime factor does come
in. It is a question of arranging the hours,
and so the amount can vary from year to
year. There is no question of asking any-
one to make up the cost.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Executive Council, $10; Govern-
ment Motor Car Service, $345 004-put and
passed.

Vote: London Agency, $533 000-
Item No. 8: Agent General's Housing

Allowance, $1 000-
Mr DAVIES: I do not want to appear

to be miserly in this matter, and I know
that we have recently purchased a resi-
dence for the Agent-General. I believe that
Mr Jim Richards is doing a very good job
in England, but I notice that last year
there was a housing allowance of $9 000
whereas this year the estimate is for $1 000.
I might perhaps answer my Own question
by admitting that before we had an official
residence the allowance had to be higher.
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I would like to know why the expenditure
was $4 800 last year, and the estimate is
only $1 000 for this year.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is a very
simple explanation. We had the whole
question of emoluments and conditions of
service reviewed when Mr Richards took
over. We had a hiatus period when we had
to decide whether to provide an allowance
to cover the extremely high cost of rent
which prevails for suitable accommodation
In Britain, or take the plunge and buy a
residence. I think we previously reported
when the matter was discussed last year
that we bought a house, and I think we
made a good buy. As a result, we had to
change the basis on which the Agent-
General was remunerated. It was difficult
to get a house of suitable proportions on
a rental basis, and suitable accommoda-
tion was even worse.

Having purchased a house, the Agent-
General will receive a housing allowance.
The estimate is now for expenditure on
maintenance. The actual expenditure will
be determined at the end of the year, but
the Agent-General's housing allowance, as
It previously existed, will be discontinued.

It will be seen there is some variation
in other expenditure within the items re-
lated to the Agent-General which take care
of the new basis of remuneration and
other emoluments of office.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Tokyo Agency, $114 999; Public
Service Board, $1 710 000; Treasury,
$1 805 000; Computer Centre, $1 520 000;
Superannuation Board, $500 090; Govern-
mant Stores, $1 700 000-put and passed.

Vote: Government Printing Office,
$9021000--

Item No. 1: Salaries. Wages and Allow-
ances, $4 069 000-

Mr DAVIES: I note that last year there
were 483 staff but this year there has been
a substantial reduction to 457. It seems
the bulk of the reduction is in the produc-
tion staff. Last year the production staff
numbered 410, but this year it numbers
384.

I know the philosophy of the Govern-
ment in regard to the Government Print-
ing Office. I think the Government Print-
ing Office does a splendid job in printing
parliamentary papers and Hansard, which
are always on time all the time. However,
we know the Government Printing Office
is niot very popular with the Government.

I am a little concerned because some of
the work done at the printing office is
falling behind. I do not think that during
the 15 years I have been in Parliament
the report of the Public Service Board
has ever been so late. It will not be Printed
until towards the end of the year. Other

reports are still awaited from the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and if the Govern-
ment Is to slice into the production staff,
as apparently It has done, the work will
get further behind. Certainly, the produc-
tion staff is able to get out urgent papers
such as our notice paper and our Votes
and Proceedings, and other parliamentary
Papers. However, It must be a constant
worry for the staff to see an accumula-
tion of work. The reduction has been
something like 26 staff in the production
area, and, once again to answer my own
question, it might be because suitably
trained staff is not available but, on the
other hand, it might be the direct result of
Government policy.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would not
take too literally the numbers shown be-
cause those which are shown are the auth-
orised numbers and, quite often, in many
departments it is never possible to reach
the estimated number. On the other hand,
it is sometimes found-to our consterna-
tion-that more staff have been put on
than was originally Intended. Once the
Public Service Board has established the
required number of staff, it has an obliga-
tion to justify any additions. It is one of
those Imponderables. While dealing with
estimates, one cannot always be sure.

I invite the attention of the honourable
member to the actual wages Paid, which
are higher than last year. Of course,
that Is to he expected. The overall figure
for the department is $4 08900D. The
total increase is $488 213. The reason for
the increase is the effect of the 1975-76
award increases and increments, $353 800;
award increases In 1976-77, $184 000; and
provision for accrued salaries, $9 700, mak-
ing a total of $547 300,

Those figures are offset by savings on
staff turnover and vacancies, and accrued
salaries brought forward, $59 100, giving
a total of $488 213.

1 have made a note of the query raised
by the honourable member and if he re-
quires further information I will make It
available. So far as I am concerned, In
my discussions with the Under-Treasurer
there has been no serious change of policy
in respect of the Government Printing
Office. To the credit of the Government
Printer, he has established a very goad
liaison with the Treasury and, in return.
I think he would admit he gets reasonably
well looked after as far as modernisatlon
of equipment Is concerned. He enjoys a
very good relationship, better than I have
known, with the private printing sector.

As Is known, all our work with private
printers is done through the Government
Printer. It was found that many depart-
ments were diving here and there and
making their own arrangements for print-
ing. That was not the right way to do
It, so we provided for the departments,
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without interfering with Policy, to be co-
ordinated by the Government Printer.
That also gives some benefit in respect of
Paper costs.

Whilst the private sector does not like
to see the expansion of the Government
Printing Office, I have been assured their
liaison with the Government Printer Is
first class. There has been no basic
change in Policy or in the level of activi-
ties in the Government Printing Office.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Audit, $1 089 000; Taxation,
$4 674 000-put and passed.

Vote: Miscellaneous Services.
$89 067 000-

Item No. 33: BridgtownI Tourist Infor-
mation Centre, $20 000-

Mr H. D. EVANS: I was wondering
about the allocation to local governing
authorities in pastoral areas for bushfire
control. Last year there was an allocation
of $25 000. of which $206895 was used.
There Is no estimate for this year.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am afraid
there is no item under which the member
can discuss bushfire control in pastoral
areas. The present item Is Bridgetown
Tourist Information Centre.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Just briefly, the
item mentioned by the member for War-
ren is not Provided for. The assistance
we gave was the result of phenomenal
bushfires, and a resulting phenomenal
demand. There is not a demand, as yet,
this Year. we cannot budget for a de-
mand which is not known. If there is a
demand, It will be dealt with the same as
Previously.

Item No. 34: Cancer Council -of W.A.,
$100000-

Mr DAVIES: The estimate for this year
has dropped from $160 000 for last year.
I think that will surprise most people, un-
less some of the work is being handled by
another agency.

Sir CHARLES COURT: By restrict-
ing expenditure, and increasing its fund
raising activities, the council achieved
a surplus of $63 000 in 1975-76.
thereby enabling a reduced provision in
1976-77. The council is currently expand-
lug its fund-raising campaign and it ex-
pects to raise in excess of $60 000 this fin-_
ancial year. In addition it Is developing a
cancer research foundation fund, the in-
come from which is reserved specifically
for research. To ensure that this fund will
develop sufficiently to provide funds for
this vital Phase of the council's work the
State grant for 1976-77 specifically in-
cludes a contribution to the fund of
$35 000. That Is to develop a research
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foundation fund as distinct from the
general grant for ordinary operating pur-
poses.

As the honourable member knows, an-
nual grants are paid to the council to as-
sist it to meet the costs of administration
and research. The council provides a can-
cer detection service, with the University
of Western Australia, for investigation
into gynaecological cancer. That is an
expansion which has been subject to dis-
cussion between Treasury officials and the
Cancer Council. The council knows that
if it is in any difficulties at all it can come
back and we will talk about it.

Item No. 81: Local Authorities Assistance
Funsd-Contribution, $1 500 000-

Mr H. D. EVANS: I would like to draw
the attention of members to the plight of
local government in country areas. It
seems appropriate to raise this matter
under the item of the Local Authorities
Assistance Fund, as I wish to refer to the
total difficulties of shire councils.

I have here a letter from the clerk of
the Shire of Boyup Brook who had this to
say-

As a result of the Council having to
increase the rating within this Shire,
substantially (62 per cent), an evalua-
tion of the services extended to the
Public was undertaken.

That is referring to this particular year.
This evaluation has revealed that by far
the largest service provided by the coun-
cii was in regard to road construction and
maintenance. This is the biggest single
Problem because of the actual road grants
paid to the shire. The council has been
required to contribute considerably more
each year to maintain the service at a
reasonable standard.

I will give some figures about the road
grants which certainly affect the total
economics of the shire. Over the last four
years the Shire of Boyup Brook has re-
ceived grants under five headings: specific
grants, CBS grant, maintenance, special
grant, and statutory grant. The total road
grants in these four years were as fol-
lows-

1973-74-$114 '700,
1974-75-$117 695,
1975-76-$135 858,
1976-77-$134 165 (Estimated).

This means that the increase was 1.24 per
cent in the last year; the increase In the
Previous year was 2.61 per cent, and in
1975-76 it was 15.43 per cent.

The point I wish to make is that over
the four-year period the grants have In-
creased by approximately 16 per cent.
That is the total Increase and it means
that the shire council has not been re-
ceiving the increment which the State ob-
tained from the Commonwealth. The fig-
ures show this up.
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Wages for road staff have Increased by though the overall method of financing
82 per cent over that period. The amounts
paid for road works from the council's
own resources increased from $15 360 in
1973-74 to an estimated $114 785 in the
1976-77 year. This is an increase of
almost $100 000 in that four-year period.
If this trend continues, there must be a
reduction in the road programme and in
the service to the public. The rate revenue
In this period has risen from $70 684 in
1973-74 to an estimated $163 963 in 1976-
77-an increase of 132 per cent.

Although the council has received
assistance from the Grants Commission
over the past two years, and again this
year, the effect of that grant has been
reduced because of the additional funds
required to maintain a road programme
at a reasonable level.

Because of the substantial increase in
the fees for vehicle licences during the
above years, and the excise on fuel which
has been collected, the shire suggests that
it should be allowed to share in the taxes.

I am fully conscious of the fact that my
submission embraces other sections of the
Budget, but it seemed to me that this
was an appropriate place to make a start.
We must recognise at the outset that
country shire councils in particular are
having considerable difficulties in meeting
their commitments, In fact, probably their
expenditures have increased at a greater
rate than the expenditures of the State
Government. It is necessary, therefore,
to see that they are given assistance, and
we must look at the ways in which such
assistance can be proffered to local gov-
errnent authorities.

I will be interested In the Treasurer's
reply. I hope he will indicate whether It
is the Government's intention to assist
local government because if the existing
level of finance is maintained shires must
go backwards. Some of them have specific
problems in regard to rating, and many
of them have reached the ultimate as far
as a taxing rate Is concerned. Some
shires are in unique or anomalous situa-
tions.

Problems have arisen in local authori-
ties near the metropolitan area. I suggest
In your own area, Mr Chairman, there are
problems because the land now has an
Inflated valuation and as a consequence
valuations throughout the entire shire are
false. Shires such as Esperance. Merre-
din, Manjimup, and perhaps Mandurah,
provide amenities for an entire region
and those shires have to bring in a higher
rating level than the surrounding shires,
and yet people living in the surrounding
shires receive the benefits of the facilities
provided, such as swimming pools, libraries,
etc.

I am aware that there is a needs com-
ponent in the assistance scheme intro-
duced by this Government, but It looks as

for local government should be reviewed
as a matter of some urgency. It seems
that this may be the correct Item for the
Treasurer to make some comment which
may have application to other items as well.

Mr MOILER: Most members of the Com-
mittee are aware that a large portion of
the fund is made by way of payment from
the Government to local authorities to
compensate local authorities for funds
expended to raise loans to cover the por-
tion of their revenue which they lose
through the deferment of rates by pen-
sioners. The deferment of rates has been
available to pensioners for many years,
but it was only during the term of the
Tonkin Government that local authorities
were compensated by the Government for
the amount that pensioners were permitted
to defer. This was an excellent move
and it has continued each year. I believe
that a large portion of this total amount
of $1.5 million Is for such compensation.

As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
stated, local authorities should receive
more assistance than they are already re-
ceiving. Assistance should be forthcoming
from the Australian Government and from
this Government. Local government is
close to the grass roots of our community.

Sir Charles Court: Excuse me-I Just
cannot follow the area of assistance about
which You are speaking. You referred to
interest on rates deferred.

Mr MOILER: I mentioned that this
would make up a reasonable portion of the
amount allocated by the State Government
this year. I went on to say that local
authorities should receive more assistance
than Presently provided because we obtain
better value for our money through well
run local authorities. These authorities
are close to the community.

I would like to refer to the example of a
local authority which, by the use of com-
munity involvement, and with an expendi-
ture of approximately $400, has embarked
on a programme which will be of benefit
to the future of that community.

During the second reading of the Bill
I referred to the eastern corridor study
initiated by the MRPA. The local authority
concerned-that is. the Mundaring Shire
Council-called a public meeting. At that
meeting I moved successfully that a com-
mittee of residents be formed to assist both
the local authority concerned and the con-
sultants who had been appointed for the
study.

My intention in moving for this com-
mittee was that its members could ssek
out the view of sections of the community
where individuals may not be as articulate
as other individuals, but who were entitled
to express a view in regard to the plan
for the development of the corridor in the
future. Naturally, the committee would
also consider the question of how best to
retain the environment which we in the
area are so jealous to protect.
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This committee comprised eight indi-
viduals. and It has worked on a budget
of $400. It has performed a mnost amazing
job and Its members have actively sought
out the views of the residents of the shire.
These people did not simply wait for resi-
dents to make submissions to the com-
mittee.

This committee has sought the views of
the community In various ways. It has
approached elderly people, whether they be
long-time residents, or only new to the
area, to seek their views on how they be-
lieve development should proceed. It has
requested individuals to arrange meetings
witil their friends to discuss the eastern
corridor plan. The committee has ap-
proached other people to arrange meetings
at individual houses. In other words, it
has reached the very roots of the local
community in endeavouring to ascertain
the opinions of the people on how the hills
area should be developed and Protected
for the future.

In a Peiod of only some eight weeks,
the committee has received no fewer than
110 written submissions from individuals
throughout the community interested In
the environment and the future of the
hills area. Approximately 20 per cent
of those submissions were received from
associations such as church groups, youth
groups, and senior citizen groups, while a
remarkable 40 per cent were received from
husband and wife combinations. With a
budget of only $400, this committee has
ass isted both the local authority and the
consultants appointed to do this job.

Some of the issues raised by the people
make interesting reading. For example,
concern was expressed at the proposal to
establish a dam In the John Forrest Na-
tional Park, the water in which would be
saline. It was rumoured that the dam
would -supply water to an industrial area,
to be developed In the Midland zone, This
Is an important issue; it such a plan
exists, the People have a right to know.
They have sought advice from the MRPA
on this question.

Some of the residents are fearful that
the railway reserve land which now is
used for passive recreation purposes is to
be utilised for a highway development:
here again, no advice has been received
from the responsible department as to
whether or not this is a fact.

Mr Rushton: You are going through the
study, are you?

Mr MO11hER: That Is right.
The CHAIRMAN: Could I ask the hon-

ourable member how he relates his com-
ments to the item under discussion?

Mr MOLDER: I am trying to demon-
strate how this committee through its ef-
forts and with a budget of only $400 has
provided the residents of Mundaring with
the best value for money they have ever
received in an endeavour to ensure the
Preservation of the area.

Another fear which has been expressed
is that a highway Is to be constructed
through the John Forrest National Park-
a beautiful natural area. If such rumours
are baseless the Qoverninent should advise
the people accordingly. If there is some
basis to the stowy, the residents are entitled
to know what the Government has in mind
for the area. They should not be required
to wait until the proposal is a foit
accom pi, in which case all their hard
work would be a -waste of time. In that
event, the department receiving the sub-
missions of the local residents would say,
"That is all very nice, but we intend to
do this."

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber has two minutes remaining.

Mr MOLER: Some of the areas of con-
cern were: The environment, land sub-
division, housing, employment opportuni-
ties in the area, education, population
growth, and many others. It is to this
committee's credit that on the l6th De-
cember it will be making an interim report
to the Mundaring Shire Council. It intends
to continue its investigations. This is an
excellent example to other people as to
how community involvement can save local
authorities valuable funds, and I believe
this area warrants further assistance from
the State Government.

Mr T, H. JONES: I refer to the sub-
sidies being paid to shires, with particular
regard to the practice of the State Coy-
ermnent of purchasing land within local
authorities. I refer primarily to the
problem experienced in a number of shires
where the Forests Department is purchas-
ing large tracts of land for the purposes
of planting pine trees. This is causing
problems in the Shires of D~nnybrook-
Balingup, Nannup, and Bridgetown. The
Forests Department is purchasing farms,
and revenue is lost to the local authorities.

Recently I attended a meeting at the
Donnybrook-Balingup Shire, and I1 have
made representations to the Minister for
Forests in an endeavour to get him to
attend a meeting of shires affected by
this practice. I also expressed the opinion
on behalf of the Donnybrook-Balingup
Shire that if the practice continued
to grow, the shires would find themselves
in serious financial difficulties. The Min-
ister replied that because of Government
policy, which was quite firm on this matter,
there was no good purpose iii having such
discussions.

The problem is expanding, particularly
in the small shires. There is a recession In
the rural areas, particularly in the Don-
nybrook area where Problems are experi-
enced in the fruit industry. Moneys allo-
cated to the shire for its general works
Programme have been reduced. on top of
all these problems, farms which formerly
brought in revenue to the shires are being
purchased by the Forests Department,
which is not liable to pay rates. This af-
fects the viability of all shires, especially
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the smaller ones. I should like to know
how long this practice Is to continue be-
fore action Is taken.

The Forests Departmnent and the State
Government benefit from the pine plant-
ing programme, and it is only reasonable
to expect the Governent to return some
of those benefits. If this programme con-
tinues to expand, the shires will find
themselves in dire straits. Although I am
not speaking in regard to the Shire of
Collie. in that shire 85 per vent of the
land is unratable; a large area of land
is held by the Forests Department, for
water purification and also a great
deal of land is held under mining tene-
ments. I ask the Government whether
it will consider relieving the financial
burden It is placing on the shires to which
I have referred.

The CHAIRMAN: Before the Treasurer
replies, I point out that the matters raised
by the member for Mundaring and the
member for Collie would have been more
appropriateiy raised with the Ministers
concerned.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Although the
matters raised by the three members are
mainly those which should have been
dealt with under other items, in the in-
terests of expedition, and with your indul-
gence, Mr Chairman, I will make some
comments at this point under the broad
heading of "Local Government Assistance
Fund".

I remind members that this form of
assistance from the State Government was
introduced in 1971-72. It provided a new
source of revenue for local authorities to
assist them in meeting the general stand-
ards of amenities In their areas. It was an
acknowledgment by the then Govern-
ment, which subsequently has been ex-
panded by the present Government, that
the local authorities did have problems
with which they could not cope within
their normal rating revenue.

It has -long been the policy of my party
-1 am sure it would be the policy of the
National Country Party as well-that the
local authorities have reached the end of
their tether in regard to the raising of
rates. There is a limit to what the rate-
payers can stand. Therefore, there has
been a definite search to find other sources
of revenue for local authorities. One
source, of course, has been this mnodest
amount of assistance given by State Gov-
ernments under the heading "Local Gov-
ernment Assistance Fund".

In more recent times, as a result of the
new Commonwealth-State-local govern-
erment Income tax sharing scheme im-
plemented at the Federal level, a new dim-
ension has been added which is much more
substantial than anything the State could
afford. Again, it is an acknowledgment of
the fact that local government cannot be
expected to go on providing amenities and

social services at anl increasing level within
their local authority boundaries without
some new form of income.

Having said that, I hope I have put it
in proper perspective that the amount of
money available under item 81 was never
intended to be a substitute for some of
these other sources of revenue necessary
to provide for substantial programmes of
a continuing nature, because, when one
spreads $1.5 million around the local auth-
orities of this State, it spreads very thinly.

That amount, of course, has been aug-
mented from Commonwealth moneys,
which are much more substantial and
take the place of the Grants Commission.
Therefore, I believe it Is a better based
system and is more practicable as far as
local authorities are concerned.

Mr H. D. Evans: If after the end of the
present financial year the loan funds from
the Commonwealth are more restricted,
what effect will this have on the local gov-
ernments?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not know
what the honourabie member means be-
cause the Commonwealth Government
pitched in at local government level much
higher than local government expected.
We thought it would start at about 1.25
per cent or maybe 1.4 per cent but it went
much higher than that, and the Professed
target of all concerned is to get the Com-
monwealth Government up to 2 per cent
of the Personal income tax to be allocated
to local authorities. So we are looking
for an Increasing amount to go to local
authorities which has no bearing at all
an what the State Government receives
as its share of Commonwealth Personal
income taK. It is a separate allocation.

Mr H. D. Evans; Will It be distinguished
as revenue and as loan funds?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It will be
revenue to the local authorities and that
is the best money of all for them because
they do not have to pay interest on it
and they do not have to repay it. It is a
completely new dimension for local gov-
ernment and I am glad it has been raised
here because I think it must be under-
stood that we have Introduced a completely
new hail game and, whilst it may not
bring about a. reduction in rates Immedi-
ately, we are hoping It will at least abate
Increases in rates because It will go to
local authorities to assist them not only
In maintaining but also increasing the
standard of amenities and services they
can provide.

Mr H. D. Evans: You are sure there
will be an increase in revenue for shires
under this system?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I cannot go
beyond quoting the percentage. The point
Is that the Increased Proportion of the
total Commonwealth Personal income tax
that goes to local government has nothing
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to do with the State. it bypasses the
State although it comes through us in
terms of distribution. It does not im-
pinge on our Budget and in no way cain
we siphon it off. Whatever goes into that
fund has to go to local government. The
machinery for Its distribution is another
matter which I will touch on in a minute.
But this money comes In a compartment
of Its own.

As 1 was trying to say, we thought the
Commonwealth Government would pitch
i-n about 1.25 Per cent, go up to 1.5 per
cent and then up to 1.75 per cent, and
eventually get up to 2 per Cent. But It
has pitched in at a much higher level and
we believe that within a couple of year
we should be up to 2 per cent as the local
government share of the Commonwealth
Personal income tax collections. That
means local authorities will get more
money because the percentage Is being
tied to an expanding figure. It Is not
like the fixed sum we give when we say,
"That Is the amount we are going to pay
into the Local Government Assistance
Fund." In this case we are tying it to a
Percentage of my global figure at a na-
tional level. My guess is that local govern-
ment will be In an increasingly better posi-
tion so far as this new source of money
is concerned.

If I could refer that back, in the short
time I have, to the specific queries that
were raised, the member for Warren was
mainly concentrating on road funds. We
are very worried about the amount of
money that is going to loeal government.
I shall not be specific about the shire he
quoted-Boyup Brook-because as he
would remember from his own ministerial
experience all the local authorities have
adopted different attitudes in respect of
the amount of money they allocated to
roads over the years and have been pre-
Pared to accept different bases of Partici-
pation. Some local authorities have been
very road conscious and have been pre-
pared to push money in, even to borrow
money, to get on with some imaginative
road programmes. So I would not be pre-
pared off the cuff to express an opinion
regarding the Boyup Brook situation.

One thing I do challenge is that the
member said that these shires are not
getting the Increase that the State is
getting from the Commonwealth. Of
course, we have a running row with the
Commonwealth at present starting from
the Whitlamn Government when there was
this big cut-back In the money that South
Australia and Western Australia received.
Because of this new approach at the
Federal level over the last two or three
years, this year we are going to get $3.2
million less than we received last year.
That does not take into account Inflation
and Is in actual dollars. This Is having
a devastating effect on our total pro-
gramme.

At the moment we are in the process of
argument with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernnment to get at least that $3.2 million
restored and when that is restored extra
money will go to local government.

Mr H. D. Evans: Under the last five-year
agreement did not the State get an in-
crease of 2 per cent per annum which it
did not pass on to the shires?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not recall1
that. My understanding was that the State
Government had treated the shires very
generously within the scope of the funds
available to it. The last figure I saw
showed that the State Government had a
very good record so far as the money
available to it was concerned, but in view
of the question raised by the honourable
member and the question asked by the
member for Stirling tonight, I am taking
up the matter with the Minister for Trans-
port to see whether the allocation has
been what I understood It to be; namely,
that we have been generous in allocating
not only Commonwealth moneys but also
general funds available to us to ensure
that local government gets the maximum
amount of assistance, bearing in mind
that we cannot go beyond the limits of
the funds that we receive.

I move on quickly to the member for
Mundaring. He was discussing what was
-really a broad issue that should be under
the question of local government gene-
rally and not under this specific assistance
fund which was intended to have a lim-
ited purpose. I remind him that in the
Budget we have provided a very substan-
tial amount to be Paid into the fund to
assist with sporting facilities. This is only
this one extra amount. The idea of this
Is to try to get the money through to local
authorities to help them over the hurdle.
We are not going to relieve them of their
responsibilities or commitments but hope-
fully, with a sensible committee admin-
istering this money, we will be able to help
them with some of the very worthy pro-
jects they have been struggling to under-
take where they have made their own con-
tributions.

we have increased the subsidy for sew-
erage schemes and in respect of swimming
pools. So all along the line extra assist-
ance has been given. But I come back to
the point I was explaining to the member
for Warren: We cannot ignore the fact
that local government will get more rev-
enue from an entirely new source. if local
authorities seek to reduce rates because
of the new income, that is their decision;
but I think most of them will be prudent
enough to maintain their rating at a sen-
sible level and use the new money from
the State and from the Commonwealth to
undertake new initiatives.

It is well known to members that we
split the money two ways-one on a
weighted per capita average basis and the
other on a needs basis. I invite members
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to ask their local authorities to have a
good look at the weighted per capita aver-
age figures used this year. I am pre-empt-
Ing a little the work of the Minister for
Local Government but he and I are work-
ing very closely on this.

I have told every local authority I have
visited that it wants to have a good look
at its participation in the weighted per
capita average. If the local authorities are
dissatisfied with it, If they feel It does
not have adequate regard for their original
commitments and if it does not have re-
gard for their disabilities as to space and
small population, now is the hour for
them to put in their submissions in antici-
pation of the 1977-78 distributions.

The formula has been worked out fairly
scientifically, mainly by -local government
working with the Treasury. There are five
compartments for nonmietropolitari local
authorities and four compartments for
metropolitan local authorities. If a local
authority feels it is in the wrong com-
partment or that any of the compart-
ments are inappropriate to its particular
purpose, now is the hour for it to speak up
and to get the matter reviewed instead of
waiting until panic stations occur at the
end of the financial year.

Collie's hardy annual about Government
taking over land which ceases to be rat-
able, particularly forestry land, has been
under review from time to time. Repre-
sentations have been made to Government
after Government, but to date no solution
has been found beyond the fact that some
ex gratis payments are made. In many
eases these ex ratio payments have been
found to be reasonable so far as local auth-
orities are concerned although they prefer
to have them considered as legal rating
capacity, I cannot promise at the moment
any immediate relief, although we have
the matter under review.

Item No, 85: Metropolitan (Perth) Pas-
senger Transport Trust-Recoup of Lasses
(a), $19 967 000-

Or DADOtIR: This is one matter that
has bugged me since the 22nd June when
I picked up The West Australian and read
that charges for pensioners using metro-
politan transport were to be reintroduced.
I cannot abide by this. I am a member
of the Government but I cannot accept
this. I sometimes wonder what Executive
Government means, what a back-bencher
is and how much say he has. This is my
problem and I think it is a problem of gov-
ernment, although I think we can Improve
on government.

I notice that the amount to be raised by
increasing fares for the pensioners will be
less than $200 000 this year, If I can be-
lieve these Estimates. The amount of
$200 000 out of a $24 million loss is less
than 1 per cent. I can see neither rhyme
nor reason in Introducing this fare.

I remember that in the 1971 election
campaign both major Parties made pro-
mises that free travel would be instigated
if either party Were elected. The Tonkin
Government got in and gave the concession
of free travel. If we had been elected on
that occasion we also would have given
the same concession because It was a
promise. But now that concession has
been removed and the amount to be saved
is very small. I Wonder just how inept
the Opposition is because I have made
a study of the report of the Committee
for Enquiry Into Pensioner Concessions
and Benefits, 1974-75. What did I come
up with after reading this report? I shall
quote first of all from pages 12 and 13 as
follows--

1.3 ravel Concessions-
Metropolitan Area

According to the submissions free
transport on Government buses and
trains is a valued concession in the
Metropolitan area. Many pensioners
and organizations concerned with the
welfare of pensioners urge that it be
maintained--even If basic pension
rates are Increased. No proposal was
received suggesting that the benefit
be discontinued although several sub-
missions referred to a rumour from
an unknown source that travel con-
cessions were about to be discontinued.
This caused quite unnecessarily a great
deal of anxiety for pensioners.

Mr Davies: The Premier mentioned at
the pensioners' conference the September
before last that it was a terrible rumour
to put about.

Dr DADOUR: It looks as though the
Ineptitude is starting to wake up a little.
I made a study of pensioner concessions
and I summarised them where they varied
from State to State. in the summary I
included the ambulance fund, dental,
spectacles, public transport metropolitan,
driver's licence, car registration fees, land
tax, water rates, local government rates
and SEC charges. Prior to the reintro-
duction of fares for pensioners in the
metropolitan area we gave more than the
other States In respect of only one of
those items.

Now we are second. Tasmania charges
4c a ride on the buses whereas we charge
.5c, t0e, or 15e according to distance.
Whereas previously we were giving a
greater concession than were other States,
now we are not.

I have made a comparison of conces-
sions In all States and in Western Aus-
tralia the concession granted to pension-
ers is 21 per cent while in South Australia
it is 53.3 per cent, Tasmania 52.4 per cent,
Victoria, which Is rathei mean, 31.6 per
cent, New South Wales 44.2 per cent, and
Queensland 49.5 per cent. Although my
figures may not be completely accurate,
at least they indicate the trend. We are
by far the meanest State.
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Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Dr DADOURt: members opposite were in

office for three years and did nothing
about it!

Mr Davies: of course we did.
Dr DADOUR: Therefore they need not

come in on this!I Actually I should deal
with them as I would with drug pushers,
and maybe then we would get a better
Opposition. This applies Particularly to
the bald-headed ones.

Mr T. J. Burke: That is a silly state-
menit.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blaikie):
Order!I Will the member for Subiaco re-
late his remarks to the Item under dis-
cussion?

Several members interjected.
Dr DADOUR: I am not trying to make

headlines. I am saying that In the next
election we will be looking for uniformity
in regard to Pensioner benefits.

Mr H. D. Evans: As a party you have
not made much of a start by taking away
the concession we gave.

Dr DADOUR: I have already spoken
about that aspect. I have already said that
it was with horror I read of the item in
The West Australian on the 22nd June this
year. I tried to write a letter, but was
shaking so much with fury I could not
put pen to paper.

If I might be permitted a little latitude.
I would like to refer to another way Inwhich this State grants fewer concessions
than those which are granted in the other
States. This is particularly so in regard
to local government rates and water rates.
We grant a deferment free of interest. We
must remember that these people have
worked hard all their lives in order to pay
off their homes and then when they re-
tire inflation catches up with the few dol-
lars they have saved and so they must ask
for a deferment of the rates; but this be-
comes a debt on the home.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blaikie):
I draw the attention of the honourable
member to the fact that we are discussing
item 85. As is the practice of Chairmen
of Committees, a little latitude is allowed,
but only on the item under discussion. if
we were to allow members to discuss the
area which you are traversing, we would
probably need another fortnight to get
through.

Dr DADOUR: The amount which is to
be raised by this transport charge is ap-
proximately $200 000 which represents less
than 1 per cent of the total loss on the
metropolitan transport system. I cannot
see why the charge was necessary. The
Treasurer has given us an explanation,
but unfortunately we do not agree on the
basic principle.

I consider that the concession was free
transport, but the Treasurer has explained
that he has not taken away the conces-
sion. All he has done is to charge the in-
crease. This Is what I cannot accept.

Before the charge was made many pen-
sioners in my electorate would hop on a
bus one day a week and go to Armadale
and then back to Fremantle where they
would stroll around the wharf and have
a wonderful day. Now they cannot do this.

Mr TF. J. Burke: They had earned the
right to do that and now the Premier has
ripped it off them.

Dr DADOUR: No-one will dispute that
the senior citizens of our Community often
display an old-world courtesy, very much
like that displayed by the member for
Boulder-Dundas; and I admire that qual-
ity in any man. Now these pensioners are
denied the privilege and cannot afford to
make these trips. I have spoken to a numn-
ber of pensioners who have said that when
they attend pensioner meetings and have
to catch two buses, it costs them an extra
40c for the two of them because it is 10e
for each of them both ways.

Mr O'Connor: if they return within two
hours It is only 10c each.

Dr DADOUR: It is not possible for them
to attend a meeting and then return
within the two hours.

That is the only point I wish to raise. I
believe the concession of free transport
should be returned to the pensioners.

Opposition members:. Hear, hear!
Dr DADOUR: If members opposite feel

that way why has someone not moved a
motion here in that regard?

Mr Skidmore: Because it would not be
successful.

Dr DADOUR: I know why. It Is because
the person who runs the Caucus does not
consider any mileage would be gained, and
members had to do as they were told.

Several members interjected.
Dr DADOUR: Therefore members op-

posite should not come in on this one:,
they are equally guilty because of their
silence.

Mr Skidmiore- I suggest you read Man-
sard and read the series of questions I
asked on the same subject. I took it up
with six groups in my electorate.

Several members Interjected.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blaikie):

Order!
Mr Davies: Why don't you do some-

thing?
Dr DADOUR: I do my best. I am doing

more than members opposite.
Mr T. H. Jones: We have raised the

matter.
Dr DADOUR: Members Opposite have

done nothing whatever.
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Mr T. H. Jones: YOU are the Govern-
ment. Why not get your Government to
do it?

Mr Mailer: You move a motion and we
will support it.

Several members interjected.
Dr DADOURh It really hits them hard

when the truth Is known.
Mr T. H. Jones: You don't like the

truth.
Dr DADOUR: I have stated the truth.

I san open. I cannot get any support.
Mr T. H. Jones: It is your worst effort

since I have been here.
Mr T. J. Burke: You could not get any

support In your party room? That Is
tragic.

Dr DADOUR: Members opposite have
not raised the matter.

Mr T. H. Jones: We are not the Govern-
ment; you are.

Dr DADOUS: I know I will continue to
fight in my effort to get this f ree Pen-
sioner travel restored.

Mr Davies: We will Join you!
Dr DADOURh I will do it my way and

I will win.
Mr T. J. Burke; what year?
Mr Davies: Next Year when you vote

with us!
Dr DADOUR: When members opposite

get in, by the sound of it!
Mr O'Connor: You will be an age pen-

sioner yourself by then!
Dr DADOUR: If we get in again I pro-

mise members that the Treasurer will be
hounded from morning to night until the
concession is granted.

Mr T. H. Jones: Haven't you been doing
that now?

Dr DADOUR: Our policy for the forth-
coming elections for pensioner concessions
will be to bring the concessions at least
into line with the South Australian con-
cessions which are the highest in Australia.

Mr DAVIES., I sin very delighted to
know that the member for Subiaco has
at last discovered pensioners because
when they had a rally at Gloucester Park
not one member of the Government had
enough guts to face them. The only per-
son who arrived was Ross McLean, the Fed-
eral member for Perth. Not one State mem-
ber for Parliament was game enough to
front up to the pensioners. Therefore It is
no good the member for Subiaco telling us
what a great knight he Is for the pen-
sioners because he had completely for-
gotten them until this very minute.

Sir Charles Court: That Is not true. He
spoke on the subject In a grievance debate.

Mr DAVIES: Not one member of the
Cabinet was game enough to go to that
meeting.

Sir Charles Court: What-to a TLC
gathering?

Mr DAVIES: It was not a TIC gather-
ing. It was the Pensioners Action Group.
We have raised this question since may,
1974, when we knew the Premier had the
report and we wanted to know what he
would do about it. In November, 1975, he
said he would get the report and by the
end of the session would table a summary
of what the Government would do. on
the last day of the session I asked him
where it was and he said that when it
was available he would send it to me as
soon as possible.

I did not receive anything, but he issued
a Press release on the day of the Federal
election and led people to believe that
the content of the Press release indicated
what the Government would do. it was
scandalous the way the Government
treated the pensioners. The Premier went
to a meeting of the Australian League of
Pensioners in September, 1975, and said
that it was terrible that people should
spread the rumour that the Government
intended to withdraw the concession be-
cause nothing was further from the truth.
The next day he Issued a Press release
to that effect; then, on the 22nd June,
1976, what did he do? He issued a Press
release Indicating that the Government
was withdrawing the free travel conces-
sion because in future the pensioners
would pay 5c to 15c according to distance.
The concession which the Tonkin Govern-
ment made to pensioners was taken away
by this Government.

I am glad the member for Subiaco
raised the matter. I was going to deal
with it when discussing items 105 to 107
but I might just as well do so now. How
credible is the Government?

Mr Sodeman: How credible are You?
Mr DAVIES: We have been asking ques-

tions about the waiving of water rates and
the Premier says-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blaikie):
Order! I drew the attention of the member
for Subiaco to the fact that he was not to
deal with other matters, but could talk
on the general item of transport. I ex-
pect the member for Victoria Park to do
likewise.

Mr DAVIES: You stopped me In full
flight, Mr Deputy Chairm an!

What worries me is that on the 23rd
June, 1976, Mr Shea said that by paying
the fare $900 000 would be saved a year.
I do rnot believe this amount has been
saved. Next to the item the member for
Subiaco has raised there is the sign "(a)"
which refers us to a notation at the bot-
tom of the page which indicates that de-
tails of Revenue and Expenditure Estim-
ates are shown on page 130. on that page
we are told that the reimbursement by
the State for pensioner travel concessions
was $2 693 000. If there is to be a saving
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of $900 000 we would expect that the figure
last Year would be something like
$3 593 000, but a reference to page 131 of
last year's Estimates indicates that the
cost to the Government that year was only
$2 817 000.

So in point of fact the Government is
saving itself $124 000 in a full year. These
are the Government's own figures, and it
told the world at large It was going to save
$900 000-nearly $1 million. I still say it
does not matter If It was going to save
$2 million; it was a miserable thing to do.
In a Budget of over $1 billion we could
have afforded this concession to pensioners.

The Government's own figures give it
the lie. The Government said it was going
to save $900 000, but 'when 'we compare
the Revenue Estimates for last year and
this year and take one figure away from
the other, we find the saving is a miser-
able $124 000.

r suggest to the member for Subiaco
that the Premier is going to say as an-
other election gimmick, "We will give You
back your concession." The pensioners
and senior citizens have got nothing else
out of the Government, and when the
Government finds the concession Is going
to cost $124 000 instead of $900 000 it will
give the concession back to pensioners.
However, the pensioners do not have to
put their faith in the Government because
we will get back into office and we will
give the concession to them.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I appreciate that
the member for Subiaco has been some-
thing of a crusader in relation to pen-
sioners' fares and I would have thought
the Opposition would be charitable enough
to realise that on a number of occasions,
publicly and both inside and outside this
Chamber, he has expressed his annoyance,
distaste, and anger about the decision
made in respect of pensioners. So let us
start at that point.

I point out we are not dealing with
$200 000 or any figure of that kind because
;he difference between the amounts this
year and last year under Item 85 for what
we have to reimburse the Metropolitan
Transport Trust is not in itself a reflec-
tion of the concession or otherwise to pen-
sioners. it is true It has some impact on
it but the cold, hard facts are that the
Government uinder items 107, 108. and 109,
makes reimbursements to the Mfl and
the railways in respect of pensioner travel,
and even in the 1976-77 year we will be
making a payment to cover pensioners',
travel concessions of no less than $3.64 1
million.

I invite the attention of members to
those items, When we are working out
these figures we must ensure we are com-
paring like with like because the basis on
which we make the reimbursements to the
MT'T and the railways in respect of pen-
sioners moves with the new fare calcula-
tions. It is interesting to note the figure
shown in item 85 Is made up as follows--

Labour-$
Inescapable flow on costs

of salary and wage costs
and the full year effect
of awards granted dur-
ing 1975-76 .... .... 1'752 230

Award Increases expected
to arise in 1976-77 ... 1260000

Total labour
Increase ... 3 012 230

Other costs-
materials and services
Depreciation
Interest

Grand Total

1~ 736 736
... 99 763

15421

851 920

3864150

To arrive at the reimbursement fig-ure we
take from that amount the additional
revenue derived from fare increases
effective from July, 1976, which total
$2 536 382, of which approximately
$900 000 Is to come from this figure im-
posed on the pensioners. Then there are
some deductions which bring It down to a
final Increase In the recoup of $346 000,
which has no direct bearing on the actual
fi~gure resulting from the increase in pen-
sioners' fares. I give that information by
way of explanation because those figures
are Incorporated In the additional revenue
we are expecting from that source of some
$900 000.

Quite frankly, the reaction from
pensioner groups in the inner and outer
metropolitan area and elsewhere has not
been in the way it is reflected to me by
some members. In most eases pensioners
have expressed concern about other forms
of concessions rather than the fares, and
It Is these concessions the Government is
considering. We are disappointed that both
Federal Governments have given us the
same answer on the report relating to
pensioner concessions, They have both said
a study of incomes was being undertaken
and they were not Prepared to consider
the report on a Commonwealth-wide basis
until they have the answer to that. But in
view of the fact that the matter Is drag-
ging on and on and I cannot get an answer
about when there will be an end to the
Commonwealth survey, we will have to
take another look at the report ourselves.

I emphasise the fact that the difference
between the reimbursement to the MIT
this year and last year is not in Itself a
reflection of the amount we will get from
Pensioner concessions. Quite frankly, if it
were going to be only $200 000 no-one
would bother about It. but It Is a much
higher figure. I repeat it is only because of
the increase and in no way did we take
away the existing fare concessions enjoyed
by pensioners.
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Item No. .94: National Parks Authority,
$1379000-

Mr H. D. EVANS: The point which
arises in connection with this item is the
precise funding of the organisation. It
obviously comes under the control of the
Minister for the Environment and Fisheries
and Wildlife but the funding Is shown as
being through the Premier's Department.

The increase is in the order of $500 000
and is fairly substantial. Although this will
be helpful, it will by no means be adequate
for the task with which the National Parks
Authority is charged. The recent reserves
report indicates the increased demand
there will be on the new authority, and I
do not know whether this $500 000 is to be
Involved in the establishment of head-
quarters and, if so, to what degree.

This has been a fairly substantial drain
on the previous National Parks Board. As
the population increases and the demand
on various areas of the State intensifies,
the National Parks Authority will be in-
volved to a greater extent. I can foresee
that considerable cost will be entailed in
areas such as Kalbarri, Yanchep, and other
national parks, and I cannot see how an
increase of $500 000 will permit the Na-
tional Parks Authority to do all it is to be
called upon to do.

For 10 years national parks were not
regarded as being of tremendous impor-
tance, but community, national, and world
attitudes towards these things have
changed, and the Government will be re-
quired to spend a considerable amount on
national parks. I am interested to hear
how the amount of $1.379 million will be
spent in the coming year.

Sir CHARLES COURT:, I do not know
whether the honourable member recalls,
but this matter was referred to in the
Budget speech under the heading "Nation-
al Parks and Nature Reserves", in which
the following was stated-

In order to make a start on a pro-
gram to progressively acquire such
properties an amount of $500 000 has
been included in the Proposed vote for
the Department of Lands and Surveys.

More specifically, under item 94 the in-
crease is $586 000, which is a fairly sizable
increase and is only foreshadowing what I
believe will be a succession of increases in
the years that lie ahead bectuse of the
policies we have embarked upon and the
recommendations of the Conservation
Through Reseeves Committee that we have
adopted following their refinement by the
EPA. This means we are taking a realistic
view towards the total question of national
parks.

I think the fact that we have now passed
this responsibility on to another Minister
is further indication of our desire to enter
into this in a meaningful way.

The additional provision is necessary to
meet higher operating costs and expansion
of activities attributable to the following
factors--

(a) Inescapable s a I a r y
and wage costs in-
cluding payroll over-
heads..

(b) Award variations ex-
pected to arise during
1976-77 ..

(e) New salaried and
wages staff... ..

(d) Increase in general
administration ex-
penses .. .. I ..

(e) Higher maintenance
costs of existing
parks and increased
capital works arising
mainly from develop-
ment of new park
areas .. .. ..

142 000

2?7000

66 000

7 000

344 000

$586 000

The total grant comprises $889 000 for
operating and maintenance, and $490 000
for capital works.

Mr R. D. Evans; Where is the $500 000
for the purchase of properties?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am trying to
pick that up. it is a separate item on
page 105. The item is No. 6, and it is for
the purchase of land for national parks
and nature reserves, with an estimate of
$500 000. So not only have we allowed
$588 000, but also the amount of $500 000
that has been allocated on a specific basis
as mentioned in the Budget speech for the
purpose of purchasing lands for national
Parks and nature reserves. So the new
Minister is a lucky fellow who will start
off with all this money.

I make the point that this is the first
acknowledgment by the Government-I
think it is the first acknowledgment of all
time-that it is not sufficient merely to
talk about reserves without being prepared
to put up money to acquire them. We
must be prepared to acquire them.

we also have made it clear that where
we do go In for acquisition we will do so
on fair and equitable terms. If we want
to create and develop areas as parks we
will Inevitably run Into the Purchase of
private land from time to time, and we
want to have funds available so that we
can do it on a fair and equitable basis.

The honourable member can take that
as a declaration of our Policy and our
faith in the matter, and he can take it
as a statement of our intention to do
something more than just keep the pot
boiling, as was the case in the past.
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Mr H. D. Evans: There was a precedent
when the Tonkin Government purchased
2 000 acres at Cape Leeuwin.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is intended
to start a new era of land acquisition, and
I feel the sum of $500 000 is not a bad
start, particularly as the other vote has
been increased by $586 000.

Item No. 98: Natural Disaster Payments,
$1 750 000-

Mr DAVIES: Last year $2 452 was spent
on this item, and this year the estimate is
$1.75 million. I do not know whether the
Government is being assisted by Nostra-
damus and has been told there will be a
great number of natural disasters this
year. This seems an exceedingly large in-
crease, On the other hand, I can only
suggest that perhaps it anticipates a
change of Government and Is aware that
the Labor Party proposes to set up a nat-
ural disaster fund, and this amount of
$1.75 million will be handed over as the
basis of that fund.

I am aware the Government claims to
have established records in different areas,
but I think It is going a little far to sug-
gest it will establish a new record in re-
spect of natural disasters!

We appreciate the fact that the Premier
allowed us to go back to these items. I
have missed one or two myself. Had I not
missed item No. 76, 1 would have said
that the Lady Gowrie Child Centre was
delighted with the extra money it received
last year; but as I have missed that item
I will not say that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Alas, it is not
a question of being a soothsayer or a
crystal ball gazer at all; this is a cold.
hard reality, because the provision of this
$1.75 million is based on some rather pre-
dictable situations.

The provision is required to meet the
expected State outlay on cyclone damage
at Port Hedland and drought relief meas-
ures. Expenditure on Port Hedland cyclone
damage in 1975-76 is shown as a separate
item on page 51 of the Estimates.

Under the natural disaster relief
arrangements the Commonwealth and
State Governments share the cast of
approved relief and restoration measures
in the case of major disasters. The cur-
rent arrangements are that the State is
required to meet the first $1.5 million of
expenditure In any financial year from
its own resources and the Commonwealth
Governunent funds the balance.

For this purpose, "major"~ disasters are
regarded as those requiring expenditure on
agreed relief and restoration measures In
excess of one-tenth of a State's expendi-
ture "quota". which in our case is
$150 000.

State expenditure on the Port Hedland
cyclone disaster in 1975-76 amounted to
$1 542 588. Expenditure during that year
was charged to an item titled "Port Hed-
land Cyclone".

Considerable work remains to be done
at Port Hedland in this financial year,
mainly on restoration of the hospital and
high voltage power lines. Consequently
provision has been made to meet the
State's share of the cost of this work and
also for drought relief measures.

Unfortunately we cannot arrange the
time at which cyclones strike, so we
cannot necessarily get the work done
within the financial year and we find our-
selves running into the new financial year,
and we lose that money. This is very uin-
fair and harsh.

MrY Davies: We need a national fund.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Well, we are
working with the Commonwealth on this,
and that Is why we have not set up our
own separate fund, In the meantime, as
I have explained on another occasion, we
want to set up a fund of our own which
will earn income and gradually build up.
But when the Commonwealth was moving
into this field we said we would co-oper-
ate In the light of our own experience of
the effects of cyclones, fires, and droughts.
Hopefully something will be done on a
national level to which we could contrib-
ute; but this, of course, Is still in the
embryo stage and will take a long time.

Mr Davies: There was some criticism
about the Rt & I Bank contributions in
the Darwin disaster In that not every
penny was accounted for.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am certain the
Rt & I Bank handled the matter quickly
and effectively, I agreed very promptly
with the Lord Mayor when he wanted to
make a sum of money available to Alice
Springs at that stage because I believed it
was a matter that should be Identified.
What is the use of having this money If
it is not spent in the case of genuine
emergencies?

Item No. 115: Pre-School Centres-
Grants towards Construction Costs,
$80 000-

Mr BRYCE: I ask the Treasurer why no
figure Is shown for 19 75-76 although an
amount of $80 000 is shown for the current
year. I also have a couple of other small
queries relating to this Item, in respect of
which I seek clarification.

Firstly, does this Item mean the Govern-
meat intends to encourage the develop-
ment of pre-school centres as Opposed to
pre-primary centres? Secondly, would the
Treasurer indicate to the Committee
whether the amount of $80 000 wil be
made available for a specific number of
fixed subsidies?
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i understand at present the subsidies are
around $4 009 to $5 000 a kindergarten or
pre-school centre. Many pre-school centre
committees will be anticipating building
centres this year and It would be Interest-
ing to know whether the Government In-
tends to increase the fixed subsidy for such
buildings.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I cannot indic-
ate whether there Is any Intention to In-
crease or otherwise deal with these sub-
sidies. I can only give the member for
Ascot the details of how the miscellaneous
Item is dealt with.

This Item provides for grants towards
the construction costs of community based
pre-school centres as under-

Southern areas; ILe. below 260 of
Parallel latitude-14 at $4 000
each.

North-west.-4 at $6 000 each.
That makes a total of $80 000. Following
the constitution of the Western Australian
Pre-School Board from the 1st July,
1973. the board was made responsible for
the administration of these grants. How-
ever, from the 1st July, 1975, that function
was transferred back to the Education
Department. It appears under the Mis-
cellaneous Services vote as distinct from
the departmental vote.

Item No. 140: Senior Citizens' Centres-
Maintenance Grants, $54 000-

Mr DAVIES: For many years the Gov-
ernment has paid a subsidy of up to $1 500
to senior citizens' centres which show an
operating loss. That has been an unreal-
istic figure for some years, and I was
pleased to see the Government increasing
it to $2 000 this financial year. With
present-day costs and the tremendous
amount of voluntary work going into these
centres, the Government could have been
more generous. I notice that $40 726 was
provided In the last financial year. On the
9th November I asked the Minister for
Health a question as to what had been
the cost of assistance given to senior
citizens' centres to offset operating
deficiencies for the years 1973 to 1976. In
his reply the Minister said the figure for
1975-1976 was $35 726. However, the
figure shown In the Estimates was $40 726
for the same period. There is a difference
of $5 000, and If there is that amount of
money floating around I would like it for
the Carlisle centre.

Unfortunately the senior citizens' centre
at Carlisle, through a number of factors
none of which are attributable to any one
phase or person and certainly not to mis-
management, but through sheer logistics,
is $2 000 down, over and above the $2 000
it is hoping to receive from the Govern-
ment,

To put that centre back on the right
track, a sum of $2 000 should be given as
a special subsidy. I made representations

to the Government, and I did not want this
to be a standard payment because it was
an exceptional case: but the Government
was not able to accommodate me.

In view of the fact there is this $5 000
difference, could the Treasurer explain the
reason for it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I cannot give
the honourable member the reason for
the disparity which he claims exists in
respect of the actual expenditure for
19&75-76. If he gives me the details of the
question he asked I will inquire into the
matter.

Mr Davies: It is question 16 of the 9th
November. There is a, difference of
$5 000.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That could
represent a carry-over of amounts that
have not been paid. I will have that
matter looked into, but off the cuff I would
not like to change the decision that has
been given. I know at the time the
Treasury went Into this matter very care-
fully. We have increased the figure per
centre Per annum to $2 000, and that
seems to give the necessary boost that is
required.

No doubt from time to time these centres
will ask for the grant to be reviewed In
the light of changing money values and
changing commitments. It is also pertinent
to refer to item No. 141 relating to sub-
sidies towards construction of these
centres. The maximum contribution has
been increased from $15 000 to $20 000.
This Year provision has been made for the
estimated cost of developing new centres
and extending some established centres.
This, of course, is something in which the
Commonwealth Government participates
to the extent of two-thirds, the States to
the extent of one-sixth, and local author-
ities also to the extent of one-sixth. If
the honourable member desires I will have
a look at the disparity in the amounts.

Item No. 148: Swan River Conservation
Board, $104 800-

Mr BRYCE: We all understand that
this board will be wound up when the
new waterways commission is established,
and presumably the commission will be
established before the next financial year.
Can the T1reasurer indicate the reasons
for an estimated increase of about $30 000
to the board for this year when, in fact,
the Government has made provision for
the establishment of the waterways com-
mission which presumably will be Involved
in a much greater grant?

Sir CHARLES COURT: My understand-
ing is that the legislation currently before
the Chamber will not have an immediate
effect. I estimate there will be quite a few
months of' settling down time. I would
be amazed if the new commission came
into being before the next financial year;
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so, we are still dealing with the Swan
River Conservation Board. When the
Treasury officers framed the Budget figures
they did so on the basis of the Swan River
Conservation Board being In operation for
the year.

Item No. 153: Tertiary Institutions Ser-
vice Centre, $500 500-

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am at a loss to know
how to raise the point and make the ob-
servation I feel should be made, subsequent
to the passage of the tertiary education
legislation earlier this year. While I have
no quarrel with the $500 over $500 000 that
has been provided, I would like to make
reference to the attitude of members on
the Government side, and in particular to
the attitude of the spokesman for the
National Country Party on education. I
refer to the member for Merredin-Yilgarn,
who during the course of the debate on
the tertiary education legislation made
specific references to the professional type
of students to be found in the tertiary
institutions.

His comments seemed to be somewhat
unjust when he made the point that stu-
dents were capable of taking degree after
degree, and making a career of being Stu-
dents at the expense of the other channels
of Government. It did seem as though
the career student was somewhat akin to
the syndrome of the dole bludger, as in-
dicated by members opposite from time
to time.

Mr Old: I notice that Mr Peter Cook
referred to them as dole bludgers the other
day,

Mr H. D. EVANS: So did a member op-
posite. as reported in the newspapers. I
have endeavoured to obtain the figures re-
lating to the tertiary institutions and the
percentage of students that were takig
higher degrees. The student numbers at
both WAIT and the University of Western
Australia do Present difficulties, and the
records do not break up as well as I would
have liked. However, they do give some
indication.

The figures show the number of students
taking undergraduate and postgraduate
courses, on a full-time basis as well as
a part-time basis. It is probably true
that the pure sciences, by the nature of
the substance in their study content, tend
to have students continuing as postgradu-
ates who move from the undergraduate
situation to the postgraduate system.

However, the other disciplines--art,
commerce, and social studies-inevitably
have a postgraduate student component
which is considerably larger. I shall pre-
sent certain figures to Indicate the posi-
tion, and then I shall tie them up with the
precise tertiary institution centres. in this
way it would be possible for me to clarify
some of the syndrome of tertiary students.

The students at the University of West-
ern Australia total 9 840. They comprise
the following categories-

Full-time Part-Lime

Bachelor Pass Degree ...5357 2 120
Bachelor Honours De-

gree ". .. 231 37
Undergraduate miscel-

laneous Subjects ... 17 237
Higher Degree Students 759 1 009
Higher Degree Students

external -. .. - 37

Total 06364 3 440

So the ratio of higher degree full-time stu-
dents to the total body Is 7.74 per cent.
Of that the external higher degree stu-
dents would represent almost half, Thus,
the number that can be said to be in that
category is very small indeed.

Turning to WAIT, the total number of
students is 11 044. They comprise the fol-
lowing categories--

Full-time Part-timne

Postgraduate Diploma ... 190 774
Postgraduate Master

Degree -. 4 70
Bachelor Degree 2 946 3 973
Associate or Diploma ...1415 1 160
Associate Diploma .. 220 292

Total ... 4775 6269

It will be seen that the ratio of post-
graduate students to the total body is 1.75
per cent. I should point out that takes
in 194 full-time students and 844 part-time
students who are undergoing postgraduate
studies.

I feel those figures should help us to
dispel the myth of the dole bludger syn-
drome. These figures are not as specific
as I would have liked them to be, but they
do give an indication of the danger in
making generalisations of the sort made
by the member for Merredin-Yilgarn, as
spokesman on education matters for the
National Country Party.

Having made that point and having
related it to Item No. 153, 1 would be
appreciative if the Treasurer Could give
us an indication of the total purposes of
the $500 500 provided in this item.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The increase
this year is $91 981, and it is made up of
a number of items which are substantially
inescapable items, such as salary increases,
pay-roll tax, award increases, increases in
examination and supervision fees, in-
creased computer costs, and a general
increase in administration costs. In other
words It is a combination of various
amounts.

I shall answer the honourable member's
question on this basis: the Tertiary Insti-
tutions service Centre was established
with the twofold task of conducting the
tertiary admissions examination, and
operating a joint application centre which
will process applications for entry into
the four tertiary education institutions;
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that is, the University of Western Austra-
lia, Murdoch University, the Western Auls-
tralian Institute of Technology, and the
Teacher Education Authority. The centre
now replaces the functions previously
undertaken by the Public Examinations
Board.

I assume the honourable member was
using this Item to have a crack at the
member for Merredln-Yilgarn because of
the fact that this body, at least in theory,
has some say in the processing of appli-
cations for tertiary institutions, Presum-
ably, It would apply also to those second
and other degrees.

I have sumnmarised the situation for the
honourable member. The functions of the
centre are twofold. It is a considerable
sum of money for that purpose. How-
ever, coming back to the criticism of the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn, I do not
think he was making a genera] accusation
about every person who went on to a sec-
ond degree. I think he was aiming his
criticism at some of those people we know
so well who seem to become mature when
getting another degree.

I had a case in my electorate where
after providing three references to a
person so that he could continue his
higher education I1 refused a further re-
ference. I said to the parents of the person
that perhaps It would be better if he had
a few years in the work force.

Mr Hartrey: Too right!

Sir CHARLES COURT: By this time
the fellow was getting on to 34 Years of
age, and I was rude enough to say to his
parents that if he took a couple of years
off he would find out how hard it was to
earn a living, Strangely enough, the
parents took me seriously and sent him
out to work. The fellow concerned later
wrote to me and thanked me, and he said
he was finding it much less comfortable
having to work than it was during his
academic life. He is now back in the
protected waters of his academic life, and
heading for a professorship.

That is the kind of person the member
f-zr Merredin-Yilgarn was referring to. My
understanding was that he was not having
a go, generally, at the people who take
second and third degrees. There is a lot
to be said for same of the American
universities and their institutes of higher
learning where one goes back to industry.
Some of their best people have reached
senior positions, and then returned to do
their Ph.D. I found that in those cases
they usually got a much better type of
qualification than they would have ob-
tained at some of the other institutions
which do not have the same degree of
prestige. A person who is successful in
that way is more able to make a contri-
bution through himself, or through his
arm

Mr BRYCE: A drop from 380 947 to
$1 000 is rather substantial. Is the Trea-
surer able to indicate the reason for the
drop, and the reason for which the money
was actually paid to the University of
Western Australia.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This item pro-
vides for a literary grant of $1 000 to
assist the university with costs associated
with bringing eminent speakers to the uni-
versity's summer school in January each
year to lecture on the topic of Australian
literature.

During 1975-76 State grants were made
to the University of WA to meet the costs
of additional medical teaching personnel
and teaching practice expenses. A grant
of $67 400 for medical teaching personnel
permitted the university to increase the
intake of second year medical students
from 90 to 120. The balance of the de-
crease in the provision of $12 547 repre-
sented a special grant for the payment of
allowances to school teachers who super-
vise trainee teachers enrolled in teacher
education programmes at the university.
These costs have now been absorbed in the
university's recurrent budget.

Item No. 173: Western Australian Meat
C o m m is s i a n-Midland Divison-Debt
Charges Subsidy, $275 000-

Mr H. D. 'EVANS: I recall the last
answer I received from the Minister for
Agriculture was that a sum of $50 000 was
the assistance for operations for this year
for the Midland Division. I wonder whether
the Treasurer has a breakdown of the fig-
ures which show whether or not the debt
charges subsidy, and the recoup of losses
were taken into account in the overaUl
figure. Can the Treasurer tell us the
precise figure with regard to operations,
and whether or not the Government con-
tributed at any level to come up with the
final figure of $50 000 profit?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I think I Will
have to read most of the notation on
this item, so as to have it properly re-
corded. This is a recurring charge which
the Government has accepted, and it is
to provide for a subsidy equal to 25 per
cent of the current cost to the commission
of interest and capital repayments in re-
spect of its abattoir at Midland. In other
words, we accepted 25 per cent because it
was a service abattoir, as distinct from a
commercial abattoir. We accepted the
service charges on that proportion of the
capital and it will no longer be used for
the purposes of arriving at charges. That
was generally well accepted.

In 1975-76 an investigation Into the capi-
tal structure of the Midland Junction
Abattoir was conducted by the Treasury
Department with a view to determining
whether a write-down of capital indebited-
ness was Justified.
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It was decided that a write-down of
capital indebtedness would in fact only
represent a bookkeeping entry in the
Treasury and as such the debt charges
would still continue to be serviced by the
State. The Governmnent therefore agreed
to a subsidy to compensate the division
for its role as a service works.

The grant will be Paid in 1976-77 and
future years except where-

(a) throughput in any year reaches
'75 per cent of installed capacity at
1st July, 1975; or

(b) the division, having cleared ac-
cumulated past losses, breaks even
or incurs a surplus in any year
without the benefit of subsidy.

The works, which Previously operated as
the Midland Junction Abattoir Board, were
incorporated into the Western Australian
Meat Commission on the 1st July.

There Is another Item where there was a
recoup of losses. I do not know whether
the honourable member referred to that,
but these are the figures for this year.
To continue my notes: This was a de-
crease of $778'720.

This item provided for a recoup of half
of the loss Incurred by the Midland Junc-
tion Abattoir Board in 1974-75.

As a service works the board was re-
quired to meet the needs of livestock pro-
ducers and consequently has a capacity
geared to cope with Peak production per-
iods.

In 1974-75 the number of stock slaught-
ered was lower than expected, one of the
main reasons being the decline in export
markets.

The accumulated loss by the board as
at the 30th June, 1975, was $2 553 522. The
Government contributed the following
amounts towards the board's losses in the
period between 1971-72 and 1974-75-

1971-72 .. .
1972-13 ..
1973-74 ..
1974-75

No provision is included for
board achieved a surplus
1975-76.

The board was incorpo
Western Australian Meat
the 1st July. 1976, and the
the Midland Division of th

The Government, In acec
undertaking given to the
76, has also provided to
mission with debt charg
under Item 173.

It is now a recurring it
cerely hope that Govern
future will continue to acc
cent of capital charges wit
service abattoir.

Item No. 175: Western Australian
Police Union of Workers, $25 000-

Mr T. H. JONES: The Police Union of
Workers received $5 000 last year and the
estimate is $25 000 for this year. I ask
the reason for the increase, and whether
any assistance is to be given to other
trade unions on the same basis.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I know of no
assistance to be given to other trade
unions, but it is possible that some assist-
ance may be given. The increase in assist-
ance this year is because of the costs in-
curred during the year. I think the hon-
ourable member will be aware of the costs
involved in the Ugle inquiry, the Layer-
ton Royal Commission, and the inquiry
into prostitution-the latter not being
mentioned in my notes.

The sum set aside is not necessarily the
actual figure to be Paid because the costs
have not been finalised as yet.

Item 176: Western Australian Pre-School
Board, $2 135 000-

Mr BRYCE: Would the Treasurer Iidi-
cate the reason for the reduction of
$400 000 in the estimate for the Pre-School
Board? On an earlier item the Treasurer
indicated that the Government intends to
allocate money for the construction of
pre-school centres throughout the State,
in addition to its pre-primary programme.
Presumably, if the number of pre-school
centres is to increase, more money will be
involved.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is a
decrease of $386 321. The decrease is due
to additional grants arising from the Com-
monwvealth's funding arrangements for
pre-school teaching staff salaries, a separ-
ate allocation for grants towards construc-
tion costs of pre-school centres, a non-
recurring grant In 1975-76 to cover the
1974-75 deficit and funds carried forward
at the 1st July, 1976.

$ the Commonwealth meets 75 per cent of
... 693 493 the cost of the salaries of pre-school

205 365 teaching staff and the State grant has been
.. 300 000 determined on the basis of a continuation

- of those arrangements. However, the Corn-
1976-77 as the moflwealth has indicated that a reduction

of $167 000 in in that percentage is being considered, in
which case an increase in the State grant
to meet any resultant shortfall may be

rated into the necessary.
Commission on The transactions of the board are fin-
Lbattoir became anced mainly from Commonwealth grants
at body. under the Childhood Services Programme,
rdance with an parents levies and State grants.
board in 1975- Mr Bryce: Has the Treasurer any idea
assist the cam- when he can expect that decision from the
es as provided Commonwealth?

Sir CHARLES COURT: No; the last
tem and I sin- time I sought information it was undeter-
iments in the mined. I would not hazard a guess without
~ept the 25 per conferring with the Minister. I have a lot
h regard to the more information to which the honourable

member is entitled.
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Mr Bryce: For the sake of brevity, Is It
possible for me to get the Information
without the need for the Treasurer to read
right through it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will be only
too pleased to photostat it and make it
available to the honourable member.

Mr Bryce: Thank you.
Item No. 179: Western Australian

Tertiary Education Commission, $194 000-
Mr BRYCE: This item has been

increased from $125 000. We know for a
fact that the legislation to establish a Post-
Secondary Education Commission has
passed through this Parliament, and the
appointment of the person to head the
commission is In the transition stage.
I wonder if the Treasurer can indicate
whether the increase of $89 000 in the
estimate relates only to the Tertiary Edu-
cation Commission, or involves staff and
other activities of the body which will take
its place.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My understand-
ing in respect of this particular item is
that the budgeting provisions have regard
for the fact that another body will come
into operation during the year. Perhaps
the most accurate way to answer the query
Is to refer to the figures given here. This
Is an increase of $69 000 and the additional
provision is necessary to meet higher
operating costs arising mainly from the
following factors--

(a) Inescapable salary and
wage costs Including pay-
roll overheads .. ... 10 600

(b) Award variations expect-
ed to arise during 1976-77 4000

(c) General increases in
administration expenses 6 400

(d) Salary of a full-time
chairman, fees for board
members and other staff
changes arising from
recent amendments to
the Western Australian
Tertiary Education Com-
mission Act 1970-1972 48000

69 000

This item provides for the expenses of
the Tertiary Education Commission, a
commission which was appointed on the
recommendation of the Jackson committee
on tertiary education to assist in the
development of tertiary education and to
help co-ordinate tertiary institutions.
The commission was establihed as a
statutory body in 1970. In 1915 the State
Government appointed the Partridge com-
mittee to conduct an Inquiry into post-
secondary education in this State. Follow-
ing that, legislation was passed and the
Post Secondary Education Commission was
estabinshed. Amendments to the principal
Act were assented to on the 9th June,

1976, and they will Come into operation
from the date of proclamation on or about
the 15th December. The functions of the
new commission are well known to the
honourable member.

Mr Bryce: To save reading it all, is
there any indication when the new com-
mission will be established?

Sir CHARLES COURT: My understand-
ing is that the Minister is endeavouring
to make appointments as quickly as he can,
In fact, some appointments have been
approved already, although not for the
full quota. Whether or not the Minister
will be able to have the new organisation
established without a full quota, I cannot
hazard a guess.

Mr Bryce: I am asking the question to
get some idea of the allocation to the new
commission.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My understand-
ing is it Is Indicated here.

Mr Bryce: This is the old commission.
Sir CHARLES COURT: A Budget alloca-

tion had to be made before the legislation
was effective, so certain suppositions were
made in respect of such matters a~s a fuli-
time chairman. My understanding is that
the $48 000 allowed under this item for
the salary of a full-time chairman is for
board members, etc. These amounts have
to be listed under the existing Statute.
I have referred to the fact that It has
been estimated the new body will come
into operation about the middle of
December. I do not know whether that
goal will be achieved, but allowance has
been made for It In the Budget.

Item No. 190: Ex Gratia Payments,
$60 000-

Mr DAVIES: I would like to ask the
Treasurer whether he will be good enough
to supply me with a list of the ex gratia
payments as he has done In past years,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would be only
too pleased to do this. In the past it has
been the custom to supply any interested
members privately with a list of ex gratia
payments, for reasons generally known.
However, it is public information, and there
is no reason why it should not be read
out and incorporated in Hansard. I will
make a copy of the list available to the
honourable member.

Mr Davies: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition also would like a copy.

Vote put and passed,

Part 3: Minister for Works and the
North West-

Vote: Public Works and Buildings,
$36 908 000-

Item No. 11: Kununurra Airport-
Operating Expenses, $105000-

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am rather concerned
about a matter thiat is related to this
allocation for the Kununurra Airport, and
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that Is the transfer of the DCA to Kun-
unurra from Wyndbam. This gives rise to
a difficulty, and I do not know how the
difficulty can be overcome. The problem is
of significance and importance to the
people of the area.

By way of answer to a question I asked,
we know that the DCA is expected to move
to Kununurra by the end of November.
This means that the 23 personnel who
were previously attached to the DCA at
Wyndham will leave. However, the more
significant and worrying aspect is the
Wyndharm Airport. Is this airport to be
downgraded, and if so, to what extent?
Will it now fall to the shire council to
operate the airport, and I am particularly
concerned about all-night services In view
of the operations of the Flying Doctor
service? Will the night flying hazards be
such that the Flying Doctor service will
not operate from the Wyndham Airport.)

Local residents have expressed concern
that the Flying Doctor service may oper-
ate from Kununurra. The Wyndhiam Reg-
Ional Hospital is a modern up-to-date one
and this Is the obvious hospital to be
served by the Flying Doctor. The Hun-
unurra Hospital is not of the same stand-
ard and yet this is the town which will
have a modern airport and will provide
better facilities for the Flying Doctor ser-
vice.

I do not know the regulations which
apply to the Flying Doctor service, and I
do not know whether this operation will
transfer to Kununurra. The Treasurer may
be able to answer my queries. Will the
State Government be involved in the fund-
ing of the Wyndhamn Airport, or will this
expense be the shire's responsibility?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I cannot give a
positive answer to the honourable mem-
ber, although I know there is some con-
cern about this matter. I will certainly
inquire of my colleague about the negotia-
tions which have taken place between the
Commonwealth and State, as well as with
the local people. We must bear In mind
that this is a locally owned airport at
Kununurra. I have made a note to advise
the member about the state of current
negotiations.

Item No. 14; Ord River-Farmers As-
sistance, $81 000-

Mr H. D. EVANS: This item is inter-
related with Items Not. 15 and 18--they
all concern the Ord River.

I was surprised to see that the Ord
River scheme comes under the portfolio
of the Minister for Works and the North-
West. I believe it would be more appropri-
ate to talk about this subject under the
portfolio of Agriculture.

Sir Charles Court: You can deal with it
when we come to agriculture.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Harbour and Light Department,
$4 712 000; Office of Regional Administra-
tion and the North West, $855 0(0--put
and pawsed.

Part 4: Minister for Justice and Chief
Secretary-

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Leader of
the Opposition) [ 11.40 p.m.l3: 1 would like
to make a few remarks about the activities
of the Electoral Department and In par-
ticular the new electoral rolls. To say the
least these are a disaster-each poll clerk
will need a magnifying glass to read them.
For a long time the Federal Government
has produced its rolls with the use of
computers, but the print is nowhere near
as small as that of our new rolls. At the
end of an election day, our Poll clerks
will have suffered a great deal while en-
deavouring to find names on these rolls.

Let us hope that the department can
overcome this problem very quickly and
that the new electoral rolls are much bet-
ter than the proof copies.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
Is one I have raised many times, and that
is in relation to joint rolls. The last I
heard about this was that the Government
had undertaken further negotiations with
the Commonwealth. The State Government
is expending a considerable amount of
money for no reason-probably In excess
of $100 000 for printing and other associ-
ated costs.

It seems most unreasonable at this stage
In our history that we cannot negotiate
for the Printing of our rolls In conjunction
with the Commonwealth Government. I
believe there Is only one other State that
does not have Joint electoral rolls. We per-
sist In this method of providing our own
rolls with all the habitation indices etc.
that are involved. It is high time the
State Government started to sort out the
Problems associated with such a proposi-
tion.

There are nio technical difficulties
about this proposal. For many years our
electorial laws have contained a provision
giving the Governor the right to nego-
tiate with the Governor-General to estab-
lish such a joint roll. All we need is the
desire and the endeavour on the part of
the Government of the day to achieve
this.

On some occasions a number of elections
were held over a short period, and this
precluded us from making the transition.
However, the idea seems to have been
dropped cold. obviously it would be im-
possible to implement it before the next
election. we should endeavour to resolve
our problems immediately the election Is
out of the way. Surely we could enter
into an arrangement with the Common-
wealth department so that Its electoral
rolls are available to the State.
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I draw these matters to the attention
of the Treasurer who will no doubt refer
them to the Minister for Justice and the
Chief Secretary. I hope some action will
be taken.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Treasurer) [11.43 p.m.]: The objections
of the Leader of the Opposition to the new
electoral rolls have been noted. I must
admit I have not studied the rolls in any
great detail, but at first sight the print-
ing does appear to be fairly small. I am
assuming that is a reflection on the facili-
ties available to us. I shall take the mat-
ter up with the Minister to find out
whether the type size can be altered.

The Leader of the opposition has raised
the question of joint rolls many times.
Speaking from memory, I understand that
we are looking at the matter and probably
some of the objections raised a few years
ago have been resolved. I undertake to
check this matter out with the Minister
for Justice to find out how far he has
proceeded with the study which we asked
him to make about the practicalities of
joint rolls, having regard to our electoral
laws and those of the Commonwealth.

Vote: Crown Law, $8 491000M-
Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allow-

ances generally, $0 759 000-

Mr DAVIES: The Government has given
some Indication of its desire to expedite
cases before the courts. The first thing we
can do is to improve the present systemn of
recording of evidence. At present, magis-
trates appear to take evidence down in
longhand. Recently, an acquaintance of
mine had to appear at court as a minor
witness. She arrived at 9.00 am. and left
at 3.00 p.m., and must return in another
three weeks because that is when the case
may be continued. She was amazed that
magistrates are still taking down notes in
longhand. I too was amazed; in fact, I
could hardly believe It. I have appeared
before magistrates, appeal boards and
other tribunals and, when I was cross-
examining a witness, by the time the
magistrate wrote down my first question I
almost forgot the next question Z wished
to ask.

Sir Charles Court: Are you referring to
magistrates courts? I assume you are not
referring to the Supreme Court.

Mr DAVIES: No, the magistrates courts.
I do not know what success the Govern-
ment has had in its endeavours to expedite
matters, but this is one obvious way in
which the procedures could be improved.
It Is not unusual for cases, particularly
those involving great debate, to drag on
for quite a period. it has been suggested
that a better method of recording of evi-
dence will expedite matters, and I make
that suggestion to the Government.

Sir Charles Court: it shall be investi-
gated.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Corporate Affairs Office,
$959 000; Office of Titles, $2 523 000;
rublic Trust Office, $1 351 000; Electoral,
$1019 000: Licensing, $260 000; Chit! Sec-
retary, $1 229 000; Registry and Friendly
Societies, $471 000; Astronomical Services,
$323 000; Department of Corrections,
$11 715 000-put and passed.

Part 5: Minister for Agricultur-
MR H. D. EVANS (Warren-Deputy

Leader of the Opposition) (11.49 p.m.J:
This can hardly be described as a Budget
for farmers. There are several observa-
tions I should like to make generally, and
specifics I will take up as I proceed. Cer-
tainly, very little initiative is contained in
this Budget for agriculture. It would be a
classic of understatement to say that it is
disappointing. The total amount in the
Estimates for divisional research and ser-
vices has been cut by $409 980, or 35 per
cent. This Is a very significant reduction.
If we also take into account the reduced
value of money due to inflation, ag-
riculture has not done very happily
at all, because in real terms the total
cut is about $514 000, or 43 per cent. That
is the prospect which faces the agricultural
industries in the forthcoming year.

Cuts of that order, no matter which
department Is involved, must be reflected
In the overall performance of that depart-
ment and the services it can provide. The
bleak austerity of the Budget contrasts
sharply with the election promises made
by the Minister. The Budget is ominously
silent about a number of issues, including
new land farmers, hundreds of whom are
still living in substandard dwellings.

The other matter to which I wish to
refer relates to the Ord River farmers. I
understand this matter is dealt with under
a previous part, which provided for a signi-
ficant expenditure on the production of
sugar cane. However, assistancc provided
directly to farmers in 1975-76 was some
$600 000, whereas this year it will de-
crease by $579 523, or 87.74 per cent, to
only $81 000. 1 presume this will apply to
the 23 farmers still operating on the Ord.
Assistance Is being provided by way of
research, particularly into sugar, and this
is included in the vote for the Public
Works Department; I understand it is of
the order of $363000.

The problem facing the Ord sugar in-
dustry is another matter. At present, there
are 23 farmers in the area but it is an-
ticipated only about five would be capable
of sustaining themselves under the present
situation. If this year's level of assist-
ance is to be only one-eighth of that ap-
plying last year. what will become of the
farmers in the area? Precisely whiat as-
sistance will they be able to call upon
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generally, and what restrictions will be
applied? Once farmers leave the area, it
will compound the difficulties which al-
ready exist. The town of Kununurra will
Probably manage, but if we take away
three-quarters of those who are engaged
in the farming industry, we are striking
at the very heart and concept of the Ord
irrigation project. The problem remains
unanswered.

The Minister was good enough to answer
a question I seem to recall from the pre-
vious debate on the subject of sugar cane
and the difficulties which could be en-
visaged in the Kimberley region. I asked
the Minister what he intended to do with
this year's crop, and at the time he said
it would be used to produce more sugar.
The obvious question is:, What is going to
happen to the 1977 sugar crop? In his
fairly composite reply, the Minister mndi-
cacted that the 1977 plantings will be
mainly of the Trojan cuitivar, with other
cultivars being tested. Crops will be grown
over approximately 70 hectares, with an
average expected yield In excess of 100
tonnes per hectare. So, at the end of next
year we will be faced with the problem of
what to do with the sugar production of
the region. It has been suggested that
trials involving cattle may take up some
of the production which, at this juncture,
probably Is a good thing.

The main aim of the programme is to
identify the problems which may be asso-
ciated with the commercial growing of
sugar cane on the Ord. it certainly means
there will be no major decisions regard-
ing the establishment of a sugar mill in
the Ord district, the extension of the
wharf facilities, the upgrading of trans-
port and of course, the bulk handling
facilities which would be required in the
growing area and at the portside. It would
appear we are a long way yet from making
such decisions because, in the ultimate,
the capital cost would run into several
million dollars and, once taken, would be
almost irreversible. Therefore, it is im-
portant we make the correct decisions in
the first place.

I reiterate my disappointment in the
vote for the Department of Agriculture,
which cuts back quite considerably on ser-
vices, excluding divisional research and
services. In fact, there has been a cut of
some $409 980. These sorts of cuts, at a
time such as this, can result only in
diminishing facilities Provided by the De-
partment of Agriculture and it is a matter
on which I am sure I1 am only reflecting
the disappointment of members on this
side and, no doubt, the entire farming
community.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) (11.50 p.m.]: I cannot quite
understand to what figures the Deputy
leader of the Opposition Is referring. The
total vote last year was $11.2 million,
whereas this year it will increase to $19.9
million, an overall increase of $2.7 million.

Mr H. D. Evans: That is on the services
side. The decrease is in the area of other
services.

Mr OLD:, When the honourable member
talks about a decrease in other services,
he must realise a fairly large drop has
been occasioned by the lesser amount of
apples exported last year than in the year
before. Therefore, the amount of $487 000
includes a decrease of some $200 000
from that source.

Mr H. D. Evans: Will there be any pay-
ment on apples exported this year?

Mr OLD: Yes, but we are discussing last
year's payment. This year's crop will come
out of next Year's Budget. I realise it looks
odd but that is the principal reason for
the reduction in assistance to agriculture.

I agree there are difficulties in regard
to the production of sugar on the Ord.
However, we had a meeting with the farm-
ers at the Ord who agreed they wanted
more money put into research to try to
establish a paying crop, rather than con-
tinue with the type of subsidiary payments
they have been receiving.

Mr H. D. Evans: If you have cut down
the amount of direct assistance to the
farmers to one-eighth, what happens to
the total-

Mr OLD: The farmers are still being
assisted with experimental crops. Four
farmers are growing rice which is being
subsidised by the Government. 'The con-
fusion arises because some of the assis-
tance comes from the Public Works De-
partment and some from the Department
of Agriculture.

Mr H. D. Evans: Last year the amount
of assistance available to farmers on the
Ord was something like $660 00D and it
is back to $80 000 this year.

Mr OLD: That is direct assistance.
Indirectly, the Public Works Department
will be assisting them by rice milling and
the processing of the peanuts and so on.
This is obviously taken up somewhere in
that departmental vote, but I cannot say
where.

Mr H. V. Evans: If there are only a
couple of peanut farmers, how many
farmers on the Ord will be able to con-
tinue operations in 1977

Mr OLD:. Although I would be guessing,
on a susidised basis about eight will be
growing rice and peanuts. On top of this
three or four farmers are growing sorghum
profitably right now. Other farmers are
growing wheat crops. This has proved to
be a very profitable venture and the crops
have harvested up to four tonnes to the
hectare. These fellows are making a fairly
good living out of it. To a degree some
of the faRrmers are now on their own feet
and some are still being assisted and they
voted unanimously to put the money into
the experimental farm for sugar rather
than use it on a, subsidised basis. Obviously
we are watching the situation very closely.
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Mr H. 1). Evans: How many farmers do
you expect to operate In 1977?

Ur OLD: I would not think there would
be more than there are now. One or two
may drop off.

Ur H. D. Evans: There were about 22.

Mr OLD: I think it is about 13 now.
As far as the disposal of the sugarcane
is concerned, ats the member would be
aware, we have the varieties from Queens-
land. Some of the Trojan cane that has
been grown for some time has been har-
vested for replanting and some has been
burnt. We will try experimental feeding
of cattle with some of the Trojan
cane. The first planting will be Trojan
cane and if we have enough cane for
a second planting we will use some of
the "Q" varieties. It could be that we will
have a surplus of Trojan cane but after
the first couple of years I would think we
will have a good enough indication to
know whether we should start bullking up
the other cultivars from Queensland. The
operation has commenced on the experi-
mental sugar farm and the legumes have
been planted on that area which will take
the first planting of cane.

Vote; Agriculture, $19 913 000-put and
passed.

Part 6: Minister for Police and Traffic-
MR T. II. JONES (Collie) £12.04 am.]:

I want to raise a number of issues asso-
ciated with the police administration in
this State. Firstly. I am concerned about
the increased amount of overtime being
worked in the Police Force in Western
Australia. I realise that some overtime is
essential but I think the Minister will
agree with me that it is to the advantage
of greater efficiency if the work force
works normal hours rather than overtime.
Figures which I will quote show there is a
tendency for the amount of overtime being
worked to increase. The figures I have
obtained show that overtime in August last
year cost $55 293 and in September last
year cost $64 846 compared with the cost
in August this year of $60 838 and Sep-
tember this year of $103 500. 1 talk about
these months because they arc the only
figures 1 have. The increase for the month
of August was $5 000, and the increase for
the month of September was $39 000.

Because of this pattern I was wondering
what the intake into the Police Force
would be. The Minister will agree with me
that unfortunately there has been a gener-
al increase in crime. In recent months we
have seen an increase in the number of
bashings of old people, bank holdups, and
offences of rape. I do not raise this matter
in any critical way. As the Opposition
spokesman on police matters I raise them
so that the Minister can indicate whether
there is to be a large influ~x into the force

and whether additional men are to be em-
ployed in a particuWar sector to overcome
this problem.

It worries us, as it no doubt worries the
Minister, that so many pensioners are be-
ing bashed in the street and being
robbed of their life savings. It is time that
some appropriate action was taken, even
if that means additional expenditure on
Police administration in Western Austra-
lia. In view of the overtime being worked
and the general increase in crime, I should
like the Minister, if possible, to outline
the programme to overcome the difficulties
in these two directions.

It has been stated, although I do not
know whether It Is a factual statement,
that when the Road Traffic Authority was
established It was necessary for the auth-
ority to obtain new houses for its em-
ployees In a number of areas. I know this
occurred in the electorate I represent. At
the same time there seemed to be a drop-
ping back in the housing available for the
general police constable. I realise that
members of the RTA have to be housed
in various areas and possibly at the time
there was no alternative but to purchase
new accommodation. I refer to Eusselton
in the electorate of the member for Vasse
and to a number of other towns where
housing for general police constables has
slipped back while at the same time the
standard of housing provided for the mnem-
bers of the Road Traffic Authority is gen-
erally of a much higher standard. I think
this matter must be investigated.

The information I have obtained is that
this problem has brought dissension be-
tween the two areas. In Collie policemen
have come to see me-I can name them-
because they have had to put up with sub-
standard housing and a new home was
purchased for a member of the Road
Traffic Authority. This is not good for
the morale of the force. Both organisa-
tions must be treated In a similar manner.
If the standard of housing at present Is
the best we can offer to both constables
and members of the Road Traffic Author-
ity, I should like to know whether the
Minister has a programme for the upgrad-
Ig of the housing made available to gen-

eral constables in Western Australia.
my next point concerns the condition of

police stations In a number of areas. In
Northam and other places the conditions
are deplorable. I know that there are
some bad ones in the north and that
action Is to be taken In respect of Donny-
brook, but we would like to know what the
Government's programme Is to upgrade
the conditions in police stations and gaols
in the State, because a lot of the places
where prisoners are req aired to Spend
several days are substandard.

My next question Is: When Is the Gov-
ernment going to purchase some air equip-
ment for itself? The figures given to me
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show that the Government has been hir-
Ing aeroplanes for police work. I have In-
spected the facilities in New York where
an excellent service Is provided. I think
the Minister for Police also has inspected
them. The helicopters have their own area.
They are used in rescue work at sea and
in other rescue work. They are used every
day tn New York to trace criminals where
stolen cars are Involved In breaking and
entering. Because of closed circuit tele-
vision It Is possible for a patrolman on the
ground who Is chasing a stolen car to
contact a helicopter which Is then able to
work in conjunction with the ground staff
and Improve efficiency. Because of the
charges made by hiring firms I think it
Is time we in Western Australia considered
purchasing helicopters ourselves. This Is
a new technique that has been developed.

We often hear of rescues at sea and
people being lost In boats and if even one
helicopter could be obtained It would im-
prove the facilities for the citizens of
Western Australia. If we have a 24-hour
on-the-spot service run by trained person-
nel within the Police Force it would be of
great service not only in the metropolitan
area but also In western Australia gen-
erally. I would like to hear the Minister's
comnments on those mnatters I have raised.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.12
a-rn.): When the RITA was set up we were
assured that overall there would be a sav-
ing to the State. During the debate on
the last Budget and the Budget before
that, we claimed there was an unusually
large increase in the cost of running the
two services as against what there would
have been if they had been left under the
one service. The Minister claimed that
this was not so hut if we look at the staff
figures given in last year's Estimates and
this year's Estimates we will find that the
number of people coming out of the Police
Force is not the same as the numbers going
into the RITA; there are a. great many
more appointments to the RITA.

First of all, let us take the staff posi-
tion between 1974-75 and 1975-76. There
was a decrease from the Police Force of
370 staff. But in the same Year there
was an increase in the RITA of 711. We
were given to understand-and it was
argued quite fiercely here-that those
taken from the Police Force would make
up the RITA and the numbers would bal-
ance out.

If we look at the periou 1975-76 to
1976-72 we will see that the staff in the
Police Force actually increased by six and
the staff in the RITA increased by 214.
That was total staff numbers and it is as
close as I can come to comparing like
with like.

If we look at sergeants aind constables
between 1974-75 and 1975-76 there was a
decrease In the Police Force of 185 and
an increase in the RTA of 381. Between
1975-76 and 1976-77 there was a decrease

in the Police Force of 25 and an increase
in the RITA of 117. That is four times the
number one would reasonably expect the
RITA to increase by.

If we look at superintendents and in-
spectors between 1974-75 and 1975-76 in
the Police Force there was a decrease
of two and in the RITA there was an in-
crease of eight. In the succeeding financial
years there was an increase in the Police
Force of seven and an increase in the RITA
of two.

Rather than the number in the Police
Force decreasing, it has been increasing,
and the RITA has been increasing even
more.

Over the last three financial years the
Police Force has had an increase of 42
clerks and typists. The RITA during that
time has had an Increase of 136. This in-
dicates that the RITA is building up at a
rate three times greater than that of the
Police Force and Yet we were told that
there would be no extra cost to the State
because one would balance out the other.
As employees were pulled out of the Police
Force they would go into the RITA.

We realised of course that there would
be some imbalance and that the claim of
the Government was quite impossible. we
were quite prep ared to make allowances,
but we find that the Increase is something
like four times that of the Police Force.
Overall, over the past 12 months the
Police Force has stopped losing its staff
-in fact, it has increased by six-
while the RITA has Increased by 214.
That shows that it is completely out of
proportion. At the time the Leader of the
opposition and others argued strongly that
the system the Government was establish-
ing 'would indeed be Costly to the State.

I quoted those figures which I hope are
right because I wanted to indicate-

Mr O'Connor: Did you say that the PITA
was 780-odd? You referred to an in-
crease of 785 earlier in Your comments.

Mr DAVIES: That was for the total
staff increase. Between 1974-75 and 1975-
75 the Police Force decreased by 370 but
the RITA increased by 711.

Mr O'Connor: The RITA has less than
500 on the road now. You are including
the staff of the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

Mr DAVIES. Yes. I am referring to
the total staff.

Mr O'Connor, Fair enough.
Mr DAVIES: I am comparing like with

lie. in the last financial Year the Police
Department increased by six and the RITA
increased by 214. In round millions the
cost to the Police Force in 1974-1975 was
$22 million. The next year it was almost
stable at $22.7 million.

Mr O'Connor: Yes, I am clear about the
rest of the figures.
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Mr DAVIES: I have not quoted these
particular figures before, but I would like
them in the records. This year the figure
has increased to $26.5 million. Alter
steadying for one Year the amount has
started to rise fairly steeply.

in 1974-75 the budget for the RTA was
$2.5 million. The next year it went to
$9.4 mililion, and this year it has increased
to $11 million. Consequently it Is a much
more costly organisation than we had
expected it to be. Of the total staff of the
Police Force, 8.5 per cent are clerical
typists and assistants, while the figure for
the RTA Is 29 per cent. It can be seen
that apart from those on the road, the
staff represents a good proportion of the
total number employed. The Police Force
has one superintendent and Inspector to
28 other ranks, whereas the UTA-the
only saving grace-has about one to 50.

I think those figures are correct,
although I did compile them at about
four o'clock this morning. I wishled to
quote them because I recall our saying
to the Government that the cheapest
system would be to leave the two together,
and the Government's own figures have
proved we were right.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) (12.20 a.m.]:
Some little time ago in the general debate
on the Estimates r told the Minister for
Traffic that his Government had increased
rail fees by an average of 64.5 per cent
and he pointed out that that was not the
case. He said that they had been in-
creased by 17.5 per cent on two occasions,
which was a total increase of 35 per cent.
He is correct. In fact the 1974-75 increase
was 17.5 per cent; the 1075-76 increase was
17.5 per cent; and there was no increase in
1976-77. The Minister stated that this
made a total of 35 per cent for the three-
year Period Instead of 64 per cent, as I
had stated.

He is correct and I am wrong; bat at
the same time he Is not right. I would just
like to Point out that the fallacy of that
type of mathematics would be recognised
by those In primary school. When we refer
to 17.5 per cent on each occasion the total
would probably be about 38 per cent. That
would be approximately more accurate.
So, although I did make an incorrect
statement the Minister, in correcting me,
was also not 100 per cent right. I trust that
puts the record straight in that regard.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Miriater
for Police) [12.22 ain]: The member for
Collie raised three points. He referred to
the Possible increase in police strength
In Western Australia. There has been a
fairly substantial increase in the last
three or four years. It went from about
1 800 to 2 200. There is a school concluding
on Friday nexct and in this Budget we have
provided for an additional 16 to Join the
force. That is a gauge for the future.

I agree with his comments on housing.
Police housing in a number of areas is
certainly inadequate and in this respect
the policemen are the poor brothers. A
town will have a community welfare
officer In a lovely home with air-condition-
ing and so on, while the policeman is
housed next door In a place with a tin
roof.

We have been concerned about this and
I think the honourable member will agree
that as the RTA is just becoming
established many shires have provided
homes in order to retain the officers. Some
good accommodation has been provided in
this way which would otherwise not have
been avail able.

As I said, we have been concerned and
the Minister for Housing agreed to place
the Secretary of the Police Union (Mr
Fraser) on the GEHA board in an effort
to have the position rectified, and in other
ways the Minister has been assisting in
order that the situation might be improved.

The Minister has just reminded mue that
a shire borrowing scheme is being utilised
to get the last of the RTA houses com-
pleted, and this aiso has helped.

The member for Collie referred to police
stations throughout the State. Fortunately
we have been able to improve some of
them. The station at Laverton was a
shocker and the police at Jurien Bay were
utilising an old garage. We have been
able to provide a new station at Laverton
and a new station at Jurlen Bay will be
completed within the next few weeks. A
new station also has been provided at
Kalbarri and provision in this year's
Estimates has been made for a new station
at Kondinin.

probably the most Important provision
is that which has been made for the
Fremantle station, which is a rabbit warren
and poor accommodation. Provision has
been made for the commencement of a
new building to provide 133 new offices, at
a cost of $1.5 million.

These are some of the improvements
provided for this year. I admit that other
stations do require upgrading and when
the funds are available we will proceed
with them. I will be pushing for funds for
this purpose.

The honourable member referred to the
possibility of obtaining air transport for
the Police Department. Last week Cabinet
approved the purchase of an aircraft for
the RTA, and this is subject to finance
being available. However, the Treasurer
has been asked to expedite the matter and
place the item on the top of the list.

Mr T. H. Jones: Will it be a helicopter
or a pIlne?

Mr O'CONNOR: A plane.
Mr T. H. Jones: Why?

4486



[Wednesday, 24 November, 10761 48

Mr O'CONNOR: There is a considerable
difference in the cost. It would be three
or four times as much for a helicopter and
the running costs are considerably higher.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about the better
service in an emergency?

Mr O'CONNOR: I acknowledge that a
helicopter would be better and I think
one urnl be provided In the future,
but what we are trying to do at the mom-
ent is to provide what we can afford. 1
agree that a helicopter would be advan-
tageous but if I had pushed for a heli-
copter I would have missed out, but I have
got the plane. This will be of tremendous
help in emergencies such as bushflres and
so on.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about the quest-
ion of overtime?

Mr O'CONNOR: There has been a con-
siderable amount of overtime so far as the
police and the RTA are concerned. We
have additional men coming in to reduce
this for the coming year. I must emphasise
that a lot of the overtime is necessary
because of criminals who habitually offend.
It is up to us to try to do something in
this regard so that the habitual offenders
are not given the opportunity to offend
so many times. In this way the work would
be cut down considerably, At the moment
we have a number of chaps under 30 being
picked up 70 to 100 times and members
can imagine the work and expense
involved.

The member for Victoria Park referred
to the tremendous increase in the staff of
the RTA. Of course that increase he
quoted referred not only to the ETA but
also to the Department of Motor Vehicles.
which Is a substantial organisation and
handles the licensing of vehicles through-
out the State. Not only did that depart-
ment take over the headquarters in Mount
Street, but also the work of many shires.
It has had to appoint traffic inspectors in
those areas to take the place of the shire
Inspectors. We have also had to provide
vehicle inspectors and staff for licensing
etc. in those areas. In all there are 400-odd
officers from the RTA on the road and the
remainder of the 180 referred to by the
honourable member would comprise staff
of the Department of Motor Vehicles and
staff In country areas.

The member for Warren referred to the
Increase in rail freights. I take the point
he made.

I think those were the only matters
raised.

Votes: Police, $31 714 000; Road Traffic
Authority, $14 577 000-put and passed.

Part 7: Minister for Education-
MR 3. T. TONKIN (Melville) (12.29

a.m.]: How things have changed! These
departments have been going through
tonight with not a single one having been

introduced by the minister concerned.
Going back through the years, I can recall
that this would never have been allowed
to happen. Ministers would take a Pride In
their departments and say what their plans
were and what they had accomplished. Not
a word tonight.

We have reached the Education Depart-
ment and the Minister responsible for that
department In this house, Is not even in
his seat. What a shambles It Is!l I used
to sit over there and listen to the Present
Premier, who was then Leader of the Op-
position, complaining about the arrange-
ment of business night after night. What
have we seen under this Government? This
Is the very limit. I would say this Is the
worst example of dealing with the Estim-
ates I have ever seen in the whole time
I have been In Parliament.

Mr Laurance: Where is the shadow
Minister?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Even though the
Government might not have any considera-
tion for members of Parliament, surely it
should have some consideration for the
staff. They were working all hours of the
night until early morning. They are here
tonight and will be expected to be in their
places when Parliament resumes tomorrow
morning. Is that a fair thing? I speak not
only of the ordinary staff but also of the
Mansard staff. I say it is the absolute
limit.' If we are going to put up with this
kind of thing we will put up with any-
thing. It is time the Government closed
this sitting and gave some consideration
to the people who work here.

Mr Grayden interjected.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: If I were the Min-

ister representing the minister for Educa-
tion, I would keep my mouth shut, be-
cause when his department came on he
was not here. He should have known the
way things were going through-

Mr Grayden: We had a visitor from the
country.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -his department
would be reached. He was not here, and
what Is more he did not care. That has
been the attitude of all Ministers with re-
gard to this Budget.

Mr Grayden: I was in this Chamber five
minutes ago and you know it.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Not one of the Min-
isters introduced the Estimates of his
department. This would never have been
accepted previously; there would have been
no end of complaint about it.

Mr Grayden: This is the best adminis-
tered Government we have ever had. We
have the best Premier and the best Gov-
ernment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr Grayden: No matter which State one

goes to, it is accepted this is the best ad-
ministered State in the Commonwealth
with the hardest working Premier.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Melville.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: For one to be consci-
ous that one is ignorant of the facts Is a
great step to knowledge. Apart altogether
from the treatment of Parliament. I repeat
that it Is unreasonable to expect the staff
to sit here the hours they have had to-
the officers of the House and above all the
Hansard staff.

Mr Davies:, The Premier went home at
midnight last night.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: To continue to do
this kind of thing is more than unreason-
able; it Is unconscionable.

Mr O'Connor: Who wasted the time of
the House?

Sir Charles Court: If you had not wasted
so much time we would not be here now.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.34
a.m.]: I wish to raise two matters which
concern serious lack of planning. I spoke
previously in this Chamber and growled
about what had happened at East Victoria
Park Junior High and Primary schools.
After the building had been sold and while
the demolition people 'were on the site, the
department was still going on with the
expense of repairing and renovating the
building,

We were then left up in the air as to
what was to happen 'with the new school,
and the way that was handled was just
short of disgusting because it was a
fait accompl before there had been any
relating of the problem to the parents and
students and those who would normally
have been concerned. However, we now
have to accept what has happened.

I am still critical of It but the fact
remains that arising out of this, and over
the past three years since it was first
mooted, I have pleaded for an overway
across Shepperton Road. No-one wants to
take responsibility for it. The Main Roads
Department says it has to talk to the
Education Department, the Public Works
Department, and other planners. The
Perth City Council says the matter does
not belong to the council.

The Minister says he will have a look at
it when it Is known how many children
will be going to the school. On what Is a
new school being Planned If It is not known
how many children will be attending it?
But if the school is built for only half a
dozen children, there is a requirement for
a pedestrian overway at a suitable point
on Shepperton Road. one can find on
Leach Highway and many other roads
these overways which afford some security
for the children. The best the Minister for
Education can say is that he will have a
look at the Position when the department
knows how miany children will attend the
school. That Is not good enough.

Under the Whitlam Government money
was made available for safety measures,
and in and around schools in Western Aus-
tralia safety measures have been provided
from that particular vote. Under this Gov-
ernment we cannot get an assurance. Vic-
toria Park Is right in the heart of the met-
ropolitan area but the Government does
not seem to realie that, having widened
Shepperton Road and made it a highway
and having sited the school in a position
where most of the children attending it
will have to cross Shepperton Road, no
provision has been made for the safe
crossing of children. I do not want a
pedestrian overway at every point but I
want one at a suitable point, and it is
up to the parents to ensure the children
use it. This demonstrates a complete lack
of planning. If it were not so late I would
enumerate several other such instances.

Another matter which shows inadequate
planning relates to the Lathlain School.
Some special teaching is to be transferred
from Thomas Street School to Lathlain
School. We do not cavil at that; there is
a need for this special teaching to con-
tinue. It has been centred on Thomas
Street School for many years and I believe
it is now to go to Nollamara and Lathlain
Schools.

The lack of planning relates to the fact
that the headmaster or principal at
Thomas Street School is told, "Go out and
fit yourselves into four vacant rooms at
Lathlain.' The department was uncon-
cerned about what those supposedly vacant
rooms were being used for. one Is being
used full-time-not part time, as stated
in the answer to a question yesterday-for
music and music appreciation. The stu-
dents cannot go outside for studies at all
times of the year, so this music room has
been set up. The department has said,
"We will take it away from you."

The P & C association has shown some
initiative and established a library which
has been turned into a resource centre.
The department has said that room also
will be taken over. A special room Is
used for remedial reading, the results of
which have been far greater than ex-
pected. That room is to be taken over by
the people coming from Thomas Street
School. Lastly, there is general storage.
Every member in this Chamber knows the
general storage provided at schools is
inadequate. At Lathlain School the staff
room is used as a storeroom and part
resource storage. It is loaded with equip-
ment. This is also a staff room which is
used for storage. That room has to be
used by the people coming from Thomas
Street School. This shows complete lack
of planning.

A repair and renovation programme is
now under way at the Lathlain School.
Had the department planned ahead, It
would have said, "You are entitled to a
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resource centre and you need one. We
will do, that before everything else." The
department would have said, "We need
an extra room for these special classes and
we will build one before we do the general
repairs and renovations." But apparantly
that part of the Education Department
does not know what the planning side is
doing. So we have four classrooms which
are to be taken away from general use at
Lathlain School and made available for
special teaching. We do not argue about
the need for this special teaching.

The man in charge, whose name is LeoBrice, is achieving excellent results. He
has been told he has to fit those classes
into four rooms, and the Lathlaln School
will lose the use of those rooms. The
answer I was given to a question yesterday
indicates the department does not know
what the position is. It will say anything
to shut us up. I will not be shut up be-
cause the parents of the children at Lath-
lain School are worried about what will
happen.

Vote: Education, $258 411 000-put and
passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr Clarko.

BILLS (4): RETURNED
1. Alumina Refinery (Pinjarra) Agree-

ment Act Amendment Bill.
2. Iron Ore (Tallering Peak) Agree-

ment Act Amendment Bill.
3. Albany Woollen Mills Ltd. Agreement

Bill.
4. industrial Lands Development Au-

thority Act Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.

LIQUOR ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendment No. 6 to which the Assembly
had disagreed-

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [12.44 am.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11.00 anm. today (Thursday).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 12.45 a.7. (Thursday).

iiruistatiu? (oundl
Thursday, the 25th November. 1976

The PRESIDENT (the H-on. A. F. Girif-
fith) took the Chair at 11.00 a.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE rRESmDENT (The Hon. A. P.
Griffith): I advise that questions will be
taken at a later stage of the sitting,

CLERK ASSISTANT OF THlE COUNCIL
Attachment to the House of Comnmonts
THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. A. F.

Griffith): Before we proceed to orders of
the day, I should like members to know
that, following an invitation from the
Clerk of the House of Commons, I have
approved of the Clerk Assistant and Usher
of the Black Rod (Mr J. 0. C. Ashley)
proceeding to the United Kingdom next
Year to undertake an attachment at the
House of Commons.

Members may recall that In 1970 we were
fortunate enough to receive a similar in-
vitation and at that time, the Clerk of
the Parliaments (Mr J. B. Roberts) re-
ceived an attachment to the House of
Commons.

Mr Ashley's visit will take place between
April and July, and the attachment will
enable him to observe the procedures of
the House of Commons and the workings
of its committees. I am confident the ex-
perience he will gain in the various par-
liamentary offices at Westminster will be
of great benefit not only to him but also,
of course, to this Chamber.

Following his attachment, Mr Ashley
will take the opportunity of proceeding
on long service leave during which time
he intends to visit other Commonwealth
Parliaments.

I feel sure that members will join with
me in wishing him a successful tour of
duty at the House of Commions, an en-
joyable Period of leave, and a safe return.

Members: Hear, hear!

LEGAL CONTRIBUTION TRUST ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 23rd Nov-

ember.
THE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-

politan-Leader of the Opposition) [11.05
a.mi1: The Hon. Grace Vaughan adjourned
the second reading debate on this Bill;
unfortunately, however, she is not in the
Chiamber at the moment. However, she
has advised me it is only complementary
legislation to the Legal Aid Commission
Bill, which passed through this Chamber
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